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Desired Outcomes

● Re ce ive  an ove rvie w of the  surve y p roce ss

● Re vie w surve y find ings

● Allow tim e  for que stions and  fe e dback 
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Overview of Survey Process
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Overview of Survey Process

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2024-25: The Office of Security 
met with high school students interested in school security measures 
contacted DRA Department to discuss data collection options

Outcome: December 2025 survey to obtain feedback about school safety and security from high school students
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Overview of Survey Process

Strategic Plan Alignment

Priority 3: We  will p rioritize  e stab lishing  structure s and  p roce sse s to 
p rovide  tim e ly and  consiste nt se rvice  for e ve ry stude nt and  an inviting , 
safe  e nvironm e nt for e ve ry school.

Aim 18: Prioritize  safe ty upgrade s, includ ing  upgrad ing  facilitie s, 
im proving  safe ty p lans, and  focusing  on cybe r-se curity.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Office of Security: Use the findings to make data-based decisions about individual school security improvements to enhance high school safety
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Overview of Survey Process

Survey development:
● Validate d  re se arch-base d  surve ys
● Ope n-source  surve ys
● Re se arch lite rature

Input from essential partners :
● Safe ty/ Se curity Com m itte e  Board  

Me m be rs
● Are a Supe rinte nde nts
● Chie f Office rs  
● High school stude nts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Resources for survey definitions and questions:  Research literature (Hull 2010; Robinson et al., 2016; McGuire, 2017; Mubita, 2021; Squelch, 2001) .  Open-source surveys: The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) School Survey on Crime and Safety; Panorama Student Survey questions about School Safety (Perceptions of student physical and psychological safety while at school).
To understand how students conceptualize the concepts of school safety and security and to get feedback on their potential areas of concern, DRA conducted cognitive interviews with three (out of five invited) high school students.  Goal was to use the information provided to write questions for the survey and to field-test some survey questions and get students’ thought-process when answering them.
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Overview of Survey Process

Survey Definitions

School Safety: a fe e ling  of be ing  p rote cte d  from  factors that m ay je opard ize  a  safe  
school e nvironm e nt. A safe  school p rom ote s stude nt m e ntal he alth, foste rs  a  positive  social 
c lim ate  am ong  stude nts and  staff, and  m inim ize s psycholog ical and  physical viole nce  and  aggre ssive  
be havior. 

School Security: m e asure s that p rote ct stude nts from  pote ntia lly harm ful e xte rnal 
thre ats . A se cure  school take s m e asure s, such as e nforc ing  p roce dure s and  polic ie s, to b lock thre ats  
to e ve ryone  within the  school as we ll as  the  school infrastructure . Exam ple s include  using  door locks, 
lockdown d rills , cam e ras. panic  buttons, school re source  office rs  or m e tal de te ctors.
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Review School Safety and Security Survey 
Findings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Office of Security and Data, Research, Accountability have conducted a initial debrief of the survey findings



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                10

Take Aways

● Most stude nts have  a  positive sense of safety at school 
and  m any m ay demonstrate help -seeking behaviors

● Positive school climates and school security measures 
m ake  stude nts fe e l safe

● Stude nt interactions with peers and staff can be 
strengthened as we ll as aware ne ss of re porting  syste m s
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Take Aways

● School bathrooms re porte d  as m ost in ne e d  of 
im prove m e nt

● Stude nts se le c te d  staff monitoring and locked external 
doors as top  m e asure s to e nhance  school se curity

● Stude nts want current security measures to be 
strengthened with som e  add itional m e asure s



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                12

Survey Response Rate

42%: 23,041 stude nts re sponde nts from  37 high schools

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
22,578 from English survey 
463 from Spanish survey
Responses from a total of 54,889 students in grade 9-13 as of 12-1-25 based on student locator from Student Information Surveys.
comparable 46% response rate from 24,464 high schools 2026 WCPSS Student Engagement Survey
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likely to 
report safety concerns 
to frie nds, fam ily, adult 

outside  of school

like ly to 
report safety concerns 

to adults  a t school

82%

Most stude nts have  a  positive  se nse  of safe ty a t school and  will 
se e k he lp  whe n ne e de d

ge ne rally fe e l safe  
a t school

78% 64%

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When they do have safety concerns, over ⅔ will report it
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infrequently worry 
about violence at 

school

reported it’s not difficult for 
students bullied in school 
to get help from an adult

