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I. North Carolina Standard Course of Study 

The North Carolina Standard Course of Study (NCSCOS)* shall include the content areas of: 

• Arts Educa1on (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts), 
• Career Technical Educa1on** (Agricultural Educa1on; Business, Finance and 

Informa1on Technology; Career Development Educa1on; Family and Consumer 
Sciences Educa1on; Health Sciences Educa1on; Marke1ng and Entrepreneurship 
Educa1on; Technology Engineering and Design Educa1on; and Trade & Industrial 
Educa1on), 

• Computer Science 
• Digital Learning 
• English Language Arts, 
• English Language Development, 
• Healthful Living (Health and Physical Educa1on), 
• Informa1on and Technology, 
• Mathema1cs, 
• Science, 
• Social Studies,  
• Student Success Standards, and,  
• World Language 

*Extended content standards follow the same review, revision, and implementa7on process. 

**Career and Technical Educa7on (CTE) follows the North Carolina CTE Essen7al Standards Guide, 
located in SBE Policy SCOS-005. 



II. North Carolina Standard Course of Study Review, Revision, and Implementa1on Process 

The NC Department of Public Instruc1on (NCDPI) will review the standards for each 
content area every five-to-seven years to ensure the NCSCOS consists of clear, relevant 
standards and objec1ves.  The standards review, revision, and implementa1on process 
provides a comprehensive study of each content area organized by grade level, proficiency 
level, and/or course. The five-to-seven-year cycle allows 1me for review, revision, and 
consistent implementa1on of the standards. Alignment with the statewide assessment 
program, extended content standards, and materials adop1on will be addressed throughout 
the process, as appropriate. 

To promote transparency and stakeholder engagement in every standards review, revision, 
and implementa1on, NCDPI will use a uniform and formalized system built on four guiding 
principles: 

A. Feedback-Based: NCDPI will formally collect feedback on the current standards from 
educators, administrators, parents, students, ins1tu1ons of higher educa1on, 
business/industry representa1ves, na1onal organiza1ons, and other educa1on 
agencies. 

B. Research-Informed: NCDPI will review contemporary and current research on 
standards and learning in the content area under review. Benchmarking with other 
states, third-party reviews, and comparability of na1onal and interna1onal standards 
and trends will inform the process. 

C. Improvement-Oriented: NCDPI will provide the State Superintendent and State 
Board of Educa1on an annual report summarizing feedback received from 
stakeholders concerning standards and implementa1on. 

D. Process-Driven: The system process includes three phases: review, revision, and 
implementa1on. The steps included in each phase are outlined below. 

The review, revision, and implementa1on phases outlined in this policy represent standard 
processes for upda1ng standards. However, this policy does not prevent the State 
Superintendent from recommending or the State Board of Educa1on from taking prompt 
ac1on regarding standards revisions in response to legisla1on or for other reasons deemed 
necessary and appropriate by the Board.  

1. NC Standard Course of Study Review Phase 
All standards are reviewed on a perpetual cycle of five-to-seven years. The review 
process is designed to ensure clear, rigorous, and measurable standards that are easily 
understood by teachers, parents, and students, and are ar1culated K-12 by grade, 
proficiency level, and/or course. NCDPI will facilitate the standards review phase 
using the following steps, as appropriate:  

a. Collect and review feedback through various methods from stakeholders, 
including but not limited to educators, administrators, parents, community 
members, students, ins1tu1ons of higher educa1on, business/industry, 
educa1on agencies in other states and/or na1onal organiza1ons for the 
specific content area. 

b. Analyze contemporary and current research on standards in the content area 
being reviewed. 

c. Establish and convene a data review commieee. 
d. Facilitate the commieee’s review of data and research, State or federal 

legisla1ve requirements, surveys and other stakeholder feedback. 
e. Evaluate the data review commieee’s findings and share recommenda1ons for 

standards revision with the State Board of Educa1on. 
  



2. NC Standard Course of Study Revision Phase 
 
If the data review commieee recommends changes to the exis1ng content standards, 
NCDPI will use the subsequent steps itera1vely as appropriate:  

a. Establish and convene a standards wri1ng team. 
b. Share the drah standards with local districts, charter schools, and other 

stakeholders for at least 30 days of review and input. 
c. Engage the data review commieee to compile feedback and share with the 

wri1ng team. 
d. Reconvene the wri1ng team to review the feedback and incorporate changes 

as necessary. 
e. Share addi1onal drahs for stakeholder review and input as appropriate. 
f. Submit the revised standards to the State Board of Educa1on. 

