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Gathering of Voices, Brainstorming

AH.B.1 Evaluate American identity in terms of perspective, change, and continuity. :”L\,’BALESEC F%?LQQLI




Gathering of Voices, Discussion

AH.B.1 Evaluate American identity in terms of perspective, change, and continuity. XL\,’BQESEC &g}ggﬁx




Define the goals and purpose of the
America 250 Commemoration

Desired Outcomes

Review the considerations associated
with planning the America 250
Commemoration

Share the drafted curriculum materials,
highlighting their alignment to the stated
goals/purpose

Clarify the communication plan for

schools and community members
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Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence i WAKE COUNTY




PRIORITY 1

STUDENT KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

GOAL 1: GRADUATION

By 2028, WCPSS will
annually graduate 98% of
students prepared to reach
their full potential and lead
productive lives in a complex
and changing world.

By 2028, WCPSS will

by race,
ethnicity, gender, and
Socio-economic status.

Strategic Plan 2023-2028
Pathways to Excellence & Equity

e Dedicated, Full-Time Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Team

e Development of a Diverse and Representative Curriculum Committee
e Current Statewide Instructional Standards Serve as a Foundation

e Ongoing Evaluation and Reporting

Board Policy 3530 Citizenship and Character Education

e Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship

e Service to Schools and Communities

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT
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LEARNING MODEL

Leading teaching and learning through the lens of our students.

 Lever 3: Student Well-Being and Resilience '7
Fostering a positive, inclusive classroom
climate, ensuring every student feels
safe, welcomed, and respected.
Acknowledging students' identities,
cultures, and achievements, this
approach enhances a sense of belonging.

er 1: Standards-Driven Instru
Elevating academic excellence requires teachers to

scaffold instruction, engaging students with i
grade-level assignments that meet clear learning
targets and rigorous standards. This support hel

deepen understanding, fostering resilience and a
growth mindset through challenging grade-level
tasks, and ensuring students exceed expectations.

Lever 2: High-Impact Instructional Strategies

Employing practices that stimulate higher-or
thinking, such as integrating writing across the
curriculum and utilizing techniques to bolster
comprehension. This approach ensures that

learning is not only interactive and collaborative
but also deeply relevant to students' lives and
interests.
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Lever 1: Standards-Driven Instruction
Utilizing formative assessments allows us to

personalize learning experiences for our students

through strategically using formative assessments.

By analyzing these assessments, educators can design
their teaching to meet each student's unique needs.

This facet of the model emphasizes understanding

each student's academic and behavioral health needs,
enabling educators to tailor instruction and interventions‘




Reflection on our shared
history
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Goals and
Purpose

to

Honor diverse experiences
and challenges
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Considerations B
Planning & Implementing Appropriate Activities -

Reflecting on our current commemorative processes and timing of the America 250 Commemoration in relation to school
calendars, we've identified several areas of note that have informed our planning process.

Commemoration is July 4th

EOY Testing / BOY Logistics

Social Studies Scheduling in
High Schools




America 250 NC

The North Carolina
Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources
collaborated with
academics, public
historians, and
educators to identify
three interpretive themes
to guide their content
development.

Visions of Freedom

Gathering of Voices

Common Ground

The American
Revolution was a
beginning of a
continual journey for
North Carolinians to
see true freedom.

North Carolina's
many voices inspire
future generations to
create and lead.

Places carry our
stories of struggle,
creation, and
connection to one
another.
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Timeline: America 250 Commemoration

America 250: Celebrating [luscconm | 256
the 250" Anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence

SCHOOL GUIDANCE | Last updted 42772020

May - June 2026

Visions of Freedom

School-Based Staff

Grades K-5
Resources

Visions of Freedom
Resources

Visions of Freedom

Resources

Week of July 4th, 2026

Gathering of Voices

Community Members &
Families

Gathering of Voices
Resources

Encuentro de Voces

Gathering of Voices
Resources

Encuentro de Voces

School Guidance
Document

July - August 2026

Common Ground

School-Based Staff

Common Ground
Resources

Common Ground
Resources
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bu5A3GGJii6d7K5rTTrPEb8aamz-s4JbfBm9pnzISiI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bu5A3GGJii6d7K5rTTrPEb8aamz-s4JbfBm9pnzISiI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sFoU_JwQER7C69dTnVLHdKt_LrAniVyOQkbMThoqMTk/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sFoU_JwQER7C69dTnVLHdKt_LrAniVyOQkbMThoqMTk/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11r2jX8Hdkup6d5_a9rP0EevghetUBG-imv0PAejThzI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11r2jX8Hdkup6d5_a9rP0EevghetUBG-imv0PAejThzI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/147dx_pGLFJKuLElH5Kbsrc6QTnNOjH9P9DK_3ZNz-vI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-PdDWu9QbpPdC1b2aSi3sRHyCwX-CMH35AXMmyQfXoY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-PdDWu9QbpPdC1b2aSi3sRHyCwX-CMH35AXMmyQfXoY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RQXqN1TTwqlzUYRfHUs5ddN_M8R71lh3FAYVIOgPMsU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.l5ccn7mv90xc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RO0S89r6w5APK4uf9Iwzxf3aVugjElZs4_BcF7WeCvw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RO0S89r6w5APK4uf9Iwzxf3aVugjElZs4_BcF7WeCvw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14pK0qQk7mXKVu7XdG52T5aZ997j02BNBQBlWzIMaKEQ/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14pK0qQk7mXKVu7XdG52T5aZ997j02BNBQBlWzIMaKEQ/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/187VumZlyjsk3GTfKlwR-pdGXAgNwL83ZuSsKL2JwfS0/edit?tab=t.87ziijplmqts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/187VumZlyjsk3GTfKlwR-pdGXAgNwL83ZuSsKL2JwfS0/edit?tab=t.87ziijplmqts

Resources: America _
250 Commemoration e The "Echoes of Our School" Installation: In the Common i

Ground - Elementary document, students create a "Living

Museum."

