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Communities are planned by thinking about where homes, buildings,
stores, parks, schools, roads, and other features should be located. But
planning also involves thinking about what people need and how they
can stay safe, have access to education and jobs, and have a voice in
decisions that affect their lives.




he General Plan Update
process, known as Santa Rosa
Forward, provides an important
opportunity to revisit and
rethink community planning
policies and programs.

The goal Is to think about how
we want to improve Santa Rosa
now and Iinto the future!
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Project Timeline

— Community
Involvement Strategy
: (Summer 2020 - Fall 2020)

General Plan P - smiom

E (Fall 2020 - Summer 2021)

Process n - e

Circulation Alternatives
A (Fall 2021- Spring 2022)

» Preferred Alternative
(Spring 2022 - Fall 2022)

We are currently in the Draft I ﬁ
Ceneral Plan phase of the project.

(Spring 2023 - Fall 2023)

* Environmental Analysis

— Draft General Plan
' (Spring 2023 - Winter 2024)

O ~— Additional Zoning

: Amendments

All documents are available at

: (Winter 2023)
www.SantaRosaForward.com ! 5

f—' Public Review and Adoption

+  (Winter 2024-Spring 2024)
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Santa Rosa

2050 Vision Statement
Santa Rosa is a diverse, equitable,

and sustainable community built on
clvic engagement that empowers

HEALTHY JUST

EQUITABLE

SUSTAINABLE

everyone to provide and support INCLUSIVE o
equal and affordable opportunities to Isﬁé"s"'ﬁ
obtain good housing, education and PREPARED ot CONNECTED
Jjobs; to enjoy vibrant cultural events Pan urFuture Togethr

and arts; and to live healthy lives in sare EDUCATED
resilient neighborhoods that adapt to /o I
social and environmental change. RESILIENT
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Alternative 1:
Established

Alternative Land Use Scenarios v S =l

Established Corridors

Rooert Park e e @ Homwak

Alternative 2:
Neighborhood
Main Streets

Legend

Neighborhood Main Streets

| SANTA
SA

Alternative 3:
Housing
| Everywhere

Lagend

Housing Everywhere

| SANTA
SA
Nohnart park oL ke
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Preferred
Alternative

Land Use
Diagram
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Draft Santa Rosa General Plan 2050



General Plan Contents

Draft Santa Rosa General
Plan 2050 consolidates the
State mandated General
Plan elements into five
chapters* that address both
required and optional
General Plan topics. Each
chapter includes goals,
policies, and actions that
work together to achieve
the community’s vision for
the future.

GENERAL PLAN 2050 CONTENTS

Chapterl D Required D 2030 GP New, not required
LAND USE AND e
ECONOMIC 7
DEVELOPMENT L A
Land Use

URBAN DESIGN, 1]
HISTORIC QEEO é.iuﬁ @ &
PRESERVATION Urbon " At and T

N rban istoric rt an illside
AND ART AND CULTURE  Design Preservation Culture Policies

CIRCULATION, OPEN o . ‘
SPACE, CONSERVATION, 0
AND GREENHOUSE GAS
REDUCTION Circulation Open Space  Conservation Gr"g"éﬁ'ﬁ’c‘ﬁ:nﬁ“
SAFETY, CLIMATE
RESILIENCE, NOISE, @ % 9 }])
AND PUBLIC SERVICES
AND FACIUTIES Safety Climate Public Services Noise
Resilience and Facilities
HEALTH, EQUITY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL % ‘[a@ @
JUSTICE
Community Equity Emrlronmental Parks  Youth, Family,
Health Justice and Seniors

HOUSING éﬁ}

Housing

Goal, Policy, and Action Hierarchy

GOAL mmmmm) POLICY mmmmmml) ACTION

A general, overall, and A specific statement A measure, procedure,

ultimate desired that regulates activities or technique intended

outcome the City will in the city, guides to implement one or

direct to achieving over decision-making, and mare policies to help

the lifetime of the directs implementing reach a Goal. An action

General Plan. action to achieve a may be ongoing or
Goal. General Plan something that can be
policies guide City completed in a discrete
staff, the Planning timeframe.

