EXHIBIT 1
EVIDENCE OF THREE (3) PUBLIC HEARINGS



2/5/25, 9:08 AM Print ltem

HB 581 Public Hearing #1

_ 01/14/2025 06:00 PM
. e . ' Bibb County School District
BIBE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2003 Riverside Drive, PLC.1

Macon, GA 31204
Printed : 2/5/2025 9:08 AMET

Jo— —_—

H
: 12
H Yok
[ I
%
[/

Saanneet®

l. Call to Order

Il. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Ill. HB 581 Presentation

IV. Invitations to Visitors to Address the Board

V. Adjourn

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Printitem.aspx?S=4013&MID=123065&Con=true&t=a
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HB 581 Public Hearing #1

01/14/2025 - 06:00 PM
Bibb County School District

Bi:‘BB COUNTY éGL ngTRiC:f 2003 Riverside Drive, PLC-1
S - ' Macon, GA 31204
MEETING MINUTES
3
%
Yavawn®
Attendees
Voting Members

Mr. James Freeman, President

Dr. Sundra Woodford, Vice President
Mr. Daryl Morton, Treasurer

Mr. Barney Hester, Board Member
Ms. Myrtice Johnson, Board Member
Mrs. Kristin Hanlon, Board Member
Dr. Lisa Garrett-Boyd, Board Member
Dr. Henry Ficklin, Board Member

l. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m.

Il. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
The agenda was approved.

Motion made by: Mr. Daryl Morton
Motion seconded by: Ms. Myrtice Johnson
Voting:

Mr. James Freeman - Yes

Dr. Sundra Woodford - Not Present
Mr. Daryl Morton - Yes

Mr. Barney Hester - Yes

Ms. Myrtice Johnson - Yes

Mrs. Kristin Hanlon - Yes

Dr. Lisa Garrett-Boyd - Yes

Dr. Henry Ficklin - Yes

lll. HB 581 Presentation
Eric Bush presented information on HB 581.



IV. Invitations to Visitors to Address the Board
There were no requests to address the Board.

V. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 6:11 p.m.

Motion made by: Dr. Henry Ficklin
Motion seconded by: Mr. Barney Hester
Voting:

Mr. James Freeman - Yes

Dr. Sundra Woodford - Not Present
Mr. Daryl Morton - Yes

Mr. Barney Hester - Yes

Ms. Myrtice Johnson - Yes

Mrs. Kristin Hanlon - Yes

Dr. Lisa Garrett-Boyd - Yes

Dr. Henry Ficklin - Yes
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I. CalltoOrder

Il. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

lil. HB 581 Presentation

IV. Invitations to Visitors to Address the Board

V. Adjourn

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Printltem.aspx?S=4013&MID=123132&Con=true&t=a
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REQUEST TO ADDRESS THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
(Please print)

DATE: ’2,/5’ [ AT

Name: Aoy, Hukapeet ©

ADDRESS:__ /| .7 , e it S

CITY: A\ sty STATE:__ {41 ZIP CODE: __ %/ :
PHONE NUMBER: (HOME) ek 2~ 4 7N-73 7~ ST &
EMAIL ADDRESS: (7l £G4 Ca\WC L O & ila WA o s

REPRESENTING:  [X SELF
[1 GROUP (PLEASE SPECIFY):

SPEAKER IS A: [ District Parent/Guardian [J Student [ Macon-Bibb County Resident
[ Non-Resident Property Owner [ District Employee [ Other (Please Specity):

TOPIC TO BE ADDRESSED:__ /7 /[ = <! B +

IS YOUR TOPIC AN ITEM ON THE MEETING AGENDA? EXES O NO

LIST THE SCHOOL OFFICIALS TO WHOM YOU HAVE ALREADY REFERRED YOUR CONCERN:
Ly sy <
—

DO YOU HAVE MATERIALS TO SUBMIT TO THE BOARD? [1 YES ['Sf,NO
If yes, please submit the materials to the Board Clerk via email (board @bcsdk12.netj to allow time for

copying the materials before the meeting. If materials cannot be submitted electronically, speakers are
asked to provide eleven (11) copies of any materials at the Board meeting.

LES ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM AND
S [ NO

HAVE YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND THE RU
POLICY BCB!, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN BOARD MEETINGS? [J YE

/ o 4= / @2
B Sy feast (LA DA fra~ A2
§ ]
= L " ”:r'"‘.l. ) : 7 /'. = P s =
4 /
< / 7 4 JL U’-/{»; ot



RULES FOR ADDRESSING THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Board of Public Education for Bibb County (“Board”) recognizes the need for
communicating with citizens and encourages such individuals to attend its meetings to
understand the role of the Board and the operations of the Bibb County School District
(“District”).To assure that citizens who wish to address the Board will be heard and allow the
Board to conduct its meetings in an orderly and efficient manner, the Board of Education
encourages citizens to carefully read Policy BCBI, Public Participation in Board Meetings, and
adopts the following guidelines for the public comment portion of its meetings:

1. Citizens may request to speak regarding any item on the monthly agenda.

2. Under circumstances 16 be determined by the Board President, citizens may speak
regarding items not on the monthly agenda.

3. Before addressing the Board, individuals are urged to seek a satisfactory solution to their
concerns by following the proper staff and administrative channels (Example: teacher -*

principal -* director -* assistant superintendent -* superintendent).

