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Foundational Reading Skills & Dyslexia Screening (10.12.22)

Grade Level Assessment Reading Skill

Kindergarten Core Phonics or other 
assessment

Letters & Sound 
Identification

End-of-Kinder, 1st,
2nd + (as needed) Heggerty Phonemic Awareness

1st - 5th Words Their Way Spelling 
Inventory

Phonics
Spelling

Mid-Kinder, 1st-3rd Fountas and Pinnell 
Benchmark 

Decoding accuracy, 
Fluency, Reading 
Comprehension



District Response Timeline 

● 10/12/22 Board meeting 

● 10/25/22 District research and purchase of DIBELS

● 11/9/22 Training #1 for teachers

● 11/28-12/22 Administration window - main components

● 12/14/22 Training #2 for teachers

● 1/9-1/20/23 Additional dyslexia screening tests administered 

● 1/9-6/2/23 Instruction and progress monitoring of students



Foundational Reading Skills & Dyslexia Screening

● Universal screening tool

● Short fluency measures 

● Scientific, evidenced-based

● Early literacy skills

● Dyslexia screener

● Progress monitoring tools

● Online scoring 

Dynamic Indicators of 
Basic Early Literacy Skills

 



Printed materialsTouch screen

Teacher-administered assessment



Measure Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4-6

Letter Naming Fluency ✔ ✔

Phonemic Segmentation Fluency ✔ ✔

Nonsense Word Fluency ✔
✔ ✔ ✔

Word Reading Fluency ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Oral Reading Fluency ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Maze (Basic Comprehension) ✔ ✔ ✔

Measures at each grade level

LNF, 
PSF, 
NWF, 
WRF not 
available 
for 4th & 
5th 
graders



Status Level Likely to be performing at grade level 
at end of year?

Support 
Level

Above 
Benchmark

 Yes; negligible risk 
(90% or higher chance of meeting goal)     core

At 
Benchmark

Yes; minimal risk
(80% or higher chance of meeting goal) core

Below 
Benchmark

No; some risk 
(20% or higher chance of meeting goal) strategic

Well Below 
Benchmark

No; at risk 
(less than 20% chance of meeting goal) intensive

Benchmark categories



“Below Benchmark”  
Composite score

No further screening 
required

“At Benchmark” 
Composite score

No further screening 
required

“Above Benchmark” 
Composite score

No further screening 
required



mCLASS additional assessment measures (K-3)
for Dyslexia screening

             Spelling          Rapid Automatized Naming (RAN) 





 DIBELS Results (Percentages )

Above
Benchmark

At 
Benchmark

Below 
Benchmark

Well-Below 
Benchmark

Kindergarten 32% 33% 14% 21%

1st Grade 40% 35% 17% 8%

2nd Grade 59% 30% 6% 5%

3rd Grade 50% 29% 8% 13%



 DIBELS Results (# of students)

Above
Benchmark

At 
Benchmark

Below 
Benchmark

Well Below 
FLAGGED

Kindergarten 45 46 20
To be assessed 

in the spring

1st Grade 58 50 24 2/11

2nd Grade 90 46 9 1/8

3rd Grade 69 41 11 5/18



How will we use the DIBELS results?



14



Instructional recommendations - group



Instructional recommendations - student
Click on Student Tab





Universal Screening Timeline

● Beginning of the Year
○ Fall 

● Middle of the Year
○ Winter

● End of the Year
○ Spring

***Dates TBD - in collaboration with teachers



Comments and questions?


