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Where Are We?  Key Metrics

Percent of Tests That Are Positive

Percent of ED Visits This Season That Are For COVID-Like 

Illness Compared to Previous Seasons

COVID-19 Cases by Date Reported

Current COVID-19 Hospitalizations
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• Also seeing spread in: 
− Smaller Social Gatherings

− Houses of Worship

3

Cases are increasing in rural counties more 
quickly than in urban or suburban counties.

**Early Data
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• Children can get and spread COVID-19

• Children, in general have mild illness or no symptoms

• Children, especially younger children, may be less likely 

to have, and spread COVID-19 than adults

• So far in NC, US, or internationally – not seeing schools 

as a big source of spread

https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/education/What-Are-We-Learning-About-Children-and-COVID-English.pdf
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What are we learning about COVID-19 cases 
among children, adults and K-12 schools?
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**Early Data

NC COVID-19 Cases per 100,000 
by Age Group & Report Week
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New Lab-Confirmed Cases by Age Group:
Weekly Totals

6

*Most Schools Reopened (8/17)

**Early Data
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Youth and Young Adult COVID-19 Cases
Per 100,000 Pop. By Ethnicity, Ages 0-17 

7

**Early Data
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See more: Race, Ethnicity, Age, Gender Data on Dashboard
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K-12 Reported Clusters

• 390 total cluster-associated cases among all 

K-12 clusters (active and complete)
o 0 K-12 cluster-linked deaths

• 297 cases associated with currently active 

clusters as of 11/03/20
o 34 currently active clusters

o 182 among students and 115 among staff
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Comparing Education Clusters
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• Governor Cooper first announced Plan B as schools’ 

baseline operational plan

− Schools could choose more restrictive Plan C: remote-only

• As of 10/5, Plan A allowed for K – 5 (elementary grades)

• Remote instruction options must be provided for high-

risk individuals

• AAP, NAS Alignment: Schools are fundamentally 

important to children’s well-being; need to be flexible 

and balance risks/benefits.

Plan A for K – 5 only, Plan B allowed for all
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What Resources Are Available 
For K – 12 Schools?
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• “In short, success in preventing the introduction and 

subsequent transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in schools is 

connected to and dependent upon preventing 

transmission on communities.” 

• The three core indicators are:

• New cases per 100k over the last 14 days in the county

• Percent positive over the past 14 days in the county

• Ability of the school district to implement 5 key mitigation strategies 

− These are supplemented by additional indicators

• CDC indicators confirm NC’s statewide approach for making 

decisions on school operations: 

− Emphasize robust mitigation strategies, and

− Monitor community spread 
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CDC Indicators for Dynamic School Decision-
Making

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/indicators.html#thresholds
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Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/indicators.html#thresholds

CDC Re-Opening Indicators for 
K – 12 Schools

Data for the two quantitative core indicators are available on the 

NCDHHS COVID-19 dashboard

All 5 key mitigation strategies listed are already required in NC 

public schools
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Source: https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
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Source: https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/testing
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WEAR

WAIT

WASH

The Science of 
the 3 Ws
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https://www.dovepress.com/three-quarters-of-people-with-sars-cov-2-infection-are-asymptomatic-an-peer-reviewed-article-CLEP
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Whatever Your Reason, Get Behind the Mask

ncdhhs.gov/WhateverYourReason and ncdhhs.gov/CualEsTuRazon
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• Risk of infection if exposed to someone with COVID-19 

decreased by:

• 85% with social distancing

• 77% by always wearing a mask

• 76% by duration of contact <15 minutes

• 67% by frequent handwashing

19

Prevention Lasagna…..It’s all about the layers

Doung-ngern et al. Case-control study of use of personal protective measures and risk for SARS-CoV-2 infection, Thailand. Emerg Infect Dis (2020).
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• Protect against the flu, COVID-19, and other 

viruses

Practice the 3 Ws

Prevention Beyond COVID-19
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What Other Tools And Updates Are Available 
For K – 12 Schools?
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• Going live today 

• Clarification of allowing an “alternate diagnosis”

• Easier to understand example symptom 

screening questionnaire 

• Easier to understand return list for excluded 

individuals

− Clarifies when someone can come back to school who 

had screened out due to symptoms, diagnosis, or 

exposure 

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/guidance#schools
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StrongSchoolsNC 
Public Health Toolkit (K-12) 

November Updates
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• Free smart phone app to support public health

• Notifies users if they have been exposed to 

someone diagnosed with COVID-19

• App integrates with NC’s testing and tracing 

infrastructure to provide next steps to notified 

users

• Anonymous, no personal information stored

• Could be a helpful tool for school staff, older 

students, and parents/families

• Download for free through the Apple App 

Store and the Google Play Store

• Communications toolkit to help spread the 

word: 
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/slowcovidnc/communications-toolkit

23

Slow COVID NC App 
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https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1526471580
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.nc.dhhs.exposurenotification
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/slowcovidnc/communications-toolkit


24

• Influenza Vaccine – More 

important than ever this year

• Required child and adolescent 

vaccines

− Extended deadline for documentation 

until December 30th.  

− Need concerted effort to ensure 

children and adolescents (especially 

12th graders) are vaccinated

• On the horizon: COVID-19 vaccine

Vaccines 
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• See regularly updated FAQ document

• For questions about NCDHHS statewide 

guidance not covered in the FAQ document, 

email StrongSchoolsNC@dhhs.nc.gov

Questions?
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https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/guidance/education/Strong-Schools-NC-FAQs.pdf
mailto:StrongSchoolsNC@dhhs.nc.gov

