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Alignment to 
Mission and Beliefs 



Mission

PK & Beyond ™ operationalizes the mission of the 
Ames CSD by: 
▸ Extending the mission of “empowering all students to pursue and maximize 

their personal and educational potential” beyond traditional classroom 
learning by giving students progressively more authentic opportunities to 
understand themselves, explore possibilities, develop skills, connect learning 
to the real world, and eventually participate in workplaces and postsecondary 
environments.

▸ Creating a seamless continuum of learning and experiences from awareness 
and exposure to application, experience, and creating pathways for student 
to transition to post high school. By emphasizing career connected learning, 
we are personalizing the education for all students. 



Beliefs

PK & Beyond ™ operationalizes the beliefs of the Ames 
CSD by:
Strategic Plan Belief statements PK & Beyond ™ 

All students are capable of learning, 
growing and succeeding.

PK & Beyond is structured so that every student has access to 
meaningful experiences that help them discover their capabilities 
and allows for this to be adaptable to students as they grow and 
learn.

Every student is unique and will be 
valued, supported and affirmed.

A broad network of employers, colleges, universities, and 
community organizations creates multiple pathways for students 
with different interests and strengths.

All students can thrive academically 
when high expectations are set, and 
opportunities and tailored resources are 
provided.

Work-based learning provides opportunities and authentic contexts 
in which students can apply academic knowledge. PK & Beyond 
can also be differentiated by age, interest, readiness, and career 
aspiration.



Beliefs continued 

Strategic Plan Belief statements PK & Beyond ™ 

A sense of belonging...is essential 
to learning

Relationships with employers, mentors, college faculty, university 
personnel, teachers, and community members can expand a student's 
network of trusted adults and help students see themselves as belonging 
in future educational and professional environments.

Strong community, school and 
family partnerships are essential to 
student academic success.

Strong partnerships that benefit every student is the heart of PK & 
Beyond ™ 

An evidence-based, data-driven 
decision making process is 
essential…

This allows the initiative to become part of the district's 
continuous-improvement infrastructure rather than simply an enrichment 
program.

Schools are dynamic and require 
ongoing creativity and innovation

Work-based learning is inherently an opportunity to innovate instructional 
practice by connecting classrooms with authentic problems, workplaces, 
technology, postsecondary institutions, and community resources.



Alignment to Objectives 
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