Commission, City
Council, and other City
boards” and
commissions’
decision-making and
their review of land
development projects.

*The City's Housing Element covering the planning period through 2031 was adopted in February 2023. Draft General Plan 2050
does not propose any changes to the Housing Element.
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LAND USE AND

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

P VISUALIZING THE CONCEPT

D OVERVIEW

Downtown Area Areas of Change Residential Neighborhoods
How land is used in Santa Rosa can make a big neighborhood assets, address current challenges, increase
difference in how people feel about and interact in local economic and environmental vitality, increase personal
neighborhoods and in how the local economy operates. opportunity, and improve quality of life for everyone in
General Plan 2050 seeks to reinforce local pride, increase Santa Rosa.
local investment, and bolster the vitality of the city as a
whole. Land Use Classlfications: The citywide land use
classifications represent adopted City policy intended to
Land Use and Economic Development in the Plan: The achieve the community’s vision. They are meant to be
Land Use and Economic Development chapter of the broad enough to give the city flexibility in implementation,
General Plan supports thoughtful land use planning and and clear enough to provide sufficient direction to carry
economic development strategies to enhance and build on out the General Plan.
} CHAPTER GOALS ’ NEW IDEAS st e Do Mixed Uso Corvidor et ommgy Jobs-Training Batance Nelghbortood et conamic
Goal 2-%: Ensure that growth and change serve The following are some of the new ideas g
community nesds, protect the environment, presented in this chapter: = NE é‘;:eml Flan
improve fiscal stability, and enhance quality of ' s g Land Use
life for all members of the community. » Require construction measures that make i N
exposure to air pollution less severe for ” o N
Goal 2-2: Promote city-centered growth and development within 500 ft of Highways 101 . peanipmas
investment with a neighborhood-focused and 12 (Action 2-1.3). b v Nl
approach to create complete and connected o ok aliad
communities that provide for community » Support micro-entrepreneurialism, O s
rmembers daily needs within easy walking or neighborhood-centered businesses and job P
biking distance. creation, home-based businesses, mobile food Machrm Daraty Smeartn
and craft vendors, and community gathering I et 00 Oty R
Goal 2-3: Promote livability by creating a events in all nonresidential zoning districts P \ B Pt e s S
variety of housing types near transit to reduce (Actions 2-4.6,2-5.8, and 2-59). R N O R ettt R Mt e
N"? R v Vi Rax M Lsa
greenhouse gas emissions. L oA [ Croa v R
\«5" v = &:1\ o PubireyMad Pasisertis
Goal 2-4: Ensure that new growth and : AP P ¢ < - T et
development are resilient to economic cycles {E} /o 1 ' SHA A A \\ 2 -....."Z_.,
and forces. ) |, e 2 " (7 ey
t 'Y = ’ ; T core v
’ I f ! = = all [0 rmgrscmond Meme es
Goal 2-5: Foster sustained, inclusive growth = il | [
that generates long-term, shared value e 3 = | reoews
in the community and creates economic — RN U s skl
- AuthgTremasioral
opportunities for all residents. ’ . —
% Opan Soace
Goal 2-6: Maintain vibrant, convenient, and ! Aot
attractive commmercial centers.
@f-—:-—,- @,\.lll?ap\« )5a

B et
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CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION,

AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

D OVERVIEW

Responsible management of the built and natural
environments now and in the future is essential to ensure
the well-being of current and future generations.

Circulation: The General Plan works to further expand
the city’s transportation options and support the mobility
needs of everyone in Santa Rosa, prioritizing modes like
transit and bike that minimize greenhouse gas emissions.

Open Space and Conservation: Open space in and around
Santa Rosa offers multiple community benefits, including
visual enjoyment, watershed protection, recreation use,
and hazard risk reduction. General Plan 2050 guides

City efforts to conserve (preserve and protect) resources,
including the city’s open space areas and air quality.

» CHAPTER GOALS

Goal 3-1: Provide an integrated land use and
transportation system with safe and efficient
movernent of people and gocds for all modes of
travel that prioritizes reduction of transportation-
related GHG emissions.

