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Santa Rosa City School | BP 6146.1 | Instruction High School Graduation Requirements 
 
The Board of Education desires to prepare all students to obtain a high school diploma to enable them to take 
advantage of opportunities for postsecondary education and employment. 
 
(cf. 5127 - Graduation Ceremonies and Activities) (cf. 5147 - Dropout Prevention) 

(cf. 6011 - Academic Standards) (cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 

(cf. 6146.3 - Reciprocity of Academic Credit)  

 
Course Requirements 
Beginning with the class of 2022, to obtain a high school diploma, students shall complete 220 credits in the 
following courses in grades 9-12, with each course being one year unless otherwise specified: 
 
Three courses in social studies (30 credits): including United States history and World History ( including 
culture, and geography of the world). Additionally, two semester long courses, one course in American  
government (civics) and one course in Economics. (Education Code 51225.3) 
 
(cf. 6142.3 - Civic Education) 

(cf. 6142.94 - History-Social Science Instruction) 

 
Four courses in English (40 credits): English 1, English 2, English 3, English 4 or their equivalent. Newcomers 
English is accepted for one year (10 credits) of this requirement. (Education Code 51225.3) 
 
(cf. 6142.91 - Reading/Language Arts Instruction) 
 
Three courses in mathematics (30 credits): At least one Mathematics course shall meet or exceed state 
academic content standards for Integrated Mathematics I. The two additional years of Mathematics must 
exceed the content standards of Integrated Mathematics 1. (Education Code 51225.3) 
 
Completion of Integrated Math 1 with a grade of ‘C’ or better prior to grade 9 shall satisfy the requirement and 
allow for placement in a Math 2 level course. High school credits will not be awarded. Two additional 
mathematics courses exceeding the content standards of Integrated Math 1 in grades 9-12 shall meet the 
requirement. (Education Code 51224.5) 
 
(cf. 6142.92 - Mathematics Instruction) 

(cf. 6152.1 - Placement in Mathematics Courses) 

 
Two courses in science, (20 credits): Including biological and physical sciences (Education Code 51225.3)  
 
(cf. 6142.93 - Science Instruction) 
 
Two sequential courses in a Language Other Than English (20 credits) The first-year of Language Other Than 
English may be met prior to high school with a grade of “C” or better in middle school. A student will have to 
take the same language in 7th and 8th grade, however, high school credits will not be awarded. Additionally, 
placement in and completion of a Level 2 course will satisfy this requirement. A student whose primary 
language is designated other than English is exempt from the core graduation requirement of two years of a 
Language Other than English course, as long as their formal instruction in the Language Other Than English 
took place after the 6th grade. A student may receive a waiver from the two-year Language Other Than English 
requirement due to a specific learning disability, if it is clearly stated in his/her IEP or state standardized test 
results show a need for intensive academic intervention. (Please see AR 6146.1 High School Graduation 
Requirements - World Language.) 

  

 



(cf. 6142.2 - World/Foreign Language Instruction)  

(cf. 6142.6 - Visual and Performing Arts Education) 

 
One course in visual or performing arts (10 credits) (Education Code 51225.3) 
 
One College Preparatory Elective (10 credits). One year of Career and Technical Education is recommended. 
To be counted towards meeting graduation requirements, a CTE course shall be aligned to the CTE model 
curriculum standards and framework adopted by the State Board of Education. 
 
(cf. 6178 - Career Technical Education) 

(cf. 6178.2 - Regional Occupational Center/Program)  

 
Additional Graduation Requirements 
 
Two courses (20 credits) in physical education, unless the student has been otherwise exempted pursuant to 
other sections of the Education Code (Education Code 51225.3) 
 
(cf. 6142.7 - Physical Education and Activity) 

(cf. 6142.1 - Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction)  

(cf. 6142.4 - Service Learning/Community Service Classes) 

(cf. 6142.8 - Comprehensive Health Education) 

 
Beginning with the class of 2025, successful completion of a single two-semester course or two semesters (10 
credits) of any a-g offerings in Ethnic Studies, including courses offered through dual or concurrent 
enrollment.  Any Ethnic Studies course taken shall meet a UC/CSU a-g course requirement and shall also 
accrue credit for coursework in the subject that course is offered.  Completion of the middle school Ethnic 
Studies elective course with a grade of ‘C’ or better prior to grade 9 shall satisfy the graduation requirement, 
though high school credits will not be awarded. 
 
