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Policy 5148.3: Preschool/Early Childhood Education Status: ADOPTED

Original Adopted Date: 11/01/2012 | Last Revised Date: 05/01/2026 | Last Reviewed Date: 05/01/2026

The Governing Board recognizes the value of high-quality preschool experiences to enhance children's social-
emotional development and acquisition of instructional knowledge, skills, and abilities. The Board desires to provide a
supervised and cognitively rich learning environment designed to facilitate the transition to kindergarten for two-,
three-, and four-year-old children.

The Superintendent or designee shall collaborate with the local child care and development planning council, the
county office of education, other public agencies, organizations, and/or private preschool providers to assess the
availability of preschool programs in the community and the extent to which the community's preschool needs are
being met. The Board encourages the development of a comprehensive districtwide and/or countywide plan to
increase children's access to high-quality preschool programs.

The Superintendent or designee shall provide information about preschool options in the community to
parents/guardians upon request.

District Preschool Programs

When the Board determines that it is feasible, the district may contract with the California Department of Education
(CDE) to provide preschool services in facilities at or near district schools, either directly or through a subcontract
with a public or private provider.

District preschool programs shall comply with all health and safety laws and regulations, including, when applicable,
licensure requirements pursuant to 22 CCR 101156.

The Board shall approve, for the district's preschool program, a written philosophical statement, goals, and objectives
that reflect the cultural and linguistic characteristics of the families to be served and address the program
components specified in 5 CCR 17701-17711 and the accompanying administrative regulation. (5 CCR 17701)

The Board shall set priorities for establishing or expanding services as resources become available, giving
consideration to the benefits of providing early education programs for at-risk children and/or children residing in the
attendance areas of the lowest performing district schools.

Preschool classroom needs shall be addressed in the district's facilities master plan, including an assessment as to
whether adequate and appropriate space exists on school sites. As necessary, the Superintendent or designee shall
provide information to the Board regarding facilities financing options for preschool classrooms and/or facilities
available through partnering organizations or agencies.

Because parents/guardians are essential partners in supporting the development of their children, the
Superintendent or designee shall involve them in program planning.

The Superintendent or designee shall coordinate the district's preschool program, transitional kindergarten program
(TK), and elementary education program to provide a developmental continuum that builds upon children's growing
skills and knowledge. In order to provide families with the option of a full-day, high-quality instructional program, the
district may enroll children who are in a TK or kindergarten program in a California State Preschool Program (CSPP)
before and/or after the regular school day.

The Superintendent or designee shall recommend strategies to link the district's preschool program with other

available child care and development programs in the district or community in order to assist families whose child
care needs extend beyond the length of time that the district's preschool program is offered.

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the plan to provide access to full-day learning programs the year
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The Board of Education recognizes the value of high-quality preschool experiences to enhance children's social-
emotional development, knowledge, skills, abilities, and attributes necessary for a successful transition into the
elementary education program. The Board desires to provide children ages 3-4 years access to developmentally
appropriate activities in a safe, adequately supervised, and cognitively rich environment.

The Superintendent or designee shall collaborate with the local child care and development planning council, the
county office of education, other public agencies, organizations, and/or private preschool providers to assess the
availability of preschool programs in the community and the extent to which the community's preschool needs are
being met. The Board encourages the development of a comprehensive districtwide and/or countywide plan to
increase children's access to high-quality preschool programs.

The Superintendent or designee shall provide information about preschool options in the community to
parents/guardians upon request.

District Preschool Programs

When the Board determines that it is feasible, the district may contract with the California Department of Education
(CDE) to provide preschool services in facilities at or near district schools, either directly or through a subcontract
with a public or private provider.

District preschool programs shall comply with all health and safety laws and regulations, including, when applicable,
licensure requirements pursuant to 22 CCR 101156.

The Board shall approve, for the district's preschool program, a written philosophical statement, goals, and objectives
that reflect the cultural and linguistic characteristics of the families to be served and address the program
components specified in 5 CCR 18272-18281 and the accompanying administrative regulation. (5 CCR 18271)

The Board shall set priorities for establishing or expanding services as resources become available, giving
consideration to the benefits of providing early education programs for at-risk children and/or children residing in the
attendance areas of the lowest performing district schools.

Preschool classroom needs shall be addressed in the district's facilities master plan, including an assessment as to
whether adequate and appropriate space exists on school sites. As necessary, the Superintendent or designee shall
provide information to the Board regarding facilities financing options for preschool classrooms and/or facilities
available through partnering organizations or agencies.