78%

Most stude nts have  a  positive  se nse  of safe ty a t school and  will 
se e k he lp  whe n ne e de d

re porte d  it’s  
unlike ly som e one  from  
school will bully the m  

online

73% 68%

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not likely to worry about online bullying or school violence. If bullying is a issue, over ⅔ can get help from and adult.
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Learning and teaching

Stuff goes here. 
Human Capital

Achievement

A positive school climate makes students feel safe

Students wrote about relationships with school staff who are  
● acce ssib le  to stude nts 
● m onitor are as of the  school
● e nforce  stric t s tandards of be havior
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Learning and teaching

Stuff goes here. 
Human Capital

Achievement

Security measures make students feel safe

Students wrote about current school practices that assure  
the ir safe ty
● locking  e xte rnal and  inte rnal doors 
● conducting  d rills  
● using  cam e ras
● assigning  School Re source  Office rs (SROs) 
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reported adults treat 
students fairly at 

school

noted students are  
re spe ctful to e ach 

othe r 

64%

Stude nt inte ractions with pe e rs and  staff can be  stre ng the ne d

ind icate d  students 
rare ly physically 
fight a t school 

60% 59%
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likely to use the 
WCPSS Tip Line

60%

Stude nts use  of re porting  syste m s m ay be  im pacte d  by low aware ne ss

like ly to use
Say Something 

Anonymous 
Reporting System

29%

16%
unfamiliar

31%
unfamiliar
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Students selected school bathrooms as primary area needing 
improvement

Note. Stude nts we re  allowe d  to se le ct m ore  than one  are a. ⅓ se le cte d  “none  of the se  are as” as ne e d ing  im prove m e nt.
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Students selected drugs/alcohol and aggressive behavior as top reasons 
the areas need improvement

Note. Stude nts we re  a llowe d  to se le ct m ore  than one  
re ason.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Students selected staff monitoring and locked external doors as top 
measures to enhance school security

Note. Stude nts we re  allowe d  to se le ct m ore  than one  m e asure . ⅓ se le cte d  “none  of the se  im prove m e nts”.

Staff monitoring response items include:

❖ class transitions be twe e n build ings 
❖ hallways during  c lass transitions 
❖ arrival and  d ism issal transitions
❖ stude nt lunch passe s
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Learning and teaching

Stuff goes here. 
Human Capital

Achievement

Students want more frequent staff monitoring to enhance sense of safety

Students want staff to monitor the bathrooms to 
● addre ss vap ing , sm oking  and  d rug  use
● fix b roke n sta ll locks
● m anage  inappropriate  stude nt be havior such as 

fighting  and  bullying
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Students want current security measures to be 
strengthened with som e  add itional m e asure s

● e nsuring  that e xte rior and  c lassroom  doors re m ain locke d  
● conducting  lockdown d rills  m ore  fre que ntly
● hiring  m ore  SROs
● insta lling  we apon and  vape  de te c tion syste m s, add itional 

cam e ras and  school-e ntry ve rification syste m s

g

Stuff goes here. 

Stude nts want curre nt se curity m e asure s stre ng the ne d  with som e  add itions 
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Take Aways

● Most stude nts have  a  positive sense of safety at school 
and  m any m ay demonstrate help -seeking behaviors

● Positive school climates and school security measures 
m ake  stude nts fe e l safe

● Stude nt interactions with peers and staff can be 
strengthened as we ll as aware ne ss of re porting  syste m s



www.wcpss.net                                                                                                                25

Take Aways

● School bathrooms re porte d  as m ost in ne e d  of 
im prove m e nt

● Stude nts se le c te d  staff monitoring and locked external 
doors as top  m e asure s to e nhance  school se curity

● Stude nts want current security measures to be 
strengthened with som e  add itional m e asure s
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Questions and Feedback
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