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Takeaways

● Significant progress has been made on the graduation rate

○ Consistent year-over-year increases

○ Gaps are closing

● Work remains to be done

○ Non-grads show struggles in elementary and middle grades

○ Students moving into WCPSS in the later grades more likely to be non-grads

● Supporting metrics on college, career, and citizenship readiness are mixed.  

Examples:

○ Up: Industry credentials, voter registration, GPA, college-going, tech skills

○ Down: Interest in current events, community involvement, some EOGs, 

CWRA+ scores
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Desired Outcomes

1. An understanding of current progress toward our 

graduation rate goal

2. A description of the students who are not yet

graduating on time

3. An overview of district progress on the supporting 

metrics that underlie the graduation goal in 

Vision2020

4. An opportunity for Board members to reflect and 

dialogue about the information
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Strategic Plan Goal
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WCPSS Graduation Rate

Source:  http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/reporting/cohortgradrate

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/reporting/cohortgradrate
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Graduation Rate Trends - 2015 to 2019 

Source:  http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/reporting/cohortgradrate

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/reporting/cohortgradrate
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Who Is Still Not Graduating On Time?

1,271 Non-Grads From the 2019 Cohort
● 64% (n=817) are male

● 35% (n=440) are students with disabilities

● 22% (n=275) are English language learners

● 35% (n=439) are still in school this year (i.e., 5th year of HS)

Source:  Internal WCPSS data
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Who Is Still Not Graduating On Time?

Source:  https://www.wcpss.net/domain/100Source:  Internal WCPSS data

https://www.wcpss.net/domain/100
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Who Is Still Not Graduating On Time?

From the Class of 2019 (1,271 non-grads)
● 72% (n=544) were NOT proficient in Reading in Grade 3

● 60% (n=630) were NOT proficient in Reading in Grade 5

● 72% (n=843) were NOT proficient in Reading in Grade 8

Source:  Internal WCPSS data
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Who Is Still Not Graduating On Time?

From the Entire 2019 Cohort

● Graduation rates based on when students entered

○ In WCPSS for Grade 8:  91.5% (843 non-grads)

○ Not in WCPSS for Grade 8:  84.2% (428 non-grads)

■ More likely to be Hispanic/Latino (37% vs 31%)

■ More likely to be English language learners (29% vs 18%)

■ Less likely to be students with disabilities (23% vs. 40%)

■ Less likely to still be in school (32% vs. 36%)

Source:  Internal WCPSS data
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Board Feedback Protocol #1 - Graduation Rates

• What do the results suggest to you so far, in terms of 

achieving our graduation goal?

• What in these results is surprising to you?

• What questions do you still have after seeing these data?

• What evidence/measure of progress toward graduation is 

most important to the Board?



Strategic Plan Metrics



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                13

https://www.wcpss.net/Page/26269

https://www.wcpss.net/Page/26269


Career Readiness
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Industry Credentials/Certifications Earned by
WCPSS HS Students

Source:  https://www.wcpss.net/Page/26269

https://www.wcpss.net/Page/26269


Citizenship Readiness
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Percent Demonstrating Knowledge of
Basic Financial Literacy Concepts (Juniors)

Source:  https://www.wcpss.net/Page/26269

https://www.wcpss.net/Page/26269
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Board Feedback Protocol #2 - Supporting Metrics Data

• What do the results on these metrics suggest to you so 

far, in terms of achieving our goal?

• Which of these metrics will be most important to 

continue to monitor in the future?

• Can you identify any metrics we are missing that we 

should consider?