4. Citizens must submit a written request to speak, stating name, address, and the topic to
be addressed, and the names of school officials with whom the problem has afready
been discussed using the “Request to Address the Board Form.” These forms made be
submitted by mail (Attn: Board Clerk, 484 Mulberry Street, Macon, GA 31201) or
electronically (board @bcsdk12.net) by noon on the day of the Board meeting. Individuals
completing the form in person at a meeting must register in person at the sign-in table at
least 30 minutes prior to start of the Board meeting.

5. Groups/Organizations are asked to designate a single spokesperson;

6. If several individuals wish to address the same matter, the Board President may select
representatives of each side of the issue to speak;

7. Speakers shall have a maximum of three (3) minutes each and must stop speaking
promptly when their time is up.

8. Speakers may not address confidential student or personnel matters.

9. Speakers should be courteous and professional. Speakers may offer objective criticisms
of school operations and programs, but abusive language and/or personal attacks will not

be permitted.

10. The Board will not permit abusive language, comments, applause, or shouts from the
audience. Disruptive persons will be asked to leave the meeting room.

11.Board members will not respond to comments from speakers. The Board President will
refer speakers to the Superintendent and District staff, as necessary, for further

resolution.

Speakers who fail to adhere to the above rules will have their allotted speaking time
stopped.
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I. CalltoOrder

1l. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Ill. HB 581 Presentation

IV. Invitations to Visitors to Address the Board

V. Adjourn

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Printitem.aspx?S=4013&MID=123135&Con=trus&t=a



EXHIBIT 2
PROOF OF THE ADVERTISEMENT
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The Beaufort Gazette Durham | The Herald-Sun The Modesto Bee
The Belleville News-Democrat Fort Worth Star-Telegram The Sun News - Myrtle Beach
Bellingham Herald The Fresno Bee Raleigh News & Observer
Centre Daily Times The Island Packet Rock Hill | The Herald
Sun Herald The Kansas City Star The Sacramento Bee
M CC Ia tc hy Idaho Statesman Lexington Herald-Leader San Luis Obispo Tribune
Bradenton Herald The Telegraph - Macon Tacoma | The News Tribune
The Charlotte Observer Merced Sun-Star Tri-City Herald
The State Miami Herald The Wichita Eagle
Ledger-Enquirer El Nuevo Herald The Olympian
Account & Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth
17655 624607 Legal Display Ad-IPL0210810 - IPL021081 HB 581Bibb Noticeof Int |  $645.80 3 10.18in
Attention: Ms. Clare McBride
BIBB CO BOARD OF EDUCATION " o Whom It May Concern:
PO BOX 6157
TS © Thisis to certify the legal advertisement in the
MACON, GA 31213 +  above stated case was published in The Telegraph
Tiffany.Everidge@bcsdki2.net ! legal section on:
2insertion(s) published on:
01/05/25, 01/12/25
Copy of ad content
is on the next page

By placing your legal organ advertisement with
this newspaper, you agree that your sole remedy if
the newspaper should make a mistake in the text
or the timing of publication of your advertisement
is a refund of the cost you paid for the
advertisement or re-advertisement at no
additional cost to you.

Lillmade “Spme

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 14th day of
January in the year of 2025

defzu‘ K (iddpa

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

"wt, MARGARET KATHLEEN WILSON
i1 My Notary ID # 134916732
Expires May 24, 2028

Emforlostorduplcate
Legal document please do not destroy!



INTENT TO
OPT OUT OF
HOMESTEAD
EXEMPTION

The Bibb County Board of Education
intends to opt out of the statewide
adjusted base year ad valorem
homestead exemption for the Bibb
County School District. All concerned
citizens are invited to the first public
hearing on this matter to be held at
the Professional Learning Center at
Martin Whitley Educational Complex,
2003 Riverside Drive, Macon, Georgia
on January 14, 2025, at 6:00 P.M.

Times and places of additional public
hearings on this matter are at the
Bibb County School District Central
Office, 484 Mulberry Street, fourth
floor board room on January 21, 2025,
at 11:00 a.m., and at 4:00 p.m.
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Nonprofit is helping young
soccer players change lives

BY KEVIN BAXTER
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES .

Adversity was on the
schedule every week for
the South Los Angeles
Legends, a sovcer team of
11- and 12-year-old girls,
many of whom were graw-
ing wp in underserved
communities.

“We were trying to
navigate a pay-to-play
system that had basically
outpriced our communi-
ty,” said LaShon Woal-
dridge, the team manager
and single mother of its
goalkeaper.

That was not the only
thing that made the Leg-
ends, well, legendary. In
what is largely 2 white
suburban sport, especially
at the youth level, the
Legends' roster was made
up entirely of Black youths
from South L.A., girls who
had to fight for access and
equality before they got
close to a plaving field.

Yet they didn’t lose a
game, going unbealen in
96 matches en route W an
AYSO national champion-
ship.

That was five years ago
and those pint-sized trail-
blazers have become high
school seniors. For most of
them the skills, self-assur-
ance and suceess they
developed in that magical
supimer on the field have
followed them into the
classroom, where they
have continued to excel
and defy expectatians.

“Tr definitely gave me
confidence,” said Amee-
rah Kaolleff, 17, an honor
student wha also plays
soceer at the academically
challenging Girls Academ-
ic Leadership Academy,
the anly public all-girls
STEM school in Cali-
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Some of the players from the South Los Angeles Legends, an AYSQ team that won a
national title in 2019, have gone on to excel wilh the South Los Angeles SoCal United
and 1 the classroom since ther adds-defying championship victory.

foria. “It showed me that
if we fight hard enough,
we can get what we want "

Soccer is also opening
doors amd opportunities
for Sidney Wooldridge,
Kolleff’s 17-year-old club
teammate at SaCal United
who is also an honor stu-
dent at GALA, where she
has won twa L..A. City
championships.

[ (rink it starled my
journey and gave me the
idea that ] want to contin-
ue in soccer in college,”
she said. “[aving that
support system around
me, the same peaple who
were there in 2019, having,
(he same people now gave
me the reassurance that 1
can do it.”

To take that suceess @
the next level, both girls
have expanded their sup-
part systems ta inclade
ACCESS U, a nonprofit
foundation that provides
students from underserv-

iced communities who
stand out in soccer and
academics with the re-
sources and guidance they
need to negotiate the
coflege reeruilment pro-

changing.

“I"m perfecaly happy 10
help them get to college.
So 1 really think of it as an
education pragram that
fillers through socio-eco-
nomic 1l and

ccss. The was
established in 2016 by
Joaquin Escoto, now exec-
utive vice president of
MLS expansion club San
Dicgo FC, and Brad Roth-
enberg, son of Alau Roth-
cnberg, a former U.S,
Soccer president and the
man behind the 1994
World Cup, the only one
held in the U.S.

The program is not
designed to turn young,
players into pros. Rathen-
berg said few of the kids
currently in the program
have the skill or desire to
make a living plaving
soccer. But many, such as
Kolleff and Wonldridge,
are good enongh to get a
college scholarship and
that alone can be life-

finds Kids,” he said. “By
just helping them connect
the dots to college coaches
and scholarships ... these
Kids are going to elite
schouls that they didn't
know was in their grasp.”

And they'll graduate
fram thuse schools with
little to no debt.

Before launching AC~
CESS 1/, Rothenberg was
co-faumder of Alianza de
Putbol, a nationwide pro-
pram focused on creating
soccer opportunities for
Hispanic youth, whe often
found their entry into the
game blocked by the same
pay-for-play system that
frustrated the South Los
Angeles Legends.

“Passionately devoted

-

10 equily in soceer,” reads
the bio on Rothenberg’s
Linkedln page.

ACCESS U provides its
student-athletes with as
nrany as 80 hours of une-
an-one tutoring, a 10~
week test-prep course and
college counseling serv-
ices for free. Some players
are also sent to so-called
“ID camps,” which can he
a crucial part of the
recruiting pracess because
they offer a eampetitive
environment for players to
experience whal college is
like while also giving them
entry to coaches and
schoals.

To be admitted to AC-
CESS U, players must
have at least a 3.2 grade-
point average and be good
enough Lo compete at the
college level, but not nec-
essarily beyond thal.

Rothenberg tetls the
story of Noel Ortega to
illustrate the influence his
program can have. An
excellent student and the
City Section plaver of the
year at Birmingham High,
Ortega was headed to Cal
State Northridge before
ACCESS U intervened and
helped get him a scholar-
ship to Cornell. He started
11 games in three seasons,
scoring just once, but he
wan an academic All-fvy
League award before
praduating into a job as an
analyst with Geldman
Sachs.

“We have two Kids at
Harvard, one on his way
10 Penn,” Rothenberg
said. “For these kids that
does matter. It's a resume-
maker for them.”

There are a record 66
soccer players - 62 of
them girls - currently in
the program, said Rothen-
berg, who would like to
see that number grow to
four times that many by
2026. To da that, he says
the $500,000 budget he
had this year will have to
riple.

“I went ta an vy League
school,” said Rothenberg,
who graduated from
Brown “and a lot of my
friends have done very

SUNDAY JAKUARY 5 2025

well for themselves. They
know I’'m coming after

them. They're hiding but
I'm coming to get them.”

Kolleff hopes her re-
sume eventually includes
a degree from Howard
University, 2 historically
Black college that recently
replaced Stanford as her
top cheice,

“I wanted to be ona
team that Jooked like me,”
she said.

Wooldridge’s mother
said het daughter is con-
sidering Chicago Uni:
versity, Greenville Uni-
versity and Texas South-
etn, among other schools.

“I'm a student before
T'm an athlete. So in arder
o suceeed on the field T
now have to succeed in
school as well,” said Sid-
ney Wooldridge, whose
club soccer obligatians not
only include excellent
grades but community
service hours as well.

“They set the bar high
for the yeunger of gitls
generation following
them,” LaShon Wool-
aridge said.

ACCESS U graduates
will have little influence
on the world of elite soc-
cer that Rothenberg’s
father has long maved m.
Yet it can make a life-
changing impact on the
families of people such as
Ortega, Kolleff and Wool-
dridge. And the value of
that hasn’t escaped the
elder Rothenberg, who has
the most successful World
Cup in history on his re-
sume.

But his son, he said,
might be doing more im-
portant work,

“He's provided smart,
talented kids the apportu-
nity to receive a college
education without debt,”
he said. “I've always felt
organized soccer has left
so many behind because
of economics, the pay-to-
play system. ACCESS U is
filling that gap.

“Necdless to say, as
Brad’s father I have im-
mense pride in what he’s
dedicated his life to.”

Discovery looks to shed new
light on early Christianity

BY ARISTOS GEORGIOU
Newsveek Workd

Researchers have de-
ciphered a mysterious
inscription hidden within
an ancient amulet, uncov-
ering fascinating new
insights into the early
history uf Christianity.

The small, silver amulet
was originally found in
2018 al the archacologival
site of Nida—an ancient
Roman town located near
the former northern fron-
tier of the empire in what
is now the subwsbs of the
city of Frankfurt am Main,
Germany.

Lxcavalions al the site
reveated the amulet in 2
Roman grave dated to
between AD. 230-270,
tucked under the lower
jaw of a man’s skeleton.
Known as a phylactery,
this type of amulet served
as a kind of conlainer to
hold ohjects believed 1o be
imbued with magical
properties that were in-
tended to pratect the
wearer.

The Frankfurt amulet,
in particular, contains a
wafer-thin picce of rolled
up silver foil featuring an
inscription, which re-
searcliers have finally
managed Lo decode with
the help of advanced tech-
nology, the city of Frank-
furl am Main announced
in a statement,

After its discovery, the
silver amulet was con=
served and restored at te
Archacological Musewn in
Frankfurt. Microscopic
cxaminations and X-ray
scans conducted in 2019
identified the presence of
an inseription on the tin
silver foil.

But the foil was too
brittle and fragile to be
unrolled, preventing re-
searchers fram investipat-
ing the inscription any
fiuther.

A breakthrough came in
May 2024 though when
experts examined the
artifaet using a state=of-
the-art CT scanner at the
Leibniz Center for Archae-
ology in Mainz (LEIZA).

“The challenge in the
analysis was that the silver
sheet was ralled, but after
around 1,800 years, it was
of course alse vreased and
pressed. Using CT, we
‘were able 10 scan it ata
very high resolution and
create a 31 model,” Ivan
Calandra, head of the
imaging laboratory at
LEIZA, said the statement.

“Ihis “digital unrolling"
allowed researchers ta
decipher the mscription
for the first time, although
some sections have been
lost. Intriguingty, the teat
- which was found to con-
tain references to St. Ti
tus, a disciple and cu
dant of the Apostle Paul,
as well as Jesus ~ is written
entirely m Latin.

“That's unusua) for the
time. Normally, such m-

scriptions on amulets were
written in Greek or He-
brew,” Markus Scholz
from Frankfurt's Goethe
University, who deci-
phered the text in callab-
oration with other experts,
said in the statement.

1t is also unusual that
the text contains o refer-
enee o any other faith
besides Christianity. Up
until the 5th century,
these types of precious
metat amulets typically
exhibited influences from
other faiths and belief
systuins, including Ju-
daism and paganism. But
the Frankfurt amulet ap-
pears to be purely Chris-
tian in nature.

Tn the 3rd century -
when the anwilet appears
o date to - Christianity
was grawing and spread-
ing throughour the Roman
Empire. But its followers
were still somefimes sub-
ject to reprisals and perse-
cution, potentially making
it risky for people te iden-
tify as Christians.
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INTENT TO
OPT OUT OF
HOMESTEAD
EXEMPTION

The Bibb County Board of Education
intends to opt out of the statewide
adjusted base year ad valorem
homestead exemption for the Bibb
County School District. All concerned
citizens are invited to the first public
hearing on this matter to be held at
the Professional Learning Center at
Martin Whitley Educational Complex,
2003 Riverside Drive, Macon, Georgia
on January 14, 2025, at 6:00 P.M.

Times and places of additional public
hearings on this matter are at the
Bibb County School District Central
Office, 484 Mulberry Street, fourth
floor board room on January 21, 2025,
at 11:00 a.m., and at 4:00 p.m.
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Can Trump really
rename Gulf of
Mexico to ‘Gulf
of America’?

BY EVE SAMPSON
NYT News Sarewe

America.”

“Why don't we call it
Mexican America? It
sounds pretty, no#”

i said.

Denald
Trump said Tuesday that
he planned to change the
name of the Gulf of Mex-
ico to the “Gulf of Amer-
ica,” one of several for-
eign policy proposals that
left world leaders reeling.

“It has a beautiful
ring,” he said of the pro-
posed name change for
the body of water that
borders several U.S. and
Mexican states.

Trump’s proposal was
met with derision in Mex-
ico and glee by late-night
comedians, although
supporters such as Rep.
Marjorie Taylor Greene,
R-Ga., vowed to make it a
reality.

Q: Who named the
Gulf of Mexico?

‘The gulf’s name first
appeared on maps used
by Spanish explorers in
the 16th century, well
before the founding of
the United States.

On Wednesday, Presi-
dent Claudia Sheinbaum
of Mexico displayed a
map from 1607 that in-
cluded the Guif of Mex-
ico. It also labeled North
America as “Mexican

Q: Can Trump re-
name the Gulf?

Trump, as president,
could press for changes to
geographical names as
they are used in the Unit-
ed States.

There is a precedent: In
2015, President Barack
Obama used his exec-
utive powers to change
the name of an Alaska
mountain from “McKin-
ley” to “Denali.” Trump
has vowed to reverse that
decision.

But whether other
countries would honor
any change is a different
story.

“Today, there is no
formal international
agreement or protocol in
place for naming mar-
itime areas,” said John
Nyberg, the director of
the International Hydro-

ographic Names, part of
the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, says on its website
that it only considers
name changes for “com-
pe]ling" reasons. “Gener-
ally,” it adds, “the most
1mpm1=m puhcy regard-

ing names is Iocal use
and acceptance.”

Q: What other bodies
of water have disputed
names?

‘The body of water that
separates Iran from Saudi
Arabia has long been a
source of tensian. Iran
wants it called the “Per~
sian Gulf,” while Saudi
Arabia prefers “Arabian
Gulf.”

The U.S. Navy has used
the term “Arabian Gulf,”
to avoid friction with an
important ally, but the
U.S. Board on Geographic
Names has mandated use
of the “Persian Gulf” for
official business.

Contention alsc exists
around the name of the
sea that is bordered by
Japan, North Korea,
South Korea and Russia.
Japan refers to it as the
Sea of Japan while South
Korea maintains that it
has been called the East
Sea for centuries,

The body of water that
borders Brunei, China,
Malaysia, the Philippines,
Taiwan and Vietnam —
commonly known as the
Suulh China Sea in the

graphic Or

which works to standar-
dize and chart marine
boundaries, in an email.

The national geograph-
ic naming authority is the
1.8, Board on Geographic
Names, he added.

The U.8. Board on Ge-

glish-speaking world —
is also disputed. anferent
countries have proposed
their own names for the
sea to highlight their own
territorial claims to cer-~
tain islands.

JESSE FRAGA

A groundbreaking ceremony marked the start of construction on an apartment
complex and parking garage on Tuesday on DT. Walton Senior Way and Poplar St. Lane
behind City Hall in downtown Macon.

FROM PAGE A

CONSTRUCTION

Urban Development Au-
thority member, said this
project is a sign of the
city's growth and revital-
ization.

“For businesses like
mine and so many others,
it means more foot traffic
and energy on our streets
... a place where people

can live, work and thrive,”
Kressin said at a ground-
breaking ceremony an the
property Tuesday.

‘This project and other
properties under devel-
opment downtown are
worth over $1.5 billion,
according to Mayor Lester
Miller. This includes Rosa

Park Square, the
recently-demolished old
Ramada hotel, two hotels,
green space next to Barks
N’ Brews and a fiiness
center.

“If you've enjoyed the
ride in the last four years,
Tcan tell you that you
need to put an extra seat
belt on for the next four
yeurs, because you're
going to see a lot of this,”
Miller said.
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Biden concedes he
had qualms about
serving 4 more years

BY PETER BAKER
NYT News Service

WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden
acknowledged in a new
interview released
Wednesday that he might
not have had the vitality to
serve another four years in
office, even as he insisted
that he could have wan
reelection had he stayed
in the race.

Biden, 82, who aban-
doned his hid for a second
term in July under enor-
mous pressure from Dem-
ocrats panicked over his
faltering debate perform-
ance against former Presi-
dent Donald Trump,
miaintained that he was
still in good enough shape
to run the country as he
finishes his term.

“So far, so good,” he
told USA Today. “But who
knows what I'm geing to
be when I'm 86 years
old?”

That was exactly the
point many Democrais
raised privately for
months before the issue
exploded into public view
with the televised debate
in June, when a frail-look-
ing Biden struggled to
finish sentences and at
times appeared hlank or
confused.

Until then and even
after the debate for a few
weeks, Biden and his
closest advisers argued
that he was still vigorous
enough to beat Trump
despite polls showing
widespread doubts about
his capacity, including
among Demacrats. Even
now, after his stand-in,
Vice President Kamala
Harris, last to Trump,
Biden said he would have
prevailed.

“It’s presurnptuous to
say that, but | think yes,”
RBiden said in the inter-

view. But when the ques-
tion turmed to whether he
would have been able to
bear the extraordinary
burdens that come with
the presidency uniil age
6, Biden, already the
oldest president in U.S.
history, conceded daubts
that he rarely admits to. “I
don’t know,” he said.

“When Trump was
running again for reelec-
tion, I really thought I had
the best chance of beating
him,"” Biden said of the
2020 contest that he won.
“But 1 also wasn't locking
to be president when [ was
85 years old, 86 years old.
And so I did talk about
passing the baton.”

Biden added: “But [
don’t know. Who the hell
knows?”

SUNDAY JANUARY 12 2025

at first that he could still
serve as president into his
id-80s, he went back on
his 2020 promise to be a
“bridge” to anather gener-
ation, preventing the party
from grooming a succes-
sor eatlier.

By the time he dropped
out, the party had no time
for a full competition to
replace him as its nomi-
nee. Haris, who stepped
up to take the nomination
in part by default, had just
107 days to mount a gen-~
eral election campaign
against Trump and fell
short by 1.5 percentage
paints in the popular vote.

Many Democrats have
soured on Biden as are-
sult, blaming him for
Trump's return to power.
“I don’t think there is any
doubt that eur country
would have been better off
if President Biden had
decided not to run for
reelection,” Sen. Michael
Bennet of Colorada, told
The New York Times a
few weeks a!ter the elec-

Biden alsa irmedin  tion,
the interview that he was  sentiments in the party
considering granting pre- Susan Page, the Wash-
emptive pardons to some  ington Bureau chief for
of Trump's perceived USA Today who canduct-

enemies to protect them
against what the incaming
president has vowed will
be “retribution.” Among
those known to be under
consideration are figures
such as former Rep. Liz
Cheney, R-Wyo., and Dr.
Anthony Fauci, who led
the response to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

During his meeting with
Trump after the election,
Biden said he tried to
dissuade him from pursu-
ing his adversaries.

“I tried to make clear
that there was no need,
and it was counterintuitive
for his interest to go back
and try to seftle scores,”
Biden said, Trump did not
say much in response. “He
didn’t reinforce it. He just
basically listened.”

Biden's decision to run
for reelection may prove
to be one of the most
consequential of his presi-
dency and a major factor
in his legacy. By insisting

ed her newspaper’s in-
terview with him Sunday
at the White House, wrote
that aver the course of
nearly an hour he “was
engaged and loguacious,
thaugh at times he spoke
50 softly that it was Qiffi-
cult to hear him.”

He made the case that
age has been an asset for
him. “I think the only
advantage of being an old
gity is that I've known
every major world leader
for a long time. And so 1
had a perspective on each
of them and their inter-
ests,” said Biden, who
previously served 36 years
in the Senate and eight as
vice president. “And so 1
think it helped me navi-
gate some of the funda-
mental changes taking
place, whether it's in Eu-
1ope, in Latin America, in
the Middle East, in the Far
East.”

