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Agenda
Purpose
To provide data updates and next steps on the district’s COVID-19 mitigation strategies 
including surveillance testing, mask wearing and vaccinations.

Roadmap
▷ COVID-19 Positivity Data 
▷ Vaccinations Data 
▷ Mask Wearing Protocol Updates
▷ Vaccination Next Steps

Takeaway
APS remains committed to the health and safety of our students and staff by developing 
guidelines in accordance with recommendations from the Department of Public Health and 
CDC.
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Week Staff Tested Students Tested Total Tested Staff Positive Students Positive Total Positive
Positivity 

Rate
8/2 - 8/6 1,236 1,478 2,714 5 19 24 0.88%
8/9 - 8/13 2,747 6,992 9,739 10 69 79 0.81%
8/16 - 8/20 3,266 8,799 12,065 15 127 142 1.18%
8/23 - 8/27 3,535 9,732 13,267 11 125 136 1.03%
8/30 - 9/3 3,785 10,764 14,549 13 113 126 0.87%
9/6 - 9/10 8,951 9,213 18,164 25 69 94 0.52%
9/13 - 9/17 12,374 12,399 24,773 23 79 102 0.41%
9/20 - 9/24 12,485 12,843 25,328 13 85 98 0.39%
9/27 - 10/1 12,698 12,977 25,675 10 71 81 0.32%
10/4 - 10/8 8,092 7,437 15,529 5 27 32 0.21%
10/11 - 10/15 12,950 11,433 24,383 8 28 36 0.15%
10/18 - 10/22 12,940 14,131 27,071 9 39 48 0.18%
10/25 - 10/29 12,921 14,059 26,980 6 46 52 0.19%
11/1 - 11/5 8,550 7,984 16,534 7 22 29 0.18%
11/8 - 11/12 13,240 14,718 27,958 8 26 34 0.12%
11/15 - 11/19 12,940 13,641 26,581 11 26 37 0.14%
11/22 – 11/26 455 0 455 0 0 0 0.00%
Grand Total 143,165 168,600 311,765 179 971 1,150 0.37%

45.9% 54.1% 15.6% 84.4%

Surveillance Testing by the Numbers
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Student Vaccination Rates (11.29.21)

Traditional Schools
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Student Vaccination Rates (11.29.21)

Charter and Partner Schools
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Mask Wearing 
Protocol Updates: 
Effective 12.6.2021

● Arts (Band/Theater/Chorus): Masks 
are required on buses, during 
practice/rehearsal and while attending 
performances. Masks will not be 
required for students while actively 
performing. 

● Athletics: Masks are required on 
buses, in locker rooms, and on 
benches. Masks are also required for 
locker rooms, weight rooms and indoor 
athletic facilities in alignment with the 
APS Mask Protocol. Masks will not 
be required for students while in 
active play.
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Mask Wearing Protocol Updates 
Tentatively, beginning February 1, 2022, Atlanta Public Schools will utilize the COVID-19 
community transmission levels for both Fulton and Dekalb County to make informed decisions on 
optional masking. Any changes will be in conjunction with our existing COVID-19 health and mitigation 
strategies.

APS will monitor COVID-19 community transmission levels (https://dph.georgia.gov/county-indicator-reports) 
on a weekly basis and will take into account any new information released about the new 
COVID-19 variant, Omicron. When necessary, APS may again require that masks be worn in all 
APS facilities. 
Utilizing DPH’s Community transmission levels for both Fulton and Dekalb County, APS will follow the 
following mask wearing protocol:  
● Masks will be required in all APS facilities if either Fulton or Dekalb County are showing periods of 

“Substantial” or “High” community transmission. If Fulton and Dekalb County have different 
transmission levels, then the higher of the two will be utilized to make a masking decision. 

● When Fulton and Dekalb County community transmission has been maintained at the “Moderate” level 
for two consecutive weeks, APS will transition to optional mask wearing in all its facilities. 