Goal 3-2: Provide a safe and accessible active
and public transportation network that reduces
dependence on single cocupancy vehicles,
prioritizing Equity Priority Areas and Areas of
Change

Goal 3-3: Ensure that traffic-related impacts of
proposed land uses are evaluated and mitigated.

Goal 3-4: Protect, expand, maintain, and restore
natural resources, open space, and agricultural
land.

Goal 3-5: Achieve net carbon neutrality by 2030,

Greenhouse Gas Reduction: This chapter provides goals,
policies, and actions to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in the transportation and energy sectors, which
generate the highest shares of GHG emissions. Additional
GHG reducing strategies are present in other chapters

of the General Plan where topics such as land use and
public services and facilities are addressed. The City’s
GHG Reduction Strategy, currently under development,
will present all City GHG reduction measuresina
comprehensive plan.

b NEW IDEAS

The following are some of the new ideas
presented in this chapter:

» Pricritize transportation investments that
support walking, biking, transit, carpeols, and
rideshares, especially in Equity Pricrity Areas
(Actions 3-17 and 3-114), or areas that have
been underinvested.

» Continue to reduce parking requirements
(Action 3-1.9).

» Prohibit new drive-throughs (retail and
senvices) and provide incentives to discontinue
existing ones (Action 3-4.34).

Opon Space
Comervation

Figure 3-4
T >
Nefwork Improvements
ooy s
Urbhan Gromeh Bowsdury
Cry Sphare of Infunce.
) mevingaes
Crests and Wesrweps
Pk anel Cpan Spece
Cuteids of Plarving Mes:
Transporofion
bl
T Msjerbaade
) st Truask Cantar
UL ST Rl e
Toweatt
Tt Ml
Toaentt Packand-Hide
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URBAN DESIGN, HISTORIC PRESERVATION,

AND ARTS AND CULTURE

D OVERVIEW

Attractive design of buildings and outdoor spaces, cultural
and historic preservation, and art in public spaces support
a high quality of life and esteem for Santa Rosa residents
and businesses.

Urban Design: The City’s urban design standards
encourage development to highlight the natural and
historical features of established areas, create distinct
architectural identities in emerging areas, and protect

views of the natural, unbuilt areas surrounding Santa Rosa.

Cultural Resources: Native American habitation in the
Santa Rosa region began about 7,000 years ago. The city
contains almost 200 recorded Native American resources
and there is a high potential for finding more Native
American sites in Santa Rosa.

Arts: Arts have the power to connect people, promote
cultural inclusion and diversity, create civic pride and a
sense of community, stimulate the local economy, and
inspire the creative spirit.

Historic Resources: Santa Rosa’s historic resources
include sites, structures, districts, and landmarks, marked
by a rich architectural heritage, spanning many periods.

P CHAPTER GOALS

Goal 4-1: Preserve and enhance Santa Rosa's
community character through attractive urban
and environmental desian and intentional
development.

Goal 4-2: Protect the historic and cultural
resources of Santa Rosa and enrich the sense of
place and understanding of the city's history and
prehistory.

Goal 4-3: Support an empowered, thriving, and
inclusive Santa Rosa community connected
through the power of art.

P NEW IDEAS

The following are some of the new ideas
presented in this chapter:

» Provide planting strips with large canopy
trees between the road and sidewalk along
commercial streets to support safety and
placemaking (Action 4-1.5).

» Remove obstacles for owners of historic
properties to support preservation (Action
4-21).

Hitside and Creek
Prosacvation

Native American
Hurtage

—e

it o]
e o

" .

o

IR

Histork Preservation
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SAFETY, CLIMATE RESILIENCE, NOISE,

AND PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

D OVERVIEW

The beautiful environment that attracts people to Santa
Rosa also creates potential risks from hazards that can
harm people and property and cause economic and social
dislocation.

Geologic and Selsmicity: The relatively flat valley floor
adjacent to highland areas in and around Santa Rosa
signifies the presence of active earthquake faults.

Flooding and Dam Fallure: Santa Rosa is in the Russian
River watershed and has experienced flooding in the past.
Rain events can overwhelm local drainages, especially the
low-lying areas in the southwest part of the city, where
critical sewer treatment facilities are located.

Emergency Preparedness: The City has taken proactive
measures to prepare the community for an emergency
event and is poised to respond quickly and efficiently in a
disaster event.

