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State Board Policy SCOS-012
State Board Policy SCOS-012 

● NCDPI facilitates the review of each set of content standards every 

five-to-seven years to ensure clear, relevant standards and objectives.

● NCDPI uses a uniform and formalized system built on four guiding principles:

○ Feedback-based

○ Research-informed

○ Improvement-oriented

○ Process-driven

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=10399&revid=65sM5FVQtd00IuHeZ8TplusjQ==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=6wDhBGOFEZdslshIG7ipX8XsQ==&PG=6&IRP=0


Internal Procedures Manual
Pages 11-17



4

Standards

North Carolina 
Standard Course of 

Study

Curriculum

Texts
Lesson Plans

Activities
Tasks

Classroom 
Assessments
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Reimagine - Redesign
● What do students need to be successful?
● How can we design a scope and sequence of standards that are 

flexible and cohesive?
● How do we balance depth and breadth in the scope of standards?
● How do we make learning relevant?
● How do we prepare students?
● How do we engage students?
● How can we inspire students and meet their needs for the world 

beyond high school?

What can we do differently?
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Redesigning ELA Standards
● Clarify how the Literacy Instruction Standards (LIS), Science of 

Reading, and LETRS collectively support students in meeting the 
demands of the Standard Course of Study. 

● Favor intentionality and impact, over quantity of standards.
● Replace superficial coverage with in-depth study.
● Focus on students becoming literate, rather than drilling skills.
● Provide more opportunities for reinforcement, practice, and 

monitoring.
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Revision Phase Timeline 2024-2025

May 2024

SBE 
approved 
request to 
begin 
revision 

June - July 
2024
Standards 
Writing Team 
(SWT) 
selected

SWT 
meetings

August - 
November 2024
Draft 1 
created

December 2024

Released Draft 1 
surveys to the 
field
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Revision Phase Timeline 2024-2025

January 2025

Surveys Closed 
& Data Cleaned

February 2025

Draft 1 Data 
Report 
completed by 
Data Review 
Team (DRC)

March 2025

SWT convened 

Draft 2 created

Draft 2 survey 
released

April 2025

Draft 2 survey 
closes
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Draft 1 Data

83.48% of LEAs Responded

1,213 All-Stakeholder 
Responses
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Draft 1 Data

88.1%
Standards/Objectives 
Met 75% or higher of 

PSU Approval

86% of 
Standards/Objectives 

Met PSU Standard 
Deviation
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Three Fundamental Principles

Grade-level Complex Texts 
at the Center

Integrated Model of 
Literacy & Spiraling

Variety
of Texts

Emphasizes three measures of text 
complexity

Clarifies standards must be applied 
to grade-appropriate, complex texts 

Highlights staircase of complexity

Includes six core components of 
Scarborough’s Rope

Highlights the intertwining of 
language domains

Allows for continuous 
reinforcement and support towards 

standards mastery

Allows for more educator flexibility

Ensures students engage
with various texts 

WriteSpeak

Listen

Read



Major Changes
Draft 2 

12
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Major Changes | Format

2017 Draft 2



Structure of Draft 2 for K-12 ELA
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Fundamental Principles
Grade-level Complex Texts at the Center
Integrated Model of Literacy & Spiraling

Variety of Texts

Complex Texts

Grade-band Standards

Strands Comprehension 
Development

Communication & 
Writing

Grade-band
Standards

Grade-band 
StandardsK-1, 2-3, 4-5, 

6-8, 9-10, 
11-12 Grade-band 

Objectives
Grade-band
Objectives

Grade-band 
Objectives
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Redesigning the Structure

Grade-band Objectives Grade-band Objectives Grade-band Objectives
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Major Changes | Strands

2017 Draft 2

Reading (Literature,
Informational Texts,
Foundational Skills)

Writing

Speaking & Listening

Language

CT
Complex Texts

CD
Comprehension 

Development

CW
Communication 

& Writing
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Major Changes | Grade-Bands

2017 Draft 2
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Major Changes | Fluency & Sentence 
Composition

2017 Draft 2
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Major Changes | Text Types

2017 Draft 2

K-5:Opinion
6-12: Argument

Informative &
Explanatory

Narrative

K-5:Opinion
6-12: Persuasive

K-5: Informative & 
Explanatory

6-12: Expository

Poetic, Descriptive, & 
Narrative

Written Written & Spoken 
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Major Changes | Grade 12 

2017 Draft 1

Grades 11-12 
Standards

English IV
English IV 

Sections: STEM, 
Arts, & Literature

Grade 12 
Standards

Draft 2

Grades 11-12 
Standards

English IV 
Sections: STEM, 
Arts, & Literature
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Grade(s) Current Standards Draft 2

K-1 139 81

2-3 146 76

4-5 158 74

6-8 205 70

9-10 83 69

11-12 83 69

Number of Standards and Objectives in Draft 2



Example from Middle Grades

22

Current



Example from Middle Grades

23

Draft 2
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A Closer Look At Text Complexity
6-8.C.1.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among, and distinctions between 
literary elements, individuals, ideas, or events.

Excerpt from Charlotte’s Web
Wilbur blushed. "But I'm not terrific, 
Charlotte. I'm just about average for a 
pig."
"You're terrific as far as I'm concerned," 
replied Charlotte, sweetly, "and that's 
what counts. You're my best friend, and 
I think you're sensational. Now stop 
arguing and go get some sleep!"

Excerpt from The Giver
"What if they were allowed to choose their 
own mate? And chose wrong? "Or what if," he 
went on, almost laughing at the absurdity, 
"they chose their own jobs?" 
"Frightening, isn't it?" The Giver said. Jonas 
chuckled. "Very frightening. I can't even 
imagine it. We really have to protect people 
from wrong choices."

How does the author use the relationship between _____ and _____ to reveal the theme?
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Timeline

May 2025

DRC completes 
Draft 2 Data 
report

June 2025

Draft 3 & 
Crosswalk 
completed and 
presented to 
SBE for 
Discussion

July 2025

Draft 3 
presented to 
SBE for Action

August 2025

Installation 
begins
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Installation Phase
● 25-26 school year (tentative)
● Communication

• PSU leadership
• Educators
• Parents
• Other Stakeholders

● Professional Learning
• Regional PD
• Virtual
• TBD

● Support Documents
• Unpacking
• Glossary
• Crosswalk
• Parent Guides
• TBD

● Data Collection
• Needs assessment
• Quality Assurance 

Roundtable
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Implementation Phase
● 26-27 school year (tentative)
● Communication

• PSU leadership
• Educators
• Parents
• Other Stakeholders

● Professional Learning
• Regional PD
• Virtual
• TBD

● Support Documents
• Based on data from the 

field
● Data Collection

• Needs assessment
• Quality Assurance 

Roundtable



Questions? 