Because parents/guardians are essential partners in supporting the development of their children, the
Superintendent or designee shall involve them in program planning.

The Superintendent or designee shall coordinate the district's preschool program, transitional kindergarten program
(TK), and elementary education program to provide a developmental continuum that builds upon children's growing
skills and knowledge.

The district's program shall be aligned with preschool learning foundations and curriculum frameworks developed by
CDE which identify the knowledge, skills, and competencies that children typically attain as they complete their first
or second year of preschool. The program shall be designed to facilitate children's development in essential skills in
the areas of language and literacy, mathematics, physical development, health, visual and performing arts, science,
history-social science, English language development, and social-emotional development.

The district's preschool program shall provide appropriate services to support the needs of at-risk children.
To maximize the ability of children to succeed in the preschool program, the program shall support children's health
through proper nutrition and physical activity and shall provide or make referrals to available health and social

services as needed.

The district shall encourage volunteerism in the program and shall communicate frequently with parents/guardians of
enrolled children regarding their child's progress.



before kindergarten addresses the needs of preschool children and their families as specified in Board Policy 6170.1
- Transitional Kindergarten. (Education Code 8281.5)

A child's eligibility for TK enrollment shall not impact family eligibility for a preschool or child care program.
(Education Code 8205, 48000)

The district's program shall be aligned with preschool learning foundations and curriculum frameworks developed by
CDE which identify the knowledge, skills, and competencies that children typically attain as they complete their first
or second year of preschool. The program shall be designed to facilitate children's development in essential skills in
the areas of language and literacy, mathematics, physical development, health, visual and performing arts, science,
history-social science, English language development, and social-emotional development.

The Superintendent or designee shall identify dual language learners in district preschool programs, and shall collect
and report related data to CDE as required by Education Code 8241.5. The district's preschool program shall include
activities and services that meet the needs of dual language learners for support in the development of their home
language and English. (Education Code 8203)

The district's preschool program shall serve children with exceptional needs as required by Education Code 8208.
Children with exceptional needs attending any CSPP shall be educated in the least restrictive environment in
accordance with 20 USC 1412.

The district's preschool program shall provide appropriate services to support the needs of at-risk children.

To maximize the ability of children to succeed in the preschool program, the program shall support children's health
through proper nutrition and physical activity and shall provide or make referrals to available health and social
services as needed.

The district shall encourage volunteerism by families participating in the program and shall communicate frequently
with parents/guardians of enrolled children regarding their child's progress.

Staffing

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that administrators, teachers, and paraprofessionals in district preschool
programs possess the appropriate permit(s) issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing, meet any additional
qualifications established by the Board, and participate in professional development opportunities designed to
continually enhance their knowledge and skills.

Eligibility, Enrollment, and Disenrollment

Preschool admissions policies and procedures shall be in writing and available to the public. Such policies and
procedures shall include criteria designating those children whose needs can be met by the program and services, the
ages of children who will be accepted, program activities, any supplementary services provided, any field trip
provisions, any transportation arrangements, food service provisions, and a health examination requirement. (5 CCR
17743; 22 CCR 101218.1)

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that subsidized preschool is provided to eligible families to the extent
that state and/or federal funding is available and shall establish enrollment priorities in accordance with Education
Code 8208, 8210, and 8211 and 5 CCR 17746-17748.

To receive preschool services, a child and the child's parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be required to provide evidence of
residency in California, which may be established by providing evidence of a California street or post office address.
However, any person identified as experiencing homelessness shall only be required to submit a declaration that the



The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that administrators, teachers, and paraprofessionals in district preschool
programs possess the appropriate permit(s) issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing, meet any additional
qualifications established by the Board, and participate in professional development opportunities designed to
continually enhance their knowledge and skills.

Preschool admissions policies and procedures shall be in writing and available to the public. Such policies and
procedures shall include criteria designating those children whose needs can be met by the program and services, the
ages of children who will be accepted, program activities, any supplementary services provided, any field trip
provisions, any transportation arrangements, food service provisions, and a health examination requirement. (CCR
18105; 22 CCR 101218)

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that subsidized preschool is provided to eligible families to the extent
that state and/or federal funding is available and shall establish enrollment priorities in accordance with Education
Code 8263 and 5 CCR 18106.