INTENT TO
OPT OUT OF
HOMESTEAD
EXEMPTION

The Bibb County Board of Education
intends to opt out of the statewide
adjusted base year ad valorem
homestead exemption for the Bibb
County School District. All concerned
citizens are invited to the first public
hearing on this matter to be held at
the Professional Learning Center at
Martin Whitley Educational Complex,
2003 Riverside Drive, Macon, Georgia
on January 14, 2025, at 6:00 P.M.

Times and places of additional public
hearings on this matter are at the
Bibb County School District Central
Office, 484 Mulberry Street, fourth
floor board room on January 21, 2025,
at 11:00 a.m., and at 4:00 p.m.
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Attention: Tiffany Everidge

BIBB CO BOARD OF EDUCATION
PO BOX 6157

TS

MACON, GA 31213
Tiffany.Everidge@bcsdki2.net

Copy of ad content
is on the next page

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify the legal advertisement in the
above stated case was published in The Telegraph
legal section on:

1insertion(s) published on:
01/29/25

By placing your legal organ advertisement with
this newspaper, you agree that your sole remedy if
the newspaper should make a mistake in the text
or the timing of publication of your advertisement
is a refund of the cost you paid for the
advertisement or re-advertisement at no
additional cost to you.

Maory Castro

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of
January in the year of 2025

O/w“a_. Kobbend

Notary Publicin and for the state of South Carolina,
residing in Beaufort County

7@,  AMYL.ROBBINS
NOTARY PUBLIC
> SOUTH CAROLINA
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 11-03-32
Exira charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroyl




INTENT TO
OPTOUT OF
HOMESTEAD
EXEMPTION

The Bibb County Board of Educa-
tion intends to opt out of the state-
wide adjusted base year ad valorem
homestead exemption for the Bibb
County School District. All concerned
citizens are invited to the second and
third public hearings on this matter
to be held at the Bibb County School
District Central Office, 484 Mulber-
ry Street, fourth floor board room on
February 5, 2025, at 11:00 am., and
at 4:00 p.m.

The first public hearing on this matter
was held on January 14, 2025 at 6:00
p.m.

Due to inclement weather and a state-
wide State of Emergency, the previ-
ously scheduled second and third
public hearings were cancelled and
are now scheduled on the date and
times set forth above.
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Trump moves to shake up top
career Justice Department ranks

BY DEVLIN BARRETT, KAREN
ZRAICK AND CHARLIE
SAVAGE

NYT News Service

WASHINGTON

The frenetic scale and
speed of leadership
changes that the Trump
administration has made
at the Justice Department
in its first week alone
indicate the degree to
which it intends to re~
make not just the politi-
cal direction of the de-
partment, but also the
makeup of its senior
career ranks.

Senior officials hand-
ling natijonal security and
public corruption at the
department have been
transferred to areas far

outside their exp a;

Every new adminis-
tration replaces the polit-
ical leadership of federal
agencies and, over time,
changes same of the
senior career officials.
But what happened in
just a matter of days at
the department is much
different - stoughing off
decades of apolitical
expertise to new assign-
ments widely seen in the
building as punishments
likely to result in resigna-
tions.

Collectively, the early
moves suggest a deep
distrust of the career,
nonpartisan staff that
typically makes recom-
mendations to the politi-
cal appointees on wheth-
er to charge cases, nego-

cials who they believe are
hostile to Republican
political leadership, and
in many ways, the moves
are a blitz against parts of
the department that en-
force laws that some
conservatives do not like
but cannot get Congress
to change.

At the Environment
and Natural Resources
Division, which brings
civil and criminal cases
to enforce the nation’s
environmental protection
laws, attorneys have
been ordered to freeze all
of its efforts, including
rmaking no court filings.
For the time being, it
cannot file new com-
plaints about companies
that are breaking envi-

r laws, lodge or

have high-ranking em-
ployees overseeing envi-
ronmental, antitrust and
criminal cases. Top offi-
cials overseeing the im-
migration court system
were outright fired.

tiate or close
cases without taking
action.

President Donald
Trump and his backers
have lang complained
about a “deep state” of
career government offi-

enter consent decrees to
wind down such litiga-
tion, or move to inter-
vene in other cases.

‘The order hasled to
early problems because
the division was negotiat-

ing settlements to exist-
ing lawsuits and, in some
instances, was required
by court order to isste
filings, like procedural
updates.

The changes also tar-
geted some of the career
officials who carry the
most authority and in-
stitutional experience. At
least four of the envi-
ronment division’s sec-
tion chiefs - nearly half
its total - were reas-
signed last weekto a
newly created task force
focused on going after
so-called sanctuary cities
that do not cooperate
‘with immigration en-
forcement as much as
the new administration
would like.

Most of the senior
officials who have been
reassigned to immigra-
tion issues have little to

THE TELEGRAPH | SA
g law. They to people fam-

were told that their pay iliar with the changes

would remain unchanged wha spoke on the condi-

and that they had up to tion of anonymity for

15 days to either accept fear of reprisal.

the transfer or face the Andrew Mergen, who

possibility of being fired.  retired in 2023 after

Same measures under-
way at the department -
like the reassignment of
the head of the public
integrity section, ora
senior official handling
national security investi-
gations - are not entirely
surprising, Trump has
made plain his distaste
for the Justice Depart-
ment and the FBI over
criminal investigations of
him and his allies, re-
ferring to them over the
years as “scum.”

But in the case of some
reassignments, career
officials in the Justice
Department find it hard
to discern a reason, other
than removing people
whose legal views carry
great weight in the build-
ing.