Education Code  51225.3 
Education Code  51226.7 
 
Up to an additional (70) credits of electives, to be chosen by the student and parents from the course offerings 
listed in the College and Career Readiness Guide 
 
Alternative Credits Toward Graduation  
Industry Concentration Certificate 
 
An Industry Concentration Certificate is a path to a college and career future that integrates a-g courses, 
college courses, work based learning, and linked learning specialty areas. Completion of an Industry 
Concentration leads to meeting most of the a-g requirements, graduation from high school, and earns an 
Industry Concentration Certification in a key industry sector. 
 
Students begin the Industry Concentration in grades 11 or 12. Students completing an Industry Concentration 
Certification will still meet the 220 credits graduation requirement; however, integrated with an industry sector 
concentration that may include CTE/VAPA courses. Students may participate in dual enrollment at a local 
college or university with approved agreements, mentorships, pre-internship, and pre-approved work-based 
learning. Santa Rosa City Schools, 11th and 12th grade students may be identified to participate in an Industry 
Concentration Specialist Certificate at their school. 
 
Alternative Education 
 
If an administrator so recommends, an alternate 180 credit course of study is available for students at Ridgway 
Continuation High School, or the Individualized Education Program Team can determine that an alternate 
course of study may be available 
. 
(cf. 6146.11 - Alternative Credits Toward Graduation) 

(cf. 6146.2 - Certificate of Proficiency/High School Equivalency) 

http://www.gamutonline.net/district/santarosacity/DisplayPolicy/899634/7
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/santarosacity/DisplayPolicy/1079096/7


(cf. 6146.4 - Differential Graduation and Competency Standards for Students with Disabilities)  
 
Exemptions and Waivers 
 
Waiver of Graduation Requirements for the Class of 2022 
 
This waiver may only be used for students who will be graduating with the class of 2022. This waiver for the 
class of 2022 expires in June 2022 and only applies to the disciplines of Math and/or Language Other than 
English (LOTE). 
 
Math Waiver Consideration: 
 
Please note: waivers for math courses DO NOT exempt the student from the two-year California Department of 
Education (CDE) mathematics requirement (20 credits). Students still must earn 20 math credits to graduate 
from SRCS. 
 
This waiver only exempts a student from one year of the three years of the math requirement for graduation. 
Eligibility for a Waiver are as follows: 
 
Fall 2020 
 
Student did not pass Math 1P two or more times (4 semesters) ● Student did not pass Math 1P (2 semesters in 
9th grade) and Math 2P (2 semesters in 10th grade) 
 
Fall 2021 
 
Student has passed Math 1P (2 semesters) but did not pass a 2nd year of math (2 semesters)  
 
Language Other than English (LOTE) Consideration: 
 
Please note: waivers for LOTE DO NOT exempt the student from the one-year California Department of 
Education (CDE) LOTE requirement (10 credits). Students still must earn 10 credits to graduate. 
 
This waiver only exempts a student from one year of the two years of the same language of LOTE that is 
required for graduation. 
 
Determine if the following criteria apply: 
 
Fall 2020 
 
Did not pass 2nd year of a LOTE (2 semesters) 
 
This exemption applies to; foster youth, homeless students, or former juvenile court school students who 
transfer into the district any time after completing their second year of high school shall be required to complete 
all graduation requirements specified in Education Code 51225.3 but shall be exempt from any additional 
district- adopted graduation requirements, unless the Superintendent or designee makes a finding that the 
student is reasonably able to complete the requirements in time to graduate by the end of his/her fourth year of 
high school. Within 30 days of the transfer, any such student shall be notified of the availability of the 
exemption and whether he/she qualifies for it. (Education Code 51225.1) 
 
(cf. 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures)  

(cf. 5145.6 - Parental Notifications) 

(cf. 6173 - Education for Homeless Children)  

(cf. 6173.1 - Education for Foster Youth) 

(cf. 6173.3 - Education for Juvenile Court School Students) 