  
3. NC Standard Course of Study ImplementaCon Phase 

 
Following State Board of Educa1on approval, NCDPI will support standards 
implementa1on through the following ac1ons:  

a. Launch and disseminate a state-level standards implementa1on plan to local 
districts and charter schools. 

b. Modify the annual statewide assessment program as necessary in accordance 
with the revised standards. 

c. Facilitate statewide training and support for educators on the revised 
standards. 

d. Collect data and evaluate the implementa1on of the revised standards. 

An internal procedures manual was created for the purpose of providing a defini1ve explana1on of 
the process to be followed when developing or revising a sec1on of the NC Standard Course of 
Study.  This manual is designed solely to assist with the task of developing/revising a content area 
of the NC Standard Course of Study. It is not intended to guide the development/revision of local 
curriculum guides or other curriculum support documents. 

The 10-year review and revision standards 1meline is as follows: 

2024-2025 
Review Phase 

• Mathematics 
• Computer Science 

Revision Phase: 
• English Language Arts 

Installation Phase: 
• Healthful Living (Health, Physical Education) 
• Arts (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts) 
• World Language 

Initial Implementation Phase: 
• Science 

 

2025-2026 
Review Phase: 

• Social Studies 
Revision Phase: 

• Mathematics 
• Computer Science 

Installation Phase: 

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/ncscos-manual-april-2023pdf/open


• English Language Arts 
Initial Implementation Phase: 

• Healthful Living (Health, Physical Education) 
• Arts (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts) 
• World Language 

 
 
2026-2027 
Review: 

• Science 
Revision: 

• Social Studies 
Installation: 

• Mathematics 
• Computer Science 

Initial Implementation: 
• English Language Arts 

 
 
2027-2028 
Review: 

• World Language 
Revision: 

• Science 
Installation: 

• Social Studies 
Initial Implementation: 

• Mathematics 
• Computer Science 

 
 
2028-2029 
Review: 

• Arts (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts) 
Revision: 

• World Language 
Installation: 

• Science 
Initial Implementation: 

• Social Studies 
 
 
2029-2030 
Review: 

• Healthful Living (Health, Physical Education) 
Revision: 

• Arts (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts) 
Installation: 

• World Language 
Initial Implementation: 

• Science 
 
 



2030-2031 
Review: 

• English Language Arts 
Revision: 

• Healthful Living (Health, Physical Education) 
Installation: 

• Arts (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts) 
Initial Implementation: 

• World Language 
 
 
2031-2032 
Review: 

• Mathematics 
• Computer Science 

Revision: 
• English Language Arts 

Installation: 
• Healthful Living (Health, Physical Education) 

Initial Implementation: 
• Arts (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts) 

 
 
2032-2033 
Review: 

• Social Studies 
Revision: 

• Mathematics 
• Computer Science 

Installation: 
• English Language Arts 

Initial Implementation: 
• Healthful Living (Health, Physical Education) 

 
 
2033-2034 
Review: 

• Science 
Revision: 

• Social Studies 
Installation: 

• Mathematics 
• Computer Science 

Initial Implementation: 
• English Language Arts 

 

 
• In March 2021, the SBE approved the WIDA standards as the NC Standard Course of 

Study for English Language Development.  These standards will be updated in 
alignment with WIDA updates.  They will then follow the NC sequence for installation 
and implementation. 



• In December 2023, the SBE approved the American School Counselor Association’s 
(ASCA) Mindsets and Behaviors as the NC Student Success Standards (formerly 
known as the Guidance standards).  These standards will be updated in alignment with 
ASCA updates.  They will then follow the NC sequence for installation and 
implementation. 

• In 2019, the SBE approved the implementation of the North Carolina Digital Learning 
Standards for Students. These standards will be updated in alignment with ISTE 
Student Standards updates. 

• Extended content standards revision and implementation will follow the same timeline 
as above for the appropriate content areas. 

 

Policy Reference Disclaimer: 
These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority for 
the board to enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as addi8onal resources for those interested in the 
subject ma;er of the policy.  
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