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     DEKALB COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
BOARD MEETING 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, WORK SESSION &
BUSINESS MEETING

11:30 am

 COMMUNITY INPUT SESSION 
5:45 pm

Monday, October 7, 2024
J. David Williamson Board Room
Robert R. Freeman Administrative Complex
1701 Mountain Industrial Boulevard

Stone Mountain, Georgia 30083 
REVISED 10.7.2024


	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Vision
To prepare students for success as lifelong learners and responsible global citizens
Mission

To promote the academic, social and emotional growth of each student by fostering a safe, 
supportive, and engaging learning environment
A. CALL TO ORDER 
     By: Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr., Board Chair
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1. Roster

          BOARD MEMBERS:
          Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr., Board Chair

          Mrs. Deirdre P. Pierce, Vice Chair
          Mrs. Anna Hill
          Ms. Whitney McGinniss          
          Ms. Allyson Gevertz
          Mrs. Vickie B. Turner
          Dr. Joyce Morley
         
          Dr. Devon Q. Horton, Superintendent 
  2. Pledge of Allegiance 
   B. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

     It is requested that the Board of Education adopt the October 7, 2024, work session and 

     business meeting agenda.

               Motion by:  ___________     Seconded by:  ___________      Vote:  __________
C. RECOGNITIONS

1. Introduction of Student Board Representative ~ Miss Keionna Hull, Martin 
 Luther King HS, 12th Grade 
               Presented by: Dr. Devon Q. Horton, Superintendent 
2.  Recognitions / Proclamations / MIRACLES Maker Awards ~ Updated 10.2.2024
a. Proclamation: Georgia Pre-K Week (October 7 ~ October 11, 2024)

Presented by: Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr, Board Chair

b. Proclamation: National Bullying Awareness Month

Presented by: Mrs. Vickie B. Turner, Board Member, District 5
c. MIRACLES Maker Award: 2024 Junior Achievement of Georgia Nineteen Under 

Nineteen Award

Presented by: Mrs. Deirdre P. Pierce, Board Vice-Chair
d. Proclamation: National School Bus Safety Recognition Week ~ October 21-25, 2024
Presented by: Mrs. Anna Hill, Board Member, District 1
e. Proclamation: National Custodial Workers Recognition Day ~ October 2, 2024 
Presented by: Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr, Board Chair
f. Proclamation: Red Ribbon Week ~ October 23-31, 2024

Presented by: Ms. Allyson Gevertz, Board Member, District 4 
3. Group /External Presentation 
 D. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT and COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
     Presented by: Dr. Devon Q. Horton, Superintendent      
1. Superintendent’s Report
a. Payroll Update
Presented by: Mrs. Tasha Davis Mills, Chief Human Resources Officer, Division of 

Human Resources,
Mr. Byron Schueneman, Chief Financial Officer, Division of Finance

2. Committee of the Whole Presentation
a. Milestone Data

Presented by: Dr. Candace Alexander, Chief of Accountability & Continuous Improvement, Division of Accountability & Continuous Improvement
 E. REVIEW OF AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE October 7, 2024, BUSINESS MEETING
1. BOARD OF EDUCATION ~ No Agenda Item This Month
          Presented by: Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr., Board Chair
     2. SUPERINTENDENT
        Presented by: Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr., Board Chair      
a. Approval of Minutes ~ Updated 10.7.2024 –  ~ Objection by Dr. Morley
     3. OPERATIONS
          Presented by: Mr. Erick Hofstetter, Chief Operating Officer, Division of Operations

a. Facilities Management

i. Contract – Cooperative Agreement - Deluxe Athletics, Inc.  – RFP No. 230201 – 

Turf and Track Installation, Maintenance, Related Equipment, Materials, Supplies 

and Supplement Services Contract, District Wide (Not to exceed $500,000)

ii. Contract – Cooperative Agreement - Hellas Construction, Inc. – RFP No. 031622 – 

Artificial Turf and Track Maintenance, Installation, Related Equipment, Materials, 

Supplies and Supplemental Services, District Wide (Not to exceed $500,000)

iii. Contract Renewal and Ratification – ITB 21-752-020 - HVAC Water Treatment 
Services to Superior Water Services, Inc. -Contract Renewal #3 of 4 (Not to 
exceed $200,000)

iv. Contract Renewal - ITB 21-752-043- Pressure Washing Services, to - A-Action 

Janitorial Services, Autaco Development, LLC and Tribond, LLC - Contract Renewal – 

# 3 of 4 (Not to exceed $2,000,000)

v. Easement Request- DeKalb County Department of Transportation - Sidewalk 
Expansion at Margaret Harris Comprehensive School
b. Business Services ~ No Agenda Item This Month
c. Fleet and Transportation Services

i. Contract Renewal and Ratification- Medical Review Officer Services- Caduceus USA 
Medical Services, LLC - Contract Renewal #4 of 4 (Not to Exceed $200,000)
d. School Nutrition Services
i. Contract Award - Bid No. 24-26 for School Nutrition Small Wares Equipment - Sam 

Tell and Son, Inc.  (Not to exceed $250,000 for SY24-25)
e. E-SPLOST/Capital Improvement Projects
i. E-SPLOST VI Project:  RFQu No. 24-752-039 Group 2 Security Vestibules Project 

Award Approval (Lefko Development, Inc./dba Lefko Construction-Pre-Construction 

Phase Fee (Not to exceed $100,000) ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
ii. Contract Award – CM@Risk -E-SPLOST V Project:  RFQu No. 24-752-032 - Rock 

Chapel Elementary School HVAC System Replacement and Renovations Project 

Award -The Evergreen Corporation dba Evergreen Construction - Pre-Construction 

Phase Fee (Not to exceed $100,000) ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
iii. Reimbursement Funds Application - Approval of the Fiscal Year 2026 Capital Outlay Application (Not to exceed $1,058,030)
 ~ Opposed by Mrs. Hill
4. INFORMATION & INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
        Presented by: Ms. Monika T. Davis, Chief Information Officer, Division of Information &
 Instructional Technology
a. Microsoft A5 License Purchase Annual Subscription from Dell EMC (Not to exceed $1,499,360.44)

b. AT&T Cellular Services Renewal from AT&T Mobility (Not to exceed $774,000)
c. Mitel Annual Maintenance Upgrade (Not to exceed $459,984.26)

5. CHIEF OF STAFF ~ No Agenda Item This Month
         Presented by: Mr. Elijah Palmer, Chief of Staff, Chief of Staff Division
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6. FINANCE

        Presented by: Mr. Byron Schueneman, Chief Financial Officer, Division of Finance
a. Acceptance of the August 2024 Monthly Financial Report  ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
b. Approval of the FY2026 DeKalb County School District Budget Calendar ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
c. Renewal of the Hall Booth Smith, P.C., Law Firm Agreement (Year 3 of 5) ~ Updated 10.3.2024 ~ Opposed by Dr. Morley
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7. HUMAN RESOURCES
        Presented by: Mrs. Tasha Davis Mills, Chief Human Resources Officer, Division of Human 
 Resources
a. Approval of the Human Resources Monthly Report for October ~ Updated 10.3.2024 ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
8. SCHOOLS & LEADERSHIP ~ No Agenda Item This Month
Presented by: Mrs. Michelle Dillard, Chief of Schools, Division of Schools & Leadership
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9. CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

          Presented by: Ms. Stacy E. Stepney, Chief Academic Officer, Division of Curriculum & 

        Instruction
a. FY25 Heavy Equipment Operations Pathway Simulator Grant (Not to exceed $324,000)

10. WRAP AROUND SERVICES
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    Presented by: Kishia K. Towns, Ph.D., Chief of Wrap Around Services, Division of Wrap 

Around Services 
a. Renewal: Everyday Labs Attendance Intervention (Not to exceed $121,733) ~ Opposed 
by Dr. Morley
11. STUDENT SERVICES
      Presented by: Dr. Norman Sauce III, Chief of Student Services, Division of Student 
Services
a. Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) DeKalb County School District (DCSD) and 

ViewPoint Health (VPH)
12. DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION
    Presented by: Triscilla Weaver, Ph.D., Chief of Equity, Division of Diversity, Equity & 
 Inclusion
a. Athletics ~ No Agenda Item This Month
b. RFP 25-600 Comprehensive Equity Audit (Not to exceed $178,000) ~ Opposed by 
Dr. Morley
13. ACCOUNTABILITY & CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
Presented by: Dr. Candace Alexander, Chief of Accountability & Continuous Improvement,  
Division of Accountability & Continuous Improvement
a. Communities In Schools Atlanta, Incorporated (CIS) for Stone Mountain Elementary 

School and Flat Shoals Elementary School Ratification and Approval (Not to exceed $300,000)
14. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS
         Presented by: Mrs. Jennifer Caracciolo, Deputy Chief Communications Officer, Division 
of Community Engagement & Innovative Partnerships 
a. DONATIONS / GRANTS 
i. Approval of Donation from Mr. Robert Waltemeyer’s Estate in Care of Truist 

Wealth Management (Not to exceed $21,333.33) Item Tabled until Nov.
ii. Approval of Grant Funds from the United States Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) Clean School Bus Program (Not to exceed $20,319,250)
15. LEGAL SERVICES
          Presented by: Mr. H. Eric Hilton, Chief Legal Officer, Division of Legal Services
a. RISK MANAGEMENT
i. RFP 22-462, Renewal of the DeKalb County School District’s (“District”) Workers’ Compensation Third Party Administrator Services Contract with Brentwood 

(Renewal Year 3 of 5) (Not to exceed $494,523)

ii. RFQ No. 23-02, Insurance Defense Legal Services to Swift Currie (Year 2 of 5) 


 F. AMENDMENT TO THE BYLAWS & POLICIES
 Presented by Mrs. Mariel Smith, Legal Counsel, Hall Booth Smith P.C. 

1. Ready For Action: Board Policy BBA: Board Officers ~ Updated 10.1.2024 ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
2. Ready For Action: Board Policy BBE: School Board Attorney ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
3. Ready For Action: Deletion of Board Policy BBF: Advisory Committees and Combine with Board Policy BBC: Board Committees  ~ Opposition by Dr. Morley
4. Ready For Action: Board Policy BBC: Board Committees ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
5. Ready For Action: Board Policy BBBE: Board Member Compensation and Expenses ~ Abstention by Dr. Morley
G. ADJOURN TO AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

   It is requested that the DeKalb County Board of Education adjourn the October 7, 2024
    meeting to an executive session for the purpose of discussing permitted matters regarding

    litigation, land, legal, personnel and student appeals. 

              Motion by:  ___________     Seconded by:  ___________      Vote:  __________
1. ADJOURN THE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

It is requested that the DeKalb County Board of Education adjourn the October 7, 2024 executive session and convene to a work session.
Motion by:  ___________     Seconded by:  ___________      Vote:  __________
2. PERSONNEL RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION

   Presented by: Mrs. Tasha Davis Mills, Chief Human Resource Officer, Division of 
 Human Resources
 H. CONVENE THE BUSINESS MEETING 
    It is requested that the Board of Education convene the October 7, 2024, business  meeting.

    Motion by:  ___________     Seconded by:  ___________      Vote:  __________
I. CONVENE THE COMMUNITY INPUT SESSION ~ 5:45pm ~ Updated 10.7.2024
           Convened by: Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr., Chair 
          *Speakers  
1.  Sonia Anderson – No show
2.  Tracie Moffatt

3.  Dante Renzulli – Request withdrawn 10.7.2024
4.  Deborah Jones

5.  Nancy Kelly

6.  Cicily Newby

7.  Joe Williams

8.  Paz Reyes

9.  Arlean Timmons – No show
10. JW White – Request withdrawn 10.7.2024
11. Shirley Bennett – No show
12. Willie Pringle

13. Sundra Burdette

14. Abby Norman
J. CONSENT AGENDA

    It is requested that the DeKalb Board of Education approve the October 7, 2024, consent 

    agenda items.

                 Motion by:  ___________     Seconded by:  ___________      Vote:  __________
K.  ACTION ITEM(S)

           1. APPROVAL OF AN ITEM(S) FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION
               Presented by: Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr., Chair
           2. APPROVAL OF AN AGENDA ITEM(S) PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

                Presented by: Mr. Diijon DaCosta, Sr., Chair
L. ADJOURN
    It is requested that the DeKalb County Board of Education adjourn the October 7, 2024,
  combined work session and business meeting.

    Motion by:  ___________     Seconded by:  ___________      Vote:  ____________
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