 
In addition, the Superintendent or designee shall facilitate the on-time graduation of children of military families 
by waiving specific course requirements for graduation if the student has satisfactorily completed similar 
coursework in another district. (Education Code 49701) 
 
(cf. 6173.2 - Education for Children of Military Families) 



Retroactive Diplomas 
 
Until July 31, 2018, any student who completed grade 12 in the 2003-04 school year or a subsequent school 
year and has met all applicable graduation requirements other than the passage of the high school exit 
examination shall be granted a high school diploma. (Education Code 60851.6) 
 
The district may retroactively grant a high school diploma to a former student who was interned by order of the 
federal government during World War II or who is an honorably discharged veteran of World War II, the Korean 
War, or the Vietnam War, provided that he/she was enrolled in a district school immediately preceding the 
internment or military service and he/she did not receive a diploma because his/her education was interrupted 
due to the internment or military service. A deceased former student who satisfies these conditions may be 
granted a retroactive diploma to be received by his/her next of kin. (Education Code 51430) 
 
In addition, the district may grant a diploma to a veteran who entered the military service of the United States 
while he/she was a district student in grade 12 and who had completed the first half of the work required for 
grade 12. (Education Code 51440) 
 
Legal Reference: 

 

EDUCATION CODE 

47612 Enrollment in charter school 48200 Compulsory attendance 48412 Certificate of proficiency 

48430 Continuation education schools and classes 48645.5 Acceptance of coursework 

48980 Required notification at beginning of term 

49701 Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 51224 Skills and knowledge 

required for adult life 

51224.5 Algebra instruction 

51225.1 Exemption from district graduation requirements 

51225.2 Pupil in foster care defined; acceptance of coursework, credits, retaking of course 51225.3 High 

school graduation 

51225.35 Mathematics course requirements; computer science 

51225.36 Instruction in sexual harassment and violence; districts that require health education for graduation 

51225.5 Honorary diplomas; foreign exchange students 

51225.6 Compression-only cardiopulmonary resuscitation 51228 Graduation requirements 

51240-51246 Exemptions from requirements 51250-51251 Assistance to military dependents 51410-51412 

Diplomas 

51420-51427 High school equivalency certificates 51430 Retroactive high school diplomas 

51440 Retroactive high school diplomas



51450-51455 Golden State Seal Merit Diploma 51745 Independent study restrictions 

56390-56392 Recognition for educational achievement, special education 60851.5 Suspension of high school 

exit examination 

60851.6 Retroactive diploma; completion of all graduation requirements except high school exit examination 

66204 Certification of high school courses as meeting university admissions criteria 67386 Student safety; 

affirmative consent standard 

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 

1600-1651 Graduation of students from grade 12 and credit toward graduation 4600-4687 Uniform complaint 

procedures 

COURT DECISIONS 

O'Connell v. Superior Court (Valenzuela), (2006) 141 Cal.App.4th 1452 Management Resources: WEB SITES 

CSBA: http://www.csba.org 

California Department of Education, High School: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs University of California, List of 

Approved a-g 

Courses: http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/freshman/requirements Policy SANTA ROSA CITY 

SCHOOLS 
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Policy Reference Disclaimer: These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority 
for the board to enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the 
policy. 

 

State References Description 

5 CCR 1600-1651 Graduation of students from grade 12 and credit toward graduation 

5 CCR 4600-4670 Uniform complaint procedures 

Ed. Code 220 Prohibition of discrimination 

http://www.csba.org/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/freshman/requirements


service 

Ed. Code 47612 Average daily attendance in charter school 

Ed. Code 48200 Compulsory attendance 

Ed. Code 48204.4 Parents/guardians departing California against their will 

Ed. Code 48412 Certificate of proficiency 

Ed. Code 48430 Continuation education schools and classes 

Ed. Code 48645.5 Former juvenile court school students; enrollment 

Ed. Code 48980 Parent/Guardian notifications 

Provisions of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for 
Military Children 

Ed. Code 51224 Skills and knowledge required for adult life 

Ed. Code 51224.5 Algebra in course of study for grades 7-12 

Ed. Code 51225.1 Exemption from district graduation requirements 

Ed. Code 51225.2 Course credits 

Ed. Code 51225.3 High school graduation requirements 

Ed. Code 51225.31 Exemption for students with disabilities 

Ed. Code 51225.35 Mathematics course requirements; computer science 

Instruction in sexual harassment and violence; districts that require health 
education for graduation 