The Superintendent or designee shall recommend strategies to link the district's preschool program with other
available child care and development programs in the district or community in order to assist families whose child
care needs extend beyond the length of time that the district's part-day preschool program is offered.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and implement an annual plan of evaluation which conforms to state
requirements. (5 CCR 18279)

The district's Williams uniform complaint procedures, with modifications as necessary, shall be used to investigate
and resolve complaints alleging violation of applicable health or safety requirements for license-exempt programs
operating under the California State Preschool Program. However, licensed programs shall refer complaints alleging
health and safety violations to the California Department of Social Services. (Education Code 8235.5; 5 CCR 4610,
4611)

The Superintendent or designee shall regularly report to the Board regarding enrollment in district preschool
programs and the effectiveness of the programs in preparing preschoolers for transition into the elementary
education program.



person resides in California. (5 CCR 17745)

Preschool eligibility determinations shall be made without regard to a child's immigration status or that of the child's
parent(s)/guardian(s) unless the child or the child's parent(s)/guardian(s) are under a final order of deportation from
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. (5 CCR 17745)

The district's program shall not expel or unenroll a child or persuade or encourage a child's parents/guardians to
voluntarily unenroll from the program based on the child's behavior, unless the expulsion or unenrollment is in
accordance with the procedures specified in the accompanying administrative regulation.

When necessary due to a reduction in state reimbursements, families shall be disenrolled as specified in the
accompanying administrative regulation.

Response to Immigration Enforcement

CSPPs shall provide families with the Attorney General's Immigration webpage during enrollment so families can
access the Attorney General's model policies in, "Promoting Safe Early Childhood Education for All: Guidance and
Model Policies for Early Childhood Education and Child Care Providers Pursuant to the Family Preparedness Plan Act
of 2025."

The district and district staff shall act in accordance with Health and Safety Code 1597.640 and Board
Policy/Administrative Regulation 1445 - Response to Immigration Enforcement with respect to:

1. Soliciting or collecting information or documents regarding the citizenship or immigration status of a child or
the child's family members

2. Nondiscrimination on the basis of immigration status
3. Responding to the presence of immigration enforcement activity on district property, including requests for
access to children or access to district-provided transportation, nonpublic areas of district property or facilities,

or nonpublic area in which a district-sponsored activity is occurring

The district's legal counsel or other district official designated by the Superintendent is encouraged to submit a
timely report regarding the officer or employee's requests to the California Attorney General and CDE.

4. Responding to a request for information regarding a child or a child's family or household from immigration
authorities

If the district's CSPP responds to a request for information regarding the child, the district shall make a copy of
the documents requested and shall document the name of the person/agency to whom the documents were
provided. The CSPP shall keep a record of the documents produced and place the copy in the child's file.

5. Responding in the event a child's parent/guardian is detained or deported

6. Permitting families to update children's emergency contact information as needed throughout the year
Families may provide as many alternative contacts as they wish if no parent/guardian is available.

7. Accessing, reviewing, or obtaining employee records by immigration authorities, except as to 1-9 Employment
Eligibility Verification forms and other documents for which a Notice of Inspection has been provided to the
employer

CSPPs shall review the Attorney General's website by June 1 of each calendar year. If there are updated model
policies related to protecting the rights of immigrants and CSPP families to safely access CSPP facilities, the district

shall adopt the updated policies or equivalent policies by July 1 of that calendar year.

Program Evaluation

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and implement an annual plan of evaluation which conforms to state
requirements. (5 CCR 17709-17711)






The Superintendent or designee shall regularly report to the Board regarding enrollment in district preschool
programs and the effectiveness of the programs in preparing preschoolers for transition into the elementary

education program.

Complaints

The district's uniform complaint procedures, with modifications as necessary, shall be used to investigate and resolve
complaints alleging violation of applicable health or safety requirements for license-exempt programs operating
under the CSPP. However, licensed programs shall refer complaints alleging health and safety violations to the
California Department of Social Services. (Education Code 8212; 5 CCR 4610, 4611, 4690-4694, 17781)

Policy Reference Disclaimer:These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority
for the Governing Board to enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter

of the policy.

