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Ligon Legacy Committee Tasks

Connector

Help identify people and stories that
need to be included.

Trust Builder

Create space for others to share openly
and honestly

Story Carrier

Bring forward what matters -
what should be remembered.

Bridge Builder

Carry voices from the community into
this room.



Documenting Ligon’s Legacy

MINISTERS BACK  CHOOL RELOUATION Community agrees new SChOOI needed

Land Assembly Historical Research

- Identified the assembly of more than eleven
parcels for the future campus.

« Documented the role of Black landowners and
inherited family property.

 Confirmed the Housing Authority transfer and
deed restriction for school use.

- Demonstrated that the school was deliberately
sited within an established Black neighborhood.

Negro PTA Group Plans
Talk with Sghoo( ,l_;fffﬁi

The decision was the oulgrow'n
of » PTA meeting in the school last
nygnt. ot which Superintendent of |
Schools Jesse ©O. Sanderson dis-
cussed the retent Peabody survey
as 1t affected the Negro schools 1n
Raleigh

Primary objection to the site pro-
posed Dy Lhe school board was that

the Nex: population was moving
gradually easiward in Raleigh and
that W hington High is not cen-
trally locatled The new school, a
spokesman explained, should be lo-
caied in an area toward which the
Negro population is gravitating

-

However, Sanderson said that the
school board had based its plans on
the findings of the Peabody survey.
"‘. . .
ihe surveyv said the Negro popu-
ation was concentrating in south
Raleigh and apparently would re-
s ! in that area for quite some
ume ‘



Documenting Ligon’s Legacy

Ligon Jr. Sr. High School opens 1953

Commencement Exercises

" THE
171 Ligon ‘
Gunior-Senior High School

MINUTES
TRUSTEES, RALEIGH CITY ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT ()
ADMINISTRATION BUTLDING
March 3, 1953

Mr, Carnage recommended to the Board that thg new Junior-Senior H-.]L-gh
School fop Negroes be named the John W. Ligon Junlor-Sen}iaor I;igh Sﬁiis ly ot O By
Upon motioﬂ by m‘. Carnage} Seconded by m. Powell, the ek SRE Raleigh, North Carolina

- o
ROAR D Ox

June1,1954 8:00 P.M.

(over)
178

se John W, Ligon Junior-Senior High gcngqy
nal .

he
approved the
L) ¢

no further business the Board adJOU.rned

at 2 20

There being

Jitn WLigon High Tohoo!

APPROVED:




Documenting Ligon’s Legacy

Community Documentation

* Oral histories (continuing)
* Artifact collection (continuing)
 Alumni outreach (250+ contacts)

Historical Research

« Raleigh School Board minutes (1946-1954)
* Yearbooks (1954—present)

* Newspapers

* Peabody Report

* School siting deeds



Documenting Ligon’s Legacy

A recurring theme from interviews, surveys, committee discussions,
and public engagement.

 What the community says must be remembered

Ligon Was an Educational Community

Ligon Cultivated the Expectations

Relationships Were Central to the Educational Experience
Leadership Was Expected

Arts and Culture Were Essential

Ligon Produced Collective Identity

Legacy Educators Recognition

0O O 0O 0O 0O o o



Documenting Ligon’s Legacy

My Responsibility

* Tell the truth.

* The work is still underway.

* The history belongs to every generation.
* Trust is the foundation of this work.



One School. Many Generations.

i
\.’A 0

Hooray for Little Blues

Keeping the cheers rolling for Ligon High's teams this year  Clennis Noble: (second row) captain Kay Glenn and Sari
are (standing, from left) Joan Hunter, Nancy Morgan and  Bridges; and Paulette Mason and Ernestine Robinson.




LENOIR ST,

Site Constraints NARZLS

Size: 17 acres (vs 24 acres WCPSS standard)

40 feet of topographic grade change from
Lenoir Street to MLK Jr. Blvd

S. STATE ST.

TEMPORARY
CONSTRUCTION
FENCE

Existing School to stay occupied during
construction (construction fencing) yie s
Existing ballfield site to be raised
+/- 10 feet

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS:
SITE OF NEW SCHOOL TO

BE FILLED +/- 12 FEET

Create new bus queueing lane and parent
carpool drive to address City of Raleigh traffic

requirements

MLK JR. BLVD.

+
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Phased Construction

Bus Lane/ Drop Off

Chavis
Heights

Car Entrance
Staff Parking e
Visitor Parking

eI of JreBoulev

Building Main Entrance

Viantintiiat]

Proposed school
building

il -4

Haywood Street “Legacy”
Entrance

Existing School (to Remain
Operational until

2030)
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Completed Site

Bus Drop Off

Car Entrance

Staff Parking

Visitor Parking
Building Main Entrance

Haywood Street “Legacy”

Proposed school
building

Entrance

Multi-purpose Field: Soccer
Football, Walking Path
Softball Field
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Smaller site (17 acres
Vs 24 acres typical):

Chavis
Heights
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Proposed Building - 1st Floor
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Proposed Building - 2"d Floor  ;,
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Proposed Building - 3" Floor
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Concept - Haywood Street

inary
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Schedule / Phasing

Design: Complete Fall 2027

Phase 1 Site Work Bidding: February 2027
Phase 1 Site Work Begins:: Summer 2027
Phase 2 Bidding: October 2027

Phase 2 Construction: Spring 2028

New Building Opens: Spring/Summer 2030

Demo/New Ballfield Construction:
Summer 2030

All Construction Complete: Summer 2031
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