Ed. Code 51225.5 Honorary diplomas; foreign exchange and terminally ill students 

Instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation; districts that require health 
education for graduation 

Ed. Code 51225.9 Courses of study, grades 7 to 12; career technical education 

Ed. Code 51226.7 Model curriculum in ethnic studies 

Ed. Code 51228 Course of study; offerings and timely opportunity 

Ed. Code 51230 Credit for community emergency response training 

Ed. Code 51240-51246 Exemptions from requirements 

Ed. Code 51250-51251 Assistance to military dependents 

Ed. Code 51410-51413 Diplomas 

Ed. Code 51420-51427 High school equivalency certificates 

Ed. Code 51430 Retroactive high school diplomas 

Ed. Code 51440 
Credit and granting of diploma to veterans and members of the military 

Ed. Code 51450-51455 Golden State Seal Merit Diploma 

Ed. Code 51744-51749.6 Independent study 

Ed. Code 56390-56392 Recognition for educational achievement; special education 

Ed. Code 60640 California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 

Ed. Code 66204 Certification of high school courses as meeting university admission criteria 

Ed. Code 67386 Student safety; affirmative consent standard 

 
Management Resources References Description 

Court Decision O'Connell v. Superior Court (Valenzuela) (2006) 141 Cal.App.4th 1452 

CSBA District and County Office of Education Legal Services - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/UdykszdmPETuDslshXk6R5akQ== 

Ed. Code 49701 

Ed. Code 51225.6 

Ed. Code 51225.36 

Website 



California Department of Education, High School - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/Rvp3XpluswycjdbcylbqTXF1Q== 

University of California, List of Approved A-G Courses - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/aSMzVkGKefSjbrpGzGqxDw== 

CSBA - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/W3QxkK2FPsDsQBnMIENxGg== 

 

Cross References Description 

Local Control And Accountability Plan - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/wplusmThslsheqLpONNL2UfX7XkA== 

Local Control And Accountability Plan - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/GD4IslshOVoUf2CKIJowNPkng== 

COVID-19 Mitigation Plan - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/ySXrOoUDzbU3FoGMdkfiJQ== 

COVID-19 Mitigation Plan - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/DD1mB6uGsaye7WOz0NVoBA== 

Uniform Complaint Procedures - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/K2QsHn7iP6IiisXyHRQKYg== 

Uniform Complaint Procedures - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/2AUFS4WrVv1iIQRameM8bA== 

Uniform Complaint Procedures - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/CkiZfdYeyRZ3slshTFh9KeURQ== 

Certification - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/c3vM2Dz8ha0pfp56BYDm3w== 

Certification - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/rvqySFR6uPWf1KzKs1rnxQ== 

Work Permits - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/KGod7sAHIvili2Cbd6aVNQ== 

Work Permits - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/QCsQXTaUIVepKCslsh7WZgh5w== 

Awards For Achievement - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/NcW90H4RKFEiALtOkjddtQ== 

Awards For Achievement - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/w7oPMEIN5shgrK8i8jthiQ== 

Graduation Ceremonies And Activities - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/qX6fpjplAOADKbX4pS01oQ== 

Parent/Guardian Notifications - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/plushhet14C1jG3Zf14duY8lA== 

Parent/Guardian Notifications - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/urUOGrEeIDZMslshl2KXBEcplusg== 

Parent/Guardian Notifications - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/MF44zd6Eq2Gslshu8Amslsh4vAslshA== 

Dropout Prevention - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/Nm2slsh7SIzEwB3lh8CgdtRng== 

Concepts And Roles - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/JvQeslsh4Vga9jG5BvLVV9kKQ== 

Academic Standards - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/1slsh3QiYK02dZgmOplus3biXD1Q== 

Curriculum Development And Evaluation - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/whdUiLxysE72g2oym9pluslzA== 

Website 
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Website 
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6011 

6141 

1312.3 

1312.3 

4112.2 

4112.2 

5113.2 

5113.2 

5145.6 

1312.3-E PDF(1) 

5145.6-E PDF(1) 

