2025-26 School Safety and Security Survey Results
Safety and Security Committee Meeting, August 4, 2026

Dr. Colleen Paeplow, Senior Director, Data, Research and Accountability (DRA)
Kendrick Scott, Senior Director of Security
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Desired Outcomes

@ Receive an overview of the survey process

_
= e Review survey findmgs

e Allow time for questions and feedback

l“ WAKE COUNTY WWW.WCpss.net 2

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM



_ .
- Overview of Survey Process
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Overview of Survey Process

DATA, RESEARCH &
ACCOUNTABILITY
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2024-25: The Office of Security 
met with high school students interested in school security measures 
contacted DRA Department to discuss data collection options

Outcome: December 2025 survey to obtain feedback about school safety and security from high school students


Overview of Survey Process

Strategic Plan Alignment

Priority 3: We will prioritize establishing structures and processes to
provide timely and consistent service for every student and an mviting,

safe envronment for every school.

Aim 18: Prioritize safety upgrades, including upgrading facilities,
mproving safety plans, and focusing on cyber-security.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Office of Security: Use the findings to make data-based decisions about individual school security improvements to enhance high school safety


Overview of Survey Process

Survey development: Input from essential partners
e Validated research-based surveys e Safety/ Security Committee Board
e Open-source surveys Members
e Research literature e Arca Supermtendents

e Chief Officers
e High school students
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Resources for survey definitions and questions:  Research literature (Hull 2010; Robinson et al., 2016; McGuire, 2017; Mubita, 2021; Squelch, 2001) .  Open-source surveys: The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) School Survey on Crime and Safety; Panorama Student Survey questions about School Safety (Perceptions of student physical and psychological safety while at school).
To understand how students conceptualize the concepts of school safety and security and to get feedback on their potential areas of concern, DRA conducted cognitive interviews with three (out of five invited) high school students.  Goal was to use the information provided to write questions for the survey and to field-test some survey questions and get students’ thought-process when answering them.



Overview of Survey Process

Survey Definitions

School Safety: a feeling of being protected from factors that may jeopardize a safe

school environment. Asafe school promotes student mental health, fosters a positive social
climate among students and staff,and mmimizes psychological and physical violence and aggressive
behavior.

School Security: measures that protect students from potentially harmful external

threats. Asecure schooltakes measures, such as enforcing procedures and policies, to block threats

to everyone within the schoolas well as the school mfrastructure. Examples mclude using door locks,
lockdown drills, cameras. panic buttons, schoolresource officers ormetal detectors.
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Review School Safety and Security Survey
= FIndings
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Office of Security and Data, Research, Accountability have conducted a initial debrief of the survey findings


Take Aways

e Most students have a positive sense of safety at school

_ and many may demonstrate help -seeking behaviors

. e Positive school climates and school security measures
make students feel safe

e Student interactions with peers and staff can be
strengthened as wellas awareness of reporting systems
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Take Aways

= e School bathrooms reported as mostin need of
Improvement
e Students selected staff monitoring and locked external
doors as top measures to enhance school security

e Students want current security measures to be
strengthened with some additional measures
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Survey Response Rate

_
= 42%: 23,041 students respondents from 37 high schools
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
22,578 from English survey 
463 from Spanish survey
Responses from a total of 54,889 students in grade 9-13 as of 12-1-25 based on student locator from Student Information Surveys.
comparable 46% response rate from 24,464 high schools 2026 WCPSS Student Engagement Survey


Most students have a positive sense of safety at schooland will
seek help when needed

f

82% 78% 64%
generally feel safe likely to likely to
at school report safety concerns report safety concerns

to friends, family, adult to adults at school

outside of school
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When they do have safety concerns, over ⅔ will report it


Most students have a positive sense of safety at schooland will
seek help when needed

f f

78% 73% 68%

reported it’s infrequently worry reported it's not difficult for
unlikely someone from students bullied in school
to get help from an adult

about violence at

school will bully them
school

online

[ ) WAKE COUNTY WWW.Wepss.net 14

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not likely to worry about online bullying or school violence. If bullying is a issue, over ⅔ can get help from and adult.


A positive school climate makes students feel safe

Students wrote about relationships with school staff who are

eaccessible to students
e monitor arecas of the school
e cnforce strict standards ofbehavior
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Security measures make students feel safe

i Students wrote about current school practices that assure
- their safety

e locking external and mternal doors

e conducting drills

e using cameras

e assignmng School Resource Officers (SROs)
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Student mteractions with peers and staff can be strengthened

e

64%

indicated students
rarely physically
fight at school

f

60%

reported adults treat
students fairly at
school

959%

noted students are
respectful to each

other
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Students use ofreporting systems may be mpacted by low awareness

60% 29%

likely to use likely to use the

Say Something WCPSS Tip Line
Anonymous
Reporting System
16% 31%
unfamiliar unfamiliar
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Students selected school bathrooms as primary area needing

Improvement

Bathroom I /6%
Outside on school grounds NG G
Cafeteria/lunchroom I 167
Staircase/stairwell IININGNGEGEE 15

Hallway NG 117
Breezeway/outside walkway NG 10%

Classroom 1 R’
Gym/weight room I 5%
Auditorium 1 2%

Media Center I 4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Note. Students were allowed to select more than one area. s selected ‘none ofthese arecas”as needing improvement.
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Students selected drugs/alcohol and aggressive behavior as top reasons

the areas need improvement

Drugs or alcohol I -0/

Aggressive behavior

Vandalism

Threats of violence

Security Issues

Bullying I 10%
Weapons [l 6%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Nofe. Students were allowed to select more than one
reason.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes




Students selected staff monitoring and locked external doors as top

measures to enhance school security

Staff monitoring 37%

External school doors shut and locked 31%

. Classroom doors shut and locked [N 23%

Staff monitoring response items include:

¢ class transitions between buildings
¢ hallways during class transitions

» arrival and dismissal transitions

¢ student lunch passes

Nofte. Students were allowed to select more than one measure. s selected ‘nhone ofthese improvements”,
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Students want more frequent staff monitoring to enhance sense of safety

Students want staff to monitor the bathrooms to

e address vapmg, smoking and drug use

e fix broken stall locks

e manage mappropriate student behavior such as
fighting and bullying
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Students want current security measures strengthened with some additions

Students want current security measures to be
strengthened with some additional measures

_
=
e cnsuring that exterior and classroom doors remam locked
e conductmg lockdown drills more frequently
® hiring more SROs
e mstallmg weapon and vape detection systems, additional
cameras and school-entry verification systems
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Take Aways

e Most students have a positive sense of safety at school

_ and many may demonstrate help -seeking behaviors

. e Positive school climates and school security measures
make students feel safe

e Student interactions with peers and staff can be
strengthened as wellas awareness of reporting systems
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Take Aways

= e School bathrooms reported as mostin need of
Improvement
e Students selected staff monitoring and locked external
doors as top measures to enhance school security

e Students want current security measures to be
strengthened with some additional measures
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Questions and Feedback
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