● Masks will still be mandated on buses in compliance with federal mandates.
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Understanding COVID-19 Community 
Transmission Metrics
● Created by the CDC to track the spread and likelihood of being exposed to COVID-19 in individual counties
● Metric takes into account two numbers: total new cases and percent positivity over the past 7 days
● CDC recommends that local leaders should consider county level community transmission levels when making 

decisions about masking. 
● Current COVID-19 Community Transmission Metrics can be found on the DPH Website: Weekly County Indicator 

Reports and the CDC’s COVID-19 Data Tracker
○ DPH Community Transmission Data is released weekly
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Community Transmission 
Levels

Total New Cases per 100,000 
persons in the past 7 days

Percentage of NAATs* that are 
positive during the past 7 days

Low Transmission 0 – 9.99 0 – 4.99%

Moderate Transmission 10 – 49.99 5 – 7.99%

Substantial Transmission 50 – 99.99 8 – 9.99%

High Transmission More than 100 Greater than 10.0% 

*Only positive COVID-19 Nucleic Acid Amplification Tests (NAATs) are used to calculate the percent positivity. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/aboutcovidcountycheck/index.html
https://dph.georgia.gov/county-indicator-reports
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view


Mask Wearing Protocol Updates 

Starting from January 2022, APS will observe the levels of community transmission for both Fulton 
and Dekalb County.
APS will utilize transmission levels obtained from the weeks of Jan 16th and Jan 24th to make 
decisions on masking for the February 1, 2022 date. Transmission levels are updated by the 
Department of Public Health every Monday and take into account data from the 7 previous days. 

A decision will be communicated by the end of Jan 28, 2022 via all communication channels.

● If both Fulton and Dekalb County have been in the “Moderate” range for the weeks of Jan 16th 
and Jan 24th, masks will become optional starting February 1.

● If either Fulton OR Dekalb County were in the “Substantial” or “High” community transmission range 
for the weeks of Jan 16th or Jan 24th, masks will still be required on February 1.

APS will continue to monitor COVID-19 community transmission levels on a weekly basis and 
will adjust masking protocols as necessary. 

1
0



Vaccination Efforts to Date
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Dates Event Eligible Participants Vendor Total Vaccines Administered

Jan 16, 2021

APS Employee Vaccination Events @ Mercedes-
Benz Stadium

1A Eligible (First Dose) FCBOH

Over 2000 registered!
Feb 6, 2021 1A Eligible (Second Dose) FCBOH

Mar 24 - 27, 2021 All Eligible Staff (First Dose) FCBOH

Apr 14 - 17, 2021 All Eligible Staff (Second Dose) FCBOH

Jul 31, 2021 Back to School Bash Vaccination Clinic
Eligible Persons 12 and Older (First 
Dose)

Walgreens 55

Aug 9 - 13, 2021

Middle and High School Students Vaccination 
Events @ All MS and HS

First Dose for Eligible Persons 12 and 
Older (First Dose)

FCBOH 223

Aug 30 - Sep 3, 2021 Second Dose AND Missed First for 
Eligible Persons 12 and Older (First 
Dose)

FCBOH
343

Oct 30, 2021 Saturday Vaccination Event: Carver Early College 
& Douglass High School

First Dose for Eligible Persons 12 and 
Older (First Dose)

FCBOH Carver: 40 Total (22 students)
Douglass: 58 Total (35 students)

Nov 20, 2021 Saturday Vaccination Event: Carver Early College 
and Douglass High School

Second Dose AND First Dose for Eligible 
Children Age 5 - 11

FCBOH Carver: 125 Total (77 students)
Douglass: 103 Total (76 students)



Upcoming Vaccination Opportunities

Date: December 18, 2021 (First Dose)/January 8, 2022 (Second 
Dose)
Time: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Where: 4 Locations Throughout the District
Who: All Students Ages 5 and Older & APS staff

More information will be posted on our website at: https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/getVaccinatedAPS
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APS continues to partner with Fulton County Board of Health and other community partners and will 
offer additional opportunities for vaccinations in January and February 2022. 
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