Goal: Reflect on Shared o The Roots: Lower grades reflect on natural history and

History early rules.

o The Trunk: Middle grades focus on local community figures
and landmarks.

o The Branches: Upper grades reflect on struggles for rights
and visions for the future.

e Revolutionary Context: Both the Elementary and Secondary
Visions of Freedom documents emphasize identifying
Revolutionary-era leaders and movements like Women's Suffrage
and the Civil Rights Movement.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RO0S89r6w5APK4uf9Iwzxf3aVugjElZs4_BcF7WeCvw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RO0S89r6w5APK4uf9Iwzxf3aVugjElZs4_BcF7WeCvw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bu5A3GGJii6d7K5rTTrPEb8aamz-s4JbfBm9pnzISiI/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.otwuhnpgbqv5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sFoU_JwQER7C69dTnVLHdKt_LrAniVyOQkbMThoqMTk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.nlqvtuwzucqq

Resources: America e The Heritage Podcast Analysis: In Gathering of Voices - .
. Secondary, students create a 3 minutes podcast with a family or
250 Commemoration S — | > e y
community member and then write a paragraph linking a personal .
story of struggle or creativity to one of the founding principles:
Freedom, Equality, or Democracy.

Goal: Deeper Understanding
of Founding Principles

e Freedom Quilt: In Visions of Freedom - Elementary, students
draw a "patch" representing a freedom they have today,
connecting the promises of 1776 to modern life.

e Democratic Principles in the State Constitution: 8th Grade
students trace the evolution of the NC State Constitution in this
Visions of Freedom activity.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-PdDWu9QbpPdC1b2aSi3sRHyCwX-CMH35AXMmyQfXoY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-PdDWu9QbpPdC1b2aSi3sRHyCwX-CMH35AXMmyQfXoY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bu5A3GGJii6d7K5rTTrPEb8aamz-s4JbfBm9pnzISiI/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.otwuhnpgbqv5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sFoU_JwQER7C69dTnVLHdKt_LrAniVyOQkbMThoqMTk/edit?tab=t.0

Resources: America .

e Multi-Perspective Storytelling: The Gathering of Voices context

250 Commemoration explicitly states that the commemoration "cannot be told through a i
single lived experience," aiming to ensure all voices—historic and
Goal: Honor Diverse modern—are heard.

Experiences and Challenges

e Visions for a "More Perfect Union": Upper elementary students
specifically contribute stories of struggle and rights to the
school's living museum in the Common Ground activity.

e The “Unfinished Document”: Middle School students in the
Vision of Freedom activities dive into the preamble of the
Declaration and annotate it based on different eras of history.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/11r2jX8Hdkup6d5_a9rP0EevghetUBG-imv0PAejThzI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RO0S89r6w5APK4uf9Iwzxf3aVugjElZs4_BcF7WeCvw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sFoU_JwQER7C69dTnVLHdKt_LrAniVyOQkbMThoqMTk/edit?tab=t.0

Resources: America e Civic Service Projects (Students & Teachers): The America .

. Gives initiative, found in Common Ground - Secondary and -
250 Commemoration Elementary, engages the whole school in local volunteerism like .
community gardens and food banks.

Goal: Engage Students,

Teachers, & Families e Oral History (Families): The Gathering of Voices - Secondary
activity explicitly moves from the classroom to the home, requiring
students to interview family or community elders about their lives.

e Shared Discovery: The Gathering of Voices - Elementary
document notes that activities are designed for home and
community engagement, encouraging families to see their own
history as part of the state's journey.

e America 250 Bingo: In Gathering of Voices - Elementary and
Secondary, families are provided with a Bingo activity that
encourages exploration of the community and discovery of its deep
historical roots.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/14pK0qQk7mXKVu7XdG52T5aZ997j02BNBQBlWzIMaKEQ/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RO0S89r6w5APK4uf9Iwzxf3aVugjElZs4_BcF7WeCvw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RO0S89r6w5APK4uf9Iwzxf3aVugjElZs4_BcF7WeCvw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-PdDWu9QbpPdC1b2aSi3sRHyCwX-CMH35AXMmyQfXoY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11r2jX8Hdkup6d5_a9rP0EevghetUBG-imv0PAejThzI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11r2jX8Hdkup6d5_a9rP0EevghetUBG-imv0PAejThzI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-PdDWu9QbpPdC1b2aSi3sRHyCwX-CMH35AXMmyQfXoY/edit?tab=t.0

Principal’s Update & Wake
Connect: April 28th

Communication
Plan

Q Staff Newsletter: May 6th
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uestions?

Dr. Sgjata Latten-Jowers, slattenjowers@wcpss.net
Dr. Kendra King, kkingg@wcpss.net
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