‘The reassignment of
the senior environmental
lawyers is viewed by
some in the division as

more than three decades
at the divisien, said that
while senior officials
were sometimes reshuf-
fled under previous ad-
ministrations, it was
“more as a prerogative of
management than sort of
as this big political move.
So nothing like this has
ever happened.”

He said he worried that
the moves might drive
away the department’s
instjtutional expertise.

“Everybody who was
there the day that Trump
walked in had made the
choice to work in the
Trump administratian,
and to da their very
best,” Mergen said,
waming of the conse-
quences if there were an
exodus of career officials.
“It will be a loss to the
country if these people
leave, and if other at-
tomeys in the Justice
D leave.”

no legal in the
field, having dedicated
their legal careers Lo
other issues, such as

their leadership structure
d izing the

A spoKesperson for the
i division

officials who remain,

declined to comment.

Trump signs orders to reshape military,
transgender troops, missile defense

BY SHERIWALSH
UPLcom

President Donald
Trump signed executive
orders Monday night to
reshape the military as he
focused on transgender
service members; diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion
programs; troops who
refused COVID-19 vac-
cines and a missile de-
fense system called the
“Iron Dome.”

The president signed
the four executive orders
aboard Air Force One as
he flew back to Washing-

ton, D.C., after speaking
at 2 House GOP retreatin
Florida.

‘While Trionp did not
inmmediately ban trans-
gender service members
from the anmed forces, his
executive order directs the
Pentagon to come up with
a policy for transgender
troops based on readiness.

“To ensure we have the
nost lethal fighting force
in the world, we will get
transgender ideology the
hell out of our military.
It’s going to be gone,”
Trump told House Repub-
licans on Monday at his
property in Doral, Fla.

Trump’s second exec-
utive order bans the use of
DEI, race or “gender
ideologies” in the mil-
itary. Last week, Trump
signed an executive order
ta end DEI programs
throughout the federal
government, placing DEI
workers on paid leave.

*I ordered the end to all
of the lawless diversity,
equity and inclusion non-
sense policies across the

and all across

in one week, and it wasn’t
easy, but everybody want-
edit.”

Earlier Monday, newly
confirmed Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth told
reporters outside of the
Pentagon that relnstating
troops who resisted the
COVID-19 mandates and
creating a missile defense
system were also among
Trump’s executive orders.

“Today, there are more
ive orders coming,

&
the private sector and the
military,” Trump said
Monday. “We’re getting it
out and we’ve gotten out
pretty much., We did that

INTENT TO
OPTOUT OF
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EXEMPTION

The Bibb County Board of Educa-
tion intends to opt out of the state-
wide adjusted base year ad valorem
homestead exemption for the Bibb

... on removing DEl inside
the Pentagon, reinstating
troops who were pushed
aut because of Covid
mandates, iron dome for

(ArB

America.”

“This is happening
quickly, and as the secre-
tary of defense, it’s an
honor to salute smartly, as
1did as a junior officer
and now as the secretary
of defense, to ensure
these orders are complied
with rapidly and quickly,”
Hegseth added.

Hegseth was confirmed
Friday as defense secre-
tary by a narrow margin
of 51-50 in the U.S. Senate
with Vice President JD
Vance casting the tie-
breaking vote. Monday
marked his first official
week on the job.

Trump's third executive
order directs Hegseth to
reinstate all active and
reserve military, who were
discharged for failing to
get the COVID-19 vac-

cine. The service mem-
bers will be reinstated
with their former rank
and provided back pay
and benefils. Approxi-
mately 8,000 service
members were discharged
between August 2021 and
January 2023 for refusing
COVID-19 mandates.

The fourth execulive
order would begin the
process of creatinga
“next generation” short-
range missile defense
shield for the United
States, much like Israel's
Iron Dome.

To “immediately begin
the construction of a
state-of-the-art Iron
Dome missile defense
shield, which will be able
to protect Americans,”
Trump added. The project
is expected to take years.
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County School District. All concerned
citizens are invited to the second and
third public hearings on this matter
to be held at the Bibb County School
District Central Office, 484 Mulber-
ry Street, fourth floor board room on
February 5, 2025, at 11:00 am., and
at 4:00 p.m.

The first public hearing on this matter
was held on January 14, 2025 at 6:00
pm.

Due to inclement weather and a state-
wide State of Emergency, the previ-
ously scheduled second and third
public hearings were cancelled and
are now scheduled on the date and
times set forth above.
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Bush, Eric

——— ——— — = ama————————]
From: Lemons, Willmenta <wlemons@macon.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 2, 2025 3:39 PM
To: Bush, Eric
Cc: Everidge, Tiffany
Subject: Re: Newspaper Ad Request
Attachments: HB 581 Bibb Notice of Intent to Opt-Out.pdf

[Caution]: This email originated from outside of the BCSD organization.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe.
Do not forward suspicious messages to groups or other people.

Report suspicious emails with the "Report Message" button in Outlook.