5145.6-E PDF(2) 



Curriculum Development And Evaluation - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/IxP1D5O7YkbuSaT2KODNslshA== 

Sexual Health And HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/0Y3CjSYQodqxIap8EHqK8Q== 

Sexual Health And HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/zrapi1Wv9XGuOS1rOKzkMA== 

Service Learning/Community Service Classes - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/fWQMfhYSXY0TBEUotDHplusGQ== 

Physical Education And Activity - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/RZ1pjd0t8PnExtAksEQ3MA== 

Physical Education And Activity - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/v3aYZiaqQmuVf4NnXrs6Xg== 

Reading/Language Arts Instruction - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/tLpdKxZOyq1sa6XoS1quPQ== 

Mathematics Instruction - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/AeXaQrt4nouvyVplusmFxqHrw== 

History-Social Science Instruction - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/FfnPhplusz0BP5qbhdZ92Mslsh2g== 

Courses Of Study - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/UR0o6P6rubZBgcBEmB5wow== 

Courses Of Study - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/OrAoQPghZARGS7HznJSmOQ== 

Extracurricular And Cocurricular Activities - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/mta4ot3lX6qUJOoKaEI6rg== 

Extracurricular And Cocurricular Activities - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/slsh4i5XxVCEDZVUBn0HUw0Vg== 

Athletic Competition - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/40plusCsRDLgBmiYQzyP9d80g== 

Athletic Competition - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/kqslshY09RqyVRcwqu15uoIfA== 

International Exchange - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/H3bMt4EyRYVzTToQcFSUOA== 

International Exchange - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/KVQmTg7QGRY9msVCJoNTnA== 

Alternative Credits Toward Graduation - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/1UqWDuIvizsjbodHUAEIQA== 

Alternative Credits Toward Graduation - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/t0mC2P4zS4BqHUuwoMqeIQ== 

Certificate Of Proficiency/High School Equivalency - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/Qe47yRtBuTMeb0HG4Jvssg== 

Certificate Of Proficiency/High School Equivalency - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/76LvXXlmA1L9b4qeLyaYGg== 

Certificate Of Proficiency/High School Equivalency - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/q7LhdnptbVuu80ZslshRusUVQ== 

Certificate Of Proficiency/High School Equivalency - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/EslshuVwBBtO0tTmslshy63fnNjg== 

Reciprocity Of Academic Credit - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/yOlbT4HRL74W41KZFwVlZQ== 

Reciprocity Of Academic Credit - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/tyE7gnplusqUUTGMzRR0peAlg== 
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6145.6 
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6142.92 

6142.94 

6146.11 
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6146.2-E PDF(1) 

6146.2-E PDF(2) 



 
6146.4 

Differential Graduation And Competency Standards For Students With 
Disabilities - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/kLUluqkNwcPykXRsfnz75w== 

Placement In Mathematics Courses - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/uUslsh3GplusdkFV3JQ4gsdaQVvA== 

Challenging Courses By Examination - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/l8h419OpUeZ6u8KHz6dEkA== 

Challenging Courses By Examination - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/Ohd5jElbniyc9MOyofqETQ== 

Independent Study - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/60Bnp1DiY1lt3GgiplusXeNLQ== 

Independent Study - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/xd9kzpnlEjhkoczslshnPdGuQ== 

Individualized Education Program - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/HYBwcnI1slshi6N2zfIZd9o9A== 

Individualized Education Program - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/zBeQ2sUV8L4vT5BplusnRW3Lg== 

Nonpublic, Nonsectarian School And Agency Services For Special Education - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/Jtzk3txwQ9mB2OYXb1vpJA== 

Nonpublic, Nonsectarian School And Agency Services For Special Education - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/IaWsNilaK8cPNa3LJjThLQ== 

Selection And Evaluation Of Instructional Materials - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/TXJUoBLzA7rvjw4XZSa2IA== 

Selection And Evaluation Of Instructional Materials - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/09wysTRZTjc7fyXr9NBQVg== 

Selection And Evaluation Of Instructional Materials - Please See District 
6161.1-E PDF(1) Material In District Office - 

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/nAj934eMrHZ4dtbBre7wIA== 

Student Assessment - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/3YbcXsTKAlR8ai5fA6qTMw== 

