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SRCS Alternative Schools and
Programs

Ridgway High School
Independent Study
Mesa High School

Midrose High School
Grace High School
Home and Hospital

Bridge Academy



SRCS Alternative Settings
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Alternative Education Settings by

Ethnicity
Ridgway | Ind. Home | Total %
Study Hospital
Hlspanlc/Latl 55 1
%
American
Indian/Alaska 9 4 1 0 3 0 17 2.84
n Native %
Asi
sian 6 3 0 1 1 0 11 1;784
o)
African 5 34
American 5 4 1 3 1 0 14 %
Native 00
Hawaiian/ .
Pacific 3 0 0 0 3 0 6 %
Islander
Whit
- 73 69 34 > ; s 18 315
= . v % :
wo or More
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Total 263 148 48 63 67 10 599 100°.




The Questions to
Explore;
Data to Collect
What do our alternative education
programs need to provide to
ensure students are prepared to
enter college, technical training
and employment that creates the
_opportunity for them to flourish?.




he Questions to Explore;
Data to Collect

Do the demographics of each
alternative program mirror that
of the district/school?




he Questions to Explore;
Data to Collect

When do we think about
alternative placement? After
years of failure or early enough
to ensure success?




Common Characteristics of Successful
Alternative Education Programs

® | eadership that is coordinated, sets a mission, and Is
responsive to student needs.

e (Collaborative partnerships that integrate family, school
and community efforts.

® A positive school culture that encourages safety, high
expectations and reciprocity.

® A strong academic program with ambitious
professional development and regular student
assessment.

® Students as the focal point of all decisions.




Raising the Bar, Building Capacity: Driving Improvement
in California’s Continuation High Schools

STATE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS:
Clarify Academic Goals in meeting the California Standards.

Review the process of transferring students to alternative education
(least restrictive environment).

Accountability for results by strengthening the Alternative School
Accountability Model (ASAM).

Reward continuous student proficiency-based growth at the school level.

Provide all continuation students pursuing a regular diploma with the
option for full day instruction.

Extend Iearnln%tlme to build instructional capacity and expand learning
opportunities through collaboration with community partners.

Student identification and placement policies should be written and
transparent and available to all stakeholders. >




Raising the Bar, Building Capacity: Driving Improvement
in California’s Continuation High Schools

Strengthen the ASAM data collection and analysis systems by including
all alternative options programs for purposes of collecting accurate
student information.

Invest in a fully functional CALPADS to strengthen district and school-
level te_ducators" ability to assess school, programs and student level
over time.

Fund targeted supports and reward for instructional innovation in
continuation schools and promote accountability for results by funding
rigorous evaluation of innovative practices.

Assess student performance data to track the number and
Chacrlgtctderistics of students who have become over-aged and under-
credited.

Assess when in the school trajectory most students begin to fall behind
and for what reasons.

Provide ongoing professional development opportunities that reflect the
unigue demands of alternