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July SBE Meeting:
• Provided process overview. 

• Timeline of activities.

• Presented Draft 3 Standards.

• Shared general Installation plan.

• State Board of Education moved to delay adoption 
while the Social Studies team worked to ensure 
diverse and explicit inclusion in the standards. 



Statewide Collaboration for 
Standards Development
• Over 70 Social Studies educators from 

across the state, representing each of the 8 
SBE districts, for entire academic-year.

• Over 7000 survey responses.
• Countless focus groups, round tables, LEA 

groups, and individual communications.
• Public feedback surveys open for 103 days.
• Facilitation by NCDPI’s diverse Social 

Studies Section.



Background:
Standards vs. Curriculum



Standards and Curriculum 
A distinction should be made between “standards” 
and “curriculum”

Standards are what we want students to know and 
be able to do - it’s the end result (the goal).

EXAMPLE: Each student will run a 5K by the end 
of 3rd grade.

Ainsworth (2010) defines curriculum as “the high 
quality delivery system for ensuring that all students 
achieve the desired end – the attainment of their 
designated grade-or course-specific standards” (p. 4).

EXAMPLE: Couch to 5K Program, daily walk/run 
and healthy eating, etc.



Standards v. Curriculum
Example



Standards v. Curriculum
Example



Standards v. Curriculum
Example



Implementation Roles 

State Level Role
● Implement Legislation and SBE Policy
● Develop Standards 
● Create Curriculum Support Tools 

○ Unpacking Documents/Content 
Indicators 

○ Glossary 
○ Crosswalks
○ Strand Maps
○ Sample Inquiries
○ Classroom Formative Assessment 

Samples
○ Chronological/Thematic Document List

● Offer Professional Learning Opportunities
○ RBT Training
○ Understanding the Standards Training
○ Regional Professional Development

● Provide Technical Assistance to Districts for 
Curriculum Development and Teaching and 
Learning

● Offer Content & Pedagogical Support 
● Determine Transition Plan for GRAD Plans

District Level Role
● Follow Legislative Mandates 

and SBE Policy
● District level Unpacking of the 

Standards 
● Determine District Options for 

Scope and Sequence 
● Develop Local Curriculum and 

Curriculum Materials
● Determine Local 

Pacing/Calendars
● Identify Resources for 

Teaching and Learning 
● Offer Professional Learning 

Opportunities and Training
● Provide Curriculum Coaching 

to Schools and Teachers

School/Building Level Role
● Follow Legislative Mandates 

and SBE and District Policy
● Further Unpacking of 

Standards 
● Operate within district level 

determinations for Scope and 
Sequence 

● Apply Appropriate Instructional 
Pacing 

● Develop Classroom Lessons 
and Student Learning 
Experiences

● Identify Teaching and Learning 
Resources 

● Engage in Professional 
Learning Opportunities and 
Training

● Provide Curriculum Coaching 
to Teachers

Standards & Curriculum Supports   →                                                        Curriculum Development  →  →  Curriculum & Instruction



Implementation Cycle 

Installation 
6 months

(2021)

● NCDPI Begins Creating Curriculum 
Support Tools 

● NCDPI Begins Developing  
Professional Development for 
Successful Teaching of the Standards

● NCDPI Begins Offering Professional 
Development Training Sessions to 
Train Users on the Support Tools and 
Pedagogical Practices

● Some Local Districts Will Decide to 
Begin Implementing the New 
Standards Early (Prior to the 
Development of the Support Tools and 
Training Being Ready)

● NCDPI Will Provide As Much 
Technical Assistance to Districts that 
Decide to Implement the Standards 
Before the Official Implementation 
Year

Implementation 
1 Year

(2021-2022)

● Everyone is Implementing the 
2020 Standards

● NCDPI Begins Comprehensive 
Training and Professional 
Development 

● NCDPI Provides Technical 
Assistance and Coaching to 
Districts, Schools, Teachers, and 
Partner Organizations

● NCDPI Begins Collecting Data 
on the Use and Teaching of the 
Standards 

● NCDPI Determines Ongoing 
Needs

Full Implementation 
3 to 5 Years

(2022 - Until Next Revision)

Continuous Quality Improvement:
● Continuous Training and 

Professional Development 
● Continuous Technical 

Assistance and Coaching
● Continued Identification and 

Curating of Curriculum and 
Instruction Resources 

● Continuous Collection of Data 
on What is Working and What 
People Find Challenging  

● Continuous Determination of 
Ongoing Needs

Implementing the N.C. Standard Course of Study 



SBE Requests



SBE Requests:

• Explicit language which promotes the 
deliberate inclusion of multiple voices

• Additional public feedback

• Snapshot examples of documents that will 
be developed to support the 
implementation of the standards upon 
their approval. 



Explicit Language Examples:

8th Grade



Explicit Language Examples:

American
History



Explicit Language Examples:

Founding 
Principles 
of North 
Carolina 

and United 
States 

History: 
Civic 

Literacy



Public Feedback:
Communication for Draft 4 Survey:

● GovDelivery 
○ Social Studies Leaders 
○ Social Studies Teachers/Listserv 
○ Academic Leaders
○ State Board of Education
○ Curriculum Leaders Update
○ Character Education Listserv 
○ Charter Schools  

● Shared with all 8 SBE districts via emails to all local PSUs within each district
● Shared with regional contacts 
● Posted on our Google site 
● Posted on NCDPI site
● Social media links
● Shared in the Top Ten
● Shared with North Carolina Council of Social Studies (NCCSS) 
● Shared with North Carolina Association of Educators (NCAE) 
● Shared with Council of State Social Studies Supervisors (CS4)
● Shared with State Board of Education Members with request to share with specific stakeholder 

groups



Public Feedback:

• 1,572 Draft 4 survey responses.

• Questions in the survey were based on national 
recommendations for identifying equity within 
state standards.

• Overall: 85% of respondents indicated a 
favorable response to the Draft 4 standards.



Snapshot of Supporting Documents



Snapshot of Supporting Documents

3rd Grade



Snapshot of Supporting Documents

American History



Additional Supports:

• Glossary
• Strand Map
• Crosswalks
• Professional Development
• Office Hours
• Technical Assistance
• Webinars



Next Steps:
If standards are approved in February:

Feb - April: Glossary
Strand Maps
Crosswalks

May - August: Professional Development
Unpacking Documents (ongoing)
Webinars
Technical Assistance



In Summary:
• Process followed SBE policy SCOS-012 and standards revision 

was feedback-based, research informed, improvement 
oriented, and process-driven. 

• Writing and Review teams were comprised of educators from 
across all SBE districts.

• Public feedback surveys represented the opinions of over 
7,000 stakeholders and were open for 103 days.

• SBE help was requested to ensure that the survey was 
accessible and open to feedback from all stakeholder groups. 

• Draft 4 Public Feedback resulted in 85% overall favorable for 
adoption of standards. 



Recommendations

Approve the K-12 Social Studies Standards 
Revisions