Hello, Attached is the ad order confirmation. Size 3x10.18
Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks
Vetia

« New Telegraph print schedule effective Monday 8/19/2024.
« Digital Days: Daily
« Print days: Sunday and Wednesday

E] E Vetia Lemons
g Account Executive- Legals
EF[E

[x]
LT

AT

P (478) 744-4283
¢ (800) 342-5845

E legals.east@mcclatchy.com
W mcclatchy.com

On Thu, Jan 2, 2025 at 2:54 PM Bush, Eric <Eric.Bush@bcsdk12.net> wrote:
Hey Ms. Lemons,

| just wanted to touch base on the ad to see if you heard any recommendations. Just want to make sure
it gets printed this weekend!
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Bibb County School District

Department of Communications / Community & School Affairs
484 Mulberry Street, Suite 365, Macon, Georgia 31201, (478) 765-8548
http://www.bcsdk12.net

Dr. Dan A. Sims James M. Freeman
Superintendent of Schools Board President
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MEDIA CONTACT

Brooke Moore (478) 765-8642

BIBB COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRCT TO HOST
PUBLIC HEARINGS ON HOUSE BILL 581

January 6, 2025

(MACON, GA) — During the Bibb County Board of Education on December 19, 2024, the Bibb County School
District shared its intent to opt out of House Bill (HB) 581.

HB 581 introduces significant changes to property tax caps, homestead exemptions, and school funding. Opting
out will ensure long-term financial stability and flexibility for the school district, protecting essential revenue
streams necessary for student achievement, staff effectiveness, and stakeholder engagement.

As a part of the opt-out process, the Bibb County School District will engage in public hearings and advertisements
in the local newspaper prior to the proposed adoption of a resolution. Additionally, the District will file the
resolution with the Secretary of State by March 1, 2025.

Below are the dates and times for the public hearings:
e January 14, 2025 — Public Hearing #1, held at Professional Learning Center, 2003 Riverside Drive, 6:00

p.m.
e January 21, 2025 - Public Hearing #2, held at 484 Mulberry Street, Board Room, 11:00 a.m.

e January 21, 2025 — Public Hearing #3, held at 484 Mulberry Street, Board Room, 4:00 p.m.

The Bibb County Board of Education is scheduled for a tentative vote on HB 581 at a Called Board Meeting on
January 21, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at 484 Mulberry Street in the Board Room.

XXXXX

Mission: The BCSD maximizes fent achi t and social ional well-being by building a sense of ¢ ity in safe, equitable learning envir
Vision: Students are empowered to learn, lead, innovate, and serve as productive and caring citizens within their chosen paths of success.




From: mmunicati

To: Communications

Cc: mlewis@macon.com

Bce: Andrew Davidson; Bailev, Daphne; Bush, Eric; Everidae, Tiffany; Pelt, Kimberly; habershar?7@amail.com;
anperalta@sbgtv.cam; bodonnell@13wmaz.com; blong@41nbc.com; caleb@maconmelody.com; cdstephens@shgtv.com;
casey@maconmelody.com; gainformer@yahoo.com; blankenship_dr@mercer.edu; BriAsia.Kelley@wpganews.com;
ecarr@13wmaz.com; evelyn@maconmelody.com; fprice@13wmaz.com; gblankenship@gpb.org; dioyd@sbaty.com;
jason@maconmelody.com; jchisenhall@medlatchy.com; jfraga@macon.com; jpayne@macon.com; Joe.Kovac@ajc.com;
jbennett@gpb.org; jbaxley@13wmaz.com; kheck@13wmaz.com; karlibeetv@gmail.com;
LaurenHendrix@iheartmedia.com; fabian_li@mercer.edy; |njohnson@13wmaz.com; lolynch@13wmaz.com;
mrosen@sbagtv,com; mlewis@macon.com; majames@13wmaz.com; matt@georgiaceo.com; mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us;
miohnstonjournalism@gmail.com; news@middlegeorgiace.com; guepasa3d@msn.com; mpirelanotivisionga@amail. com;
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Importance: High

SD Holding Public Hearings o B 581

At the Bibb County Board of Education meeting on November 21. 2024, Superintendent Dr. Dan A. Sims
presented an update for Board members with information on House Bill (HB) 581 and the impact on the
Bibb County School District. The Board must vote to opt in or opt out of HB 581. The decision to optin or
opt out of HB 581 will remain in place for the next 50 years. Itis critical to understand the local impact of
this bill as the Board considers what is best for the present and future of the District. This is a one-time
local decision that could have a lasting impact on the District. To view the presentation, click here.

At the Board of Education meeting on December 19. 2024, the District shared its intent to recommend that
the Bibb County Board of Education approve a decision to opt out of HB 581. This legislative decision
introduces significant changes to property tax caps, homestead exemptions, and school funding. Opting
out will ensure long-term financial stability and flexibility for our district, protecting essential revenue
streams necessary for student achievement, staff effectiveness, and stakeholder engagement. For more

information, click here.

As a part of the opt-out process, the District will engage in public hearings and advertisements in the local
newspaper prior to the proposed adoption of a resolution.

BCSD'’s timeline for Public Hearings regarding the intent to opt out of HB 581:
® Public Hearing 1: Jan. 14, 2025 at 6 p.m. at the Professional Learning Center at Martin-Whitley
Educational Complex, 2003 Riverside Drive
® Public Hearing 2: Jan. 21, 2025 at 11 a.m. at the BSCD Central Office, 484 Mulberry Street, fourth

floor Board Room

® Public Hearing 3: Jan. 21, 2025 at 4 p.m. at the BSCD Central Office, 484 Mulberry Street, fourth floor
Board Room

e Called Board of Education Meeting to vote on HB 581: Jan. 21, 2025 at 4:30 p.m. at the BSCD
Central Office, 484 Mulberry Street, fourth floor Board Room



The District must file its resolution to opt out of HB 581, pending board approval, with the Secretary of State
by the March 1, 2025.
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Below is a link to a press release from the Bibb County School District. The community may stay connected
with the District by following the District’s Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube pages, and checking
the District’s website regularly.

e Bibb Count hool District to host Public Hearings on House Bitl 581
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