“Hard History” and Civic
Engagement in the High
School Classroom
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LYNCHING IN AMERICA

Racial Terror Lynchings

Racial terror lynchings were not limited to the
South, but the Southern states had the most in
the nation: over 4,000 between 1877 and 1950.

Reported lynchings
by county
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WAS TO BE EXPECTED

As wus to be expocted when the in
vestigation started, the witnesses
called by the state in the probe into
the Wake county lynching are display-
Ing either unparalleled Ignorance of
the doings in thelr own community
or are champion forgetters. Men of
the Rolesville section huve been ox-
amined in large numbers, but so [ar
no definite informatlon upon which
probable guilt can be shown has come |
to light. Of courss there are people in
that community who know ull about
the afair, and while there ix no way
of ascertaining whether It is true or
not, it would he just as safe us uny-'
thing unknown could be, to wugn-ri
that some of these people have al-
ready been examined by the solicitor,
When & community or & portion, no
matter how smaull a portion, takes up-
on itself the duty of administering the
law without legal form, they generally
know thut they will be safe so fur as!
danger of any of their nelghbors tell-
lng on them. It is not known whether '
the lynching was in charge of Roles-
ville people or not, but it is a pretyy
sufe guess that at least some of the
party lived In that community, and
that others not in the party know who
were the participants,

And while it 1s the ususl thing for
outsiders to severely condemn lynch
ings, still if a crime of the kind the
victim of the Rolexville affair wax
charged with were committed in our
own neighborhood, it would be difficult
to kéep our neighbors from doing just
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ALEX MANLY
1866-1944

Mob burned his office,

Nov. 10, 1898, leading tol§
“race riot” § restrictions
S on black voting in NC. [
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