Concurrent Enrollment In College Classes - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/dKBaplusuVyhXiubM439ZMldg== 

Education For Homeless Children - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/cS15IFjslsh0WNtaPtFWzqJpQ== 

Education For Homeless Children - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/ZN570Y9X7sG6ktTc8ZGszQ== 

Education For Homeless Children - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/C0yQFq9zrzO9LCplusrsipbeg== 

Education For Foster Youth - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/W4SQNZm0juoMdxVBTfbJ9A== 

Education Of Children Of Military Families - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/yYt0TWgNI8sGcFYDJGXvIg== 

Education Of Children Of Military Families - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/6jNpx6PIOwiz60EqbPd07g== 

Education For Juvenile Court School Students - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/1iWUHfXDpz1MaaLsj4nA0A== 

Migrant Education Program - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/oxpLOlbCjNAHAyagri4xnQ== 

Migrant Education Program - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/VzptXmof8xglt0VUOfxKtQ== 
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Weekend/Saturday Classes - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/BU9R5hGYfRwNslshCglTh94slshA== 

Summer Learning Programs - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/dxATslshbwXPTWBvIr72c24UA== 

Career Technical Education - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/AxO3TpNIDJk4GslshqkKWxyYA== 

Career Technical Education - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/KT7hhf7cxyPMegpk3Nkwyw== 

Work-Based Learning - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/OFw6mP6mlmvtrW3GqpJgAg== 

Work-Based Learning - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/lUZrnWA8OqHCDxkNZZWrrQ== 

Regional Occupational Center/Program - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/jfsWXW2j5fGTvVAKAFslshiTg== 

Supplemental Instruction - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/DKzUFnCZZxNFewjIIkrcPg== 

Continuation Education - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/GfYAgslshslshXkBPHC5Zm7bcVeg== 

Continuation Education - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/BKOs9zh6G4plusKruJabJ48kg== 

Role Of The Board - 
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SU/g9KhJYx1SyvX22iktDENnQ== 
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Santa Rosa City School|BP 6146.1|Instruction 

High School Graduation Requirements 

The Board of Education desires to prepare all students to obtain a high school diploma 

to enable them to take advantage of opportunities for postsecondary education and 

employment. 

(cf. 5127 - Graduation Ceremonies and Activities) 

(cf. 5147 - Dropout Prevention) 

(cf. 6011 - Academic Standards) 

(cf. 6143 - Courses of Study) 

(cf. 6146.3 - Reciprocity of Academic Credit) 

Course Requirements 

Beginning with the class of 2022, to obtain a high school diploma, students shall 

complete 220 credits in the following courses in grades 9-12, with each course being one 

year unless otherwise specified: 

Three courses in social studies (30 credits): including United States history and World 

History ( including culture, and geography of the world). Additionally, two semester 

long courses, one course in American government (civics) and one course in Economics. 

(Education Code 51225.3) 

(cf. 6142.3 - Civic Education) 

(cf. 6142.94 - History-Social Science Instruction) 

Four courses in English (40 credits): English 1, English 2, English 3, English 4 or their 

equivalent. Newcomers English is accepted for one year (10 credits) of this requirement. 

(Education Code 51225.3) 

(cf. 6142.91 - Reading/Language Arts Instruction) 

Three courses in mathematics (30 credits): At least one Mathematics course shall meet 

or exceed state academic content standards for Integrated Mathematics I. The two 

additional years of Mathematics must exceed the content standards of Integrated 

Mathematics 1. (Education Code 51225.3) 

Completion of Integrated Math 1 with a grade of ‘C’ or better prior to grade 9 shall 

satisfy the requirement and allow for placement in a Math 2 level course. High school 



 

credits will not be awarded. Two additional mathematics courses exceeding the content 

standards of Integrated Math 1 in grades 9-12 shall meet the requirement. (Education 

Code 51224.5) 

(cf. 6142.92 - Mathematics Instruction) 

(cf. 6152.1 - Placement in Mathematics Courses) 

Two courses in science, (20 credits): Including biological and physical sciences 

(Education Code 51225.3) 

(cf. 6142.93 - Science Instruction) 

Two sequential courses in a Language Other Than English (20 credits) The first-year of 

