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Communities are planned by thinking about where homes, buildings, 
stores, parks, schools, roads, and other features should be located. But 
planning also involves thinking about what people need and how they 
can stay safe, have access to education and jobs, and have a voice in 
decisions that affect their lives.
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The General Plan Update 
process, known as Santa Rosa 
Forward, provides an important 
opportunity to revisit and 
rethink community planning 
policies and programs. 

The goal is to think about how 
we want to improve Santa Rosa 
now and into the future! 
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General Plan 
Process

We are currently in the Draft 
General Plan phase of the project.

All documents are available at
www.SantaRosaForward.com

Project Timeline
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Santa Rosa is a diverse, equitable, 
and sustainable community built on 
civic engagement that empowers 
everyone to provide and support 
equal and affordable opportunities to 
obtain good housing, education and 
jobs; to enjoy vibrant cultural events 
and arts; and to live healthy lives in 
resilient neighborhoods that adapt to 
social and environmental change.

Santa Rosa 
2050 Vision Statement
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Alternative Land Use Scenarios

Established Corridors

Neighborhood Main Streets

Housing Everywhere
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Preferred 
Alternative 
Land Use 
Diagram



Draft
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General Plan Contents
Draft Santa Rosa General 
Plan 2050 consolidates the 
State mandated General 
Plan elements into five 
chapters* that address both 
required and optional 
General Plan topics. Each 
chapter includes goals, 
policies, and actions that 
work together to achieve 
the community’s vision for 
the future. 

*The City’s Housing Element covering the planning period through 2031 was adopted in February 2023. Draft General Plan 2050 
does not propose any changes to the Housing Element.
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Education and Learning
Schools
The Planning Area is served by 11 public school districts, Santa Rosa Junior College, and 27 private schools ranging from 

nursery/preschool to college. The public school districts cover the entire Planning Area, and private schools are sprinkled throughout the 

community offering alternative religious, special-needs, and other specialized programs. Santa Rosa Junior College also offers continuing 

education programs. The City is not responsible for administration of any schools but works cooperatively with each district and school to 

support student success.

Goal 5-9: Help provide superior and lifelong educational opportunities for all community members

Policy 5-9.1 Provide high-quality educational opportunities for all members of the community, especially, children, 
youth, and seniors

Action 5-9.1: Work with schools to locate sites and facilities to serve all neighborhoods and the educational needs of all 
sectors of the population, including:

• Safe pedestrian and bicycle access and traffic-calming measures in the vicinity.

• Attractive design that contributes to neighborhood identity and pride.

• Partner with the Police Department to create a safe learning environment.

Educated 
Life-long education, enrichment, and supportive services and resources engage and empower young people, strengthen 
families (of any family structure), connect and activate seniors, and foster the success and well-being of everyone.
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Health, Equity, and Environmental Justice

Health for All Residents
Goal 6-2: Advance health equity by understanding and addressing key social determinants of health.

Policy 6-2.3: Prevent, disincentivize, and reduce harmful addictive behaviors.

Action 6-2.14: Restrict tobacco and alcohol retailers near schools, youth-populated areas, and senior facilities, and in 
areas with a high density of existing tobacco retailers, particularly in Equity Priority Areas.

Action 6-2.15: Partner with local, regional, and State organizations to promote public awareness about the potential 
risks of opioid abuse, and the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs that affect Santa Rosa community members.

Violence Prevention and Equitable Policing
Uncertainty or fear regarding personal and family safety is a significant negative health determinant. If people don’t feel 
safe, they don’t want to leave their home to congregate, exercise, or travel to appointments. Sometimes parents keep 
their children away from school because of their concern for the child’s safety. Ensuring safety for the entire community is 
a major step toward achieving equity and promoting community health. Life-long education, enrichment, and supportive 
services and resources engage and empower young people, strengthen families (of any family structure), connect and 
activate seniors, and foster the success and well-being of everyone.
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Project Website
Please visit the project website. 
It contains a wealth of project 
information, documents, and 
materials.

www.SantaRosaForward.com 

http://www.santarosaforward.com/
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Next Steps

▪ Thank you for your ideas and feedback!

▪ The Project Team will summarize all comments and 
feedback gathered during these discussions. This input 
will help refine the General Plan.

▪ Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy Public Review and 
Environmental Impact Report Public Review

▪ Final General Plan 2050 adoption and EIR Certification
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