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• Involvement in developing Educational Standards 
for Prototypical School Designs

• Over 300 Educational Specifications for elementary, 
middle and high school facilities

• Over 200 Facility Plans for urban, suburban, and 
rural communities

• Over 2,500 Enrollment Projections

• Development of planning standards for States, 
DODEA and Local Districts

• Nearly 25 Years of Educational Planning

• 4 Recognized Educational Facility Professionals 
by the Council of Educational Facility Planners 
International

• National recognition as leaders in educational 
facility planning and for effective consensus-
building activities

• Backgrounds in education, technology, 
facilitation, management, and city planning

• Conducting & coordinating projects in 48 states 
and District of Columbia
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF CREATING CRITERIA?

• Establish criteria and guiding principles for the development of boundary options

• Without guiding principles, there is no way to limit the number of options or the viability of 

those options

• Criteria and guidelines gives us clear direction to develop options that will be viable and 

acceptable to the School Board
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▪ Attendance areas do change and will continue to change. This work is part of a regular review of 
district enrollment patterns and the addition of SW Middle School

▪ The attendance area should anticipate future growth of neighborhoods. A walkable and bikeable 
school is important, but may not always be possible. 

▪ The attendance area seeks to reflect the composition of the Columbia Public School community.

Guiding Principles: 
Approved on Sept 10th
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• The board recognizes the power of a school to create community. Accessibility for families is 
important (volunteering and attending school functions are easier when the school is near) 

• Consider time students spend on a bus and distance traveled to and from school.

• Consider attendance areas boundary lines that follow natural/manmade boundaries. 

• Consider a transfer policy that allows 8th graders to remain at their previous school and policies 
that allow siblings to remain.

Guiding Principles: 
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Background Report Development

• Compilation of  Data:

• Capacity

• Facilities & Programs

• Demographics

• Other Relevant Data
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An internal working group will be used to 
develop preliminary working options to 
present to the community. 

• This group will utilize GIS and other 
background information to develop 
options. 

• Impacts to utilization and numbers of 
students impacted will be calculated 
during meetings.

• Strengths and challenges will be 
developed for each option as they 
compare to the guidelines.  
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O P T I O N S  D E V E L O P M E N T  E X A M P L E
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O P T I O N S  D E V E L O P M E N T  E X A M P L E
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Preliminary options will be shared with 
several focus groups.

• Focus groups will provide feedback 
to help refine options. 

• Focus groups may be composed of:

• Parents

• Non-Parents

• Students

• Faculty / Staff

• Community Members

• Refined options will be shared with 
the community at large.
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Refined options will be presented to the 
community at large for feedback.

• Process and options will be 
presented to the school board and 
will be immediately available online.

• Community members will be able to 
view online the online presentation 
and complete an online survey.  

• In person community open-houses 
will also be provided to collect 
feedback around the options.  

• All feedback will be collected and 
compiled into a results report
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Project Website

• School Board Meeting agendas & 
presentations

• Background Report

• Community Meeting Documents & 
Summary of Results

• Timeline

• School locator for presented options 
(December 20)
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The option development group will review the feedback from 
the community and compile into a presentation for the School 
Board discussion. 

• Level of support for each option

• Written comments related to each option

• Aggregated background information of respondents 
(school, neighborhood, etc.)

• An excel workbook containing raw results which can be 
filtered will also be provided

COMPILE RESULTS
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The School Board will discuss results and: 

• Based on feedback, a recommendation will 
be presented to the Board at a subsequent 
meeting

• Take action on a recommendation
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QUESTIONS