Language Other Than English may be met prior to high school with a grade of “C” or 

better in middle school. A student will have to take the same language in 7th and 8th 

grade, however, high school credits will not be awarded. Additionally, placement in 

and completion of a Level 2 course will satisfy this requirement. A student whose 

primary language is designated other than English is exempt from the core graduation 

requirement of two years of a Language Other than English course, as long as their 

formal instruction in the Language Other Than English took place after the 6th grade. A 

student may receive a waiver from the two-year Language Other Than English 

requirement due to a specific learning disability, if it is clearly stated in his/her IEP or 

state standardized test results show a need for intensive academic intervention. (Please 

see AR 6146.1 High School Graduation Requirements - World Language.) 

(cf. 6142.2 - World/Foreign Language Instruction) 

(cf. 6142.6 - Visual and Performing Arts Education) 

One course in visual or performing arts (10 credits) (Education Code 51225.3) 

One College Preparatory Elective (10 credits). One year of Career and Technical 

Education is recommended. To be counted towards meeting graduation requirements, a 

CTE course shall be aligned to the CTE model curriculum standards and framework 

adopted by the State Board of Education. 

(cf. 6178 - Career Technical Education) 

(cf. 6178.2 - Regional Occupational Center/Program) 

Additional Graduation Requirements 

Two courses (20 credits) in physical education, unless the student has been otherwise 

exempted pursuant to other sections of the Education Code (Education Code 51225.3) 

(cf. 6142.7 - Physical Education and Activity) 



 

(cf. 6142.1 - Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction) 

(cf. 6142.4 - Service Learning/Community Service Classes) 

(cf. 6142.8 - Comprehensive Health Education) 

Up to an additional (70) credits of electives, to be chosen by the student and parents 

from the course offerings listed in the College and Career Readiness Guide 

 
Alternative Credits Toward Graduation 

Industry Concentration Certificate 

An Industry Concentration Certificate is a path to a college and career future that 

integrates a-g courses, college courses, work based learning, and linked learning 

specialty areas. Completion of an Industry Concentration leads to meeting most of the 

a-g requirements, graduation from high school, and earns an Industry Concentration 

Certification in a key industry sector. 

Students begin the Industry Concentration in grades 11 or 12. Students completing an 

Industry Concentration Certification will still meet the 220 credits graduation 

requirement; however, integrated with an industry sector concentration that may 

include CTE/VAPA courses. Students may participate in dual enrollment at a local 

college or university with approved agreements, mentorships, pre-internship, and pre- 

approved work based learning. Santa Rosa City Schools, 11th and 12th grade students 

may be identified to participate in an Industry Concentration Specialist Certificate at 

their school. 

Alternative Education 

If an administrator so recommends, an alternate 180 credit course of study is available 

for students at Ridgway Continuation High School, or the Individualized Education 

Program Team can determine that an alternate course of study may be available. 

(cf. 6146.11 - Alternative Credits Toward Graduation) 

(cf. 6146.2 - Certificate of Proficiency/High School Equivalency) 

(cf. 6146.4 - Differential Graduation and Competency Standards for Students with 

Disabilities) 

Exemptions and Waivers 

Waiver of Graduation Requirements for the Class of 2022 



 

This waiver may only be used for students who will be graduating with the class of 

2022. This waiver for the class of 2022 expires in June 2022 and only applies to the 

disciplines of Math and/or Language Other than English (LOTE). 

 
Math Waiver Consideration: 

 
Please note: waivers for math courses DO NOT exempt the student from the two- 

year California Department of Education (CDE) mathematics requirement (20 

credits). Students still must earn 20 math credits to graduate from SRCS. 

 
This waiver only exempts a student from one year of the three years of the math 

requirement for graduation. Eligibility for a Waiver are as follows: 

 
Fall 2020 

● Student did not pass Math 1P two or more times (4 semesters) 

● Student did not pass Math 1P (2 semesters in 9th grade) and Math 2P (2 

semesters in 10th grade) 

Fall 2021 

● Student has passed Math 1P (2 semesters) but did not pass a 2nd 

year of math (2 semesters) 

 

Language Other than English (LOTE) Consideration: 

 
Please note: waivers for LOTE DO NOT exempt the student from the one-year 

California Department of Education (CDE) LOTE requirement (10 credits). Students 

still must earn 10 credits to graduate. 