P CHAPTER GOALS

Goal 5-1: Minimize community exposure to
seismic and geologic hazards.

Goal 5-2: Effectively manage the potential effects
of floeding and dam failure.

Goal 5-3: Increase community resilience to
future wildfire threats.

Goal 5-4: Protect all community members and
businesses from hazardous materials exposures
and releases.

Goal 5-5: Santa Rosa is prepared for future
emergencies.

Goal 5-6: Santa Rosa is a resilient city able
to adapt to, recaver from, and thrive under
changing climate conditions.

Goal 5-7: Protect the community from adverse
neise impacts that can decrease quality of life.

Public Services and Facllities: The General Plan supports
the City’s ability to provide superior public services and
facilities for the community, including ensuring sufficient
water supply, facilitating cooperation with local and
regional emergency responders, and expanding efforts to
focus policing on community-based solutions.

Climate Resilience: While General Plan 2050 works to
reduce GHG emissions and reverse the effects of climate
change, effective hazard mitigation must simultaneously
support the community’s ability to adapt to and recover
from changing climate conditions.

Wildiand and Urban Fires: Santa Rosa and Sonoma
County are prone to wildfire that can be intense and
uncontrollable—the area is especially susceptible in the
wildland urban interface. The General Plan and other plans
and City activities reduce the threat of fires and protect the
community.

Goal 5-8: Provide adequate and high-quality city
services for water, wastewater, recycled water,
stormwater, and solid waste.

Goal 5-9: Help provide superior and lifelong
educational opportunities for all community
members.

Goal 5-10: Provide efficient and effective police and
fire services for all members of the community.

P NEW IDEAS

The following are some of the new ideas
presented in this chapter:

» Create opportunities to proactively relocate
existing development from high fire risk areas
(Action 5-311).

» Explore options to prohibit increased density
of residential and non-residential uses in fire-
prone areas (Action 5-312).

Sastarable Water Supply

Cooling Centars Optiized Resience Centers

Evacuntion Routes

Firesofe Home/Froperty
Earthauake Sate Buildings

R BUL Y o ¥
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; Interface Areas
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Education and Learning
Schools

The Planning Area is served by 11 public school districts, Santa Rosa Junior College, and 27 private schools ranging from
nursery/preschool to college. The public school districts cover the entire Planning Area, and private schools are sprinkled throughout the
community offering alternative religious, special-needs, and other specialized programs. Santa Rosa Junior College also offers continuing
education programs. The City is not responsible for administration of any schools but works cooperatively with each district and school to

support student success.

Educated

Life-long education, enrichment, and supportive services and resources engage and empower young people, strengthen
families (of any family structure), connect and activate seniors, and foster the success and well-being of everyone.

Goal 5-9: Help provide superior and lifelong educational opportunities for all community members

Policy 5-9.1 Provide high-quality educational opportunities for all members of the community, especially, children,
youth, and seniors

Action 5-9.1: Work with schools to locate sites and facilities to serve all neighborhoods and the educational needs of all
sectors of the population, including:

+ Safe pedestrian and bicycle access and traffic-calming measures in the vicinity.
+ Attractive design that contributes to neighborhood identity and pride.
+ Partner with the Police Department to create a safe learning environment.



(
)“S :

NI

Sebastopol- ,‘

R

Source: City of Santa Rosa 2023
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HEALTH, EQUITY, AND

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

D OVERVIEW

Like many communities, Santa Rosa faces long-standing
inequities and health disparities between certain areas and
groups in the city. The General Plan identifies these issues
and presents meaningful solutions.

Violence Prevention and Equitable Policing: General
Plan 2050 includes strategies to enhance safety and make
residents of all ages, races, and ethnicities across Santa
Rosa feel safe and welcome in the community.

Health for All Residents: Santa Rosa is committed to
maintaining and enhancing the health and quality of life
for the community by integrating “Health in All Policies,” a
practice that incorporates community and individual well-
being into decision-making across all City government
sectors and policy areas.

Parks: Santa Rosa features a wonderful network of parks
offering a variety of recreation opportunities. The City,
however, continues to work toward an ambitious target
of offering 6 acres of parkland for every 1,000 residents,
while maintaining and enhancing the quality of existing
parkland.