State

22 CCR 101151-101191
22 CCR 101151-101239.2
22 CCR 101212-101231
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https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I144AECE05B6211EC9451000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I15E7ACF05B6211EC9451000D3A7C4BC3&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#I15F122D35B6211EC9451000D3A7C4BC3
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I17311CE05B6211EC9451000D3A7C4BC3&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#I173366D65B6211EC9451000D3A7C4BC3
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=ICDCFF390127311EDBCACCA0DC34CD8B6&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#ID2C29030128511EDA017837A51473EC8
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=ICDDA2CC0127311EDBCACCA0DC34CD8B6&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#I2EA60620128B11EDA37891225013A842
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I49A28EF34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I344559C04C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I35001E404C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#I35028F434C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I8689ABE0C72911EEABBDDE37A6E27142?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I79D56CF04C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#I79DC23B24C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=1.&title=1.&part=10.5.&chapter=3.&article=7.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=44065.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=44256.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=4.&chapter=1.&part=27.&lawCode=EDC&title=2.&article=1.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=48985.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=4.&title=2.&part=33.&chapter=11.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=69617.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=EDC&division=1.&title=1.&part=6.&chapter=2.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=1.&title=1.&part=6.&chapter=2.&article=24.&op_statues=2022&op_chapter=915&op_section=4
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=105.&title=&part=2.&chapter=1.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=HSC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=3.4.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=HSC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=3.5.&article=
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W&l Code 10207-10215
W&l Code 10207-10492.2
W&l Code 10217-10224.5
W&l Code 10225-10234
W&l Code 10235-10238
W&l Code 10240-10243
W&l Code 10250-10252
W&l Code 10260-10263
W&l Code 10480-10487

Federal

20 USC 1400-1482

20 USC 6311-6322

20 USC 6391-6399

42 USC 9831-9852c
42 USC 9857-9858r
45 CFR 1301.1-1305.2
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=1.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=2.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=3.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=6.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=7.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=8.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=9.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=WIC&division=9.&title=&part=1.8.&chapter=31.&article=
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title20/chapter33&edition=prelim
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/default-source/commission/coded/2024/coded-24-03.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/ece-childcare-guidance-model-policies-public.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ce/upkmixeddelivery.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2406.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2401.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2407.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2408.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/cr/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2302.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2305.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2308.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/psenglearnersed2.pdf
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liforni Preschool Program (CSPP), Early Education Division
Management Bulletin 23-10, December 2023
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2310.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/psfoundations.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/firstclass.pdf
https://www.csba.org/-/media/CSBA/Files/GovernanceResources/GovernanceBriefs/201909CSBA_Governance-Brief_Early-Education.ashx?la=en&rev=8b0259f73a574f62aae4e8b047db4eed
https://csba.org/-/media/CSBA/Files/GovernanceResources/GovernanceBriefs/202001_CSBA_Preschool_Landscape_in_California.ashx?la=en&rev=a63ea5ce45ec40dea9d88ae9c6e53651
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/07/policy-statement-ece-expulsions-suspensions.pdf
https://express.adobe.com/page/OZrg3IsP1GE8b/
https://oal.ca.gov/
http://www.ccsesa.org/)
https://legalservices.csba.org/
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/
http://nieer.org
http://www.caeyc.org
http://caheadstart.org
http://www.cpin.us
http://www.cdpi.net
http://www.ccfc.ca.gov
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov
https://www.ca-ilg.org/ccs-partnership
http://oag.ca.gov/
http://www.csba.org
http://www.cde.ca.gov
http://www.ed.gov
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1340 A To District Recor

1400 Relations Between Other Governmental Agencies And Th hool
1445 Response To Immigration Enforcement

1445 Response To Immigration Enforcement

1700 Relations Between Private Industry And The Schools
3260 Fees And Charges
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4112.6 Personnel Files
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4212.4 Health Examinations
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4212.6 Personnel Files
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4222 Teacher Aides/Paraprofessionals
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4312.4 Health Examinations

4312.5 Criminal Record Check

4312.5-E(1) riminal Record Check

4312.6 Personnel Files

4331 Staff Development

5020 Parent Rights And Responsibilities

5020 Parent Rights And Responsibilities

5030 Student Wellness

5111 Admission
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5125
5125
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Asthma Management
Asthma Management
Tuberculosis Testing
Immunizations
Immunizations
Health Screening For School Entr

hool Health Servi
School Health Services
Suspension And Expulsion/Due Process
Suspension And Expulsion/Due Process
Child Care And Development

hil re And Developmen
A mi ndar
Parent Involvement
Parent Involvement
Indivi . Ed ion P
Indivi . Ed ion P
Identification And E ion Of Individ For Special Ed .
Identification And E ion Of Individuals Eor Special Educati
T - Ki
Title | Programs
Title | Programs

Education For Homeless Children

Education For Homeless Children

Ed ion E Chil
Ed ion Chil
Education For Foster Youth
Education For Foster Youth
E ion Of Children Of Military Famili
E ion Of Children Of Military Famili

Education For English Learners
Education For English Learners
Mi Ed ion P

Mi Ed ion P

Adult Education






Cross References Description

6200 Adult Education
7110 Facilities Master Plan

7210 Facilities Financing