 
This waiver only exempts a student from one year of the two years of the same 

language of LOTE that is required for graduation. 

Determine if the following criteria apply: 

Fall 2020 

● Did not pass 2nd year of a LOTE (2 semesters) 



 

This exemption applies to; foster youth, homeless students, or former juvenile court 

school students who transfer into the district any time after completing their second 

year of high school shall be required to complete all graduation requirements specified 

in Education Code 51225.3 but shall be exempt from any additional district-adopted 

graduation requirements, unless the Superintendent or designee makes a finding that 

the student is reasonably able to complete the requirements in time to graduate by the 

end of his/her fourth year of high school. Within 30 days of the transfer, any such 

student shall be notified of the availability of the exemption and whether he/she 

qualifies for it. (Education Code 51225.1) 

(cf. 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures) 

(cf. 5145.6 - Parental Notifications) 

(cf. 6173 - Education for Homeless Children) 

(cf. 6173.1 - Education for Foster Youth) 

(cf. 6173.3 - Education for Juvenile Court School Students) 

In addition, the Superintendent or designee shall facilitate the on-time graduation of 

children of military families by waiving specific course requirements for graduation if 

the student has satisfactorily completed similar coursework in another district. 

(Education Code 49701) 

(cf. 6173.2 - Education for Children of Military Families) 

Retroactive Diplomas 

Until July 31, 2018, any student who completed grade 12 in the 2003-04 school year or a 

subsequent school year and has met all applicable graduation requirements other than 

the passage of the high school exit examination shall be granted a high school diploma. 

(Education Code 60851.6) 

The district may retroactively grant a high school diploma to a former student who was 

interned by order of the federal government during World War II or who is an 

honorably discharged veteran of World War II, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War, 

provided that he/she was enrolled in a district school immediately preceding the 

internment or military service and he/she did not receive a diploma because his/her 

education was interrupted due to the internment or military service. A deceased former 

student who satisfies these conditions may be granted a retroactive diploma to be 

received by his/her next of kin. (Education Code 51430) 



 

In addition, the district may grant a diploma to a veteran who entered the military 

service of the United States while he/she was a district student in grade 12 and who had 

completed the first half of the work required for grade 12. (Education Code 51440) 

Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 

47612 Enrollment in charter school 

48200 Compulsory attendance 

48412 Certificate of proficiency 

48430 Continuation education schools and classes 

48645.5 Acceptance of coursework 

48980 Required notification at beginning of term 

49701 Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 

51224 Skills and knowledge required for adult life 

51224.5 Algebra instruction 

51225.1 Exemption from district graduation requirements 

51225.2 Pupil in foster care defined; acceptance of coursework, credits, retaking of 

course 

51225.3 High school graduation 

51225.35 Mathematics course requirements; computer science 

51225.36 Instruction in sexual harassment and violence; districts that require health 

education for graduation 

51225.5 Honorary diplomas; foreign exchange students 

51225.6 Compression-only cardiopulmonary resuscitation 

51228 Graduation requirements 

51240-51246 Exemptions from requirements 

51250-51251 Assistance to military dependents 

51410-51412 Diplomas 

51420-51427 High school equivalency certificates 



 

51430 Retroactive high school diplomas 

51440 Retroactive high school diplomas 

51450-51455 Golden State Seal Merit Diploma 

51745 Independent study restrictions 

56390-56392 Recognition for educational achievement, special education 

60851.5 Suspension of high school exit examination 

60851.6 Retroactive diploma; completion of all graduation requirements except high 

school exit examination 

66204 Certification of high school courses as meeting university admissions criteria 

67386 Student safety; affirmative consent standard 

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 

1600-1651 Graduation of students from grade 12 and credit toward graduation 

4600-4687 Uniform complaint procedures 

COURT DECISIONS 

O'Connell v. Superior Court (Valenzuela), (2006) 141 Cal.App.4th 1452 

Management Resources: 

WEB SITES 

CSBA: http://www.csba.org 

California Department of Education, High School: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs 

University of California, List of Approved a-g 

Courses: http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/freshman/requirements 
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