Food Access and Urban Agriculture: Access to fresh
foods, whole grains, and other unprocessed or minimally
processed foods is essential to good health. The General
Plan identifies Healthy Food Priority Areas, where
residents may lack access to fresh foods, to target efforts
to meet the nutritional needs of these communities.

P CHAPTER GOALS

Goal 6.1: Improve health and well-being for all
community members by emphasizing community
healthin all City policies, programs, actions, and
activities.

Goal 6.2: Advance health equity by understanding
and addressing key social determinants of health.

Goal 6.3: Promote meaningful community
engagement and empawer residents through
inclusive communication, outreach, and capacity-
building to participate in City planning and decision
making.

Goal 6.4: Maintain and enhance a culture of
language access and justice in City communications
and public participation in planning and decision-
making processes.

Goal 6.5: Minimize risk of displacement and
gentrification while ensuring housing is safe and
sanitary for all residents.

Youth, Family, and Senlors: The City aims to enhance
opportunities for young people, families, and seniors to
enjoy a high quality of life with age-appropriate services
and the ability to age in place.

Goal 6.6: Ensure that all households and individuals
have convenient, daily access to affordable healthy
food, including fresh produce.

Goal 6.7: Ensure community safety and foster
neighbarhood environments that are welcoming to
all ages, cultures, races, and ethnicities.

Goal 6.8: Make parks the center for improving
personal and community well-being.

Goal 6.9: Foster environments that support families
and community members of all ages with high-
quality, equitably accessible amenities, programs,
and services.

Hello!

Fresh Food Access Affordable Housing

Ecanomic Opportunity Park Amenitios

Language Accessible Ciean Alr
Goods and Services

P NEW IDEAS

The following are some of the new ideas
presented in this chapter:

» Ensure that every decision made by the City
of Santa Rosa promotes community health,
sustainability, equity, and environmental justice
(Actions 6-1.3, 6-14,6-111, and 6-112).

Restrict tobacco and alcohol sales where there
is already a high concentration of retailers

and near sensitive populations, such as near
schools and senior facilities (Action 6-214).

¥

Require convenience stores, supermarkets,
liquor stores, and neighborhood markets to o
carry fresh produce (Action 6-6.2). ii

» Require extra review for new chain restaurants
and at least 300 feet between fast-food chains
(Actions 6-6.7 and &-6.8).

Allow all forms of urban agriculture (including
rooftop, indoor, and other gardens) by right
citywide and allow on-site produce exchanges
and sales (Action 6-613).
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Health, Equity, and Environmental Justice

Health for All Residents

Goal 6-2: Advance health equity by understanding and addressing key social determinants of health.
Policy 6-2.3: Prevent, disincentivize, and reduce harmful addictive behaviors.

Action 6-2.14. Restrict tobacco and alcohol retailers near schools, youth-populated areas, and senior facilities, and in
areas with a high density of existing tobacco retailers, particularly in Equity Priority Areas.

Action 6-2.15: Partner with local, regional, and State organizations to promote public awareness about the potential
risks of opioid abuse, and the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs that affect Santa Rosa community members.

Violence Prevention and Equitable Policing

Uncertainty or fear regarding personal and family safety is a significant negative health determinant. If people don't feel
safe, they don’'t want to leave their home to congregate, exercise, or travel to appointments. Sometimes parents keep
their children away from school because of their concern for the child’'s safety. Ensuring safety for the entire community is
a major step toward achieving equity and promoting community health. Life-long education, enrichment, and supportive
services and resources engage and empower young people, strengthen families (of any family structure), connect and
activate seniors, and foster the success and well-being of everyone.
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Project Website

Please visit the project website.
It contains a wealth of project
iInformation, documents, and
materials.

www.SantaRosaForward.com



http://www.santarosaforward.com/

Next Steps

= Thank you for your ideas and feedback!

» The Project Team will summarize all comments and
feedback gathered during these discussions. This input
will help refine the General Plan.

= Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy Public Review and
Environmental Impact Report Public Review

= Final General Plan 2050 adoption and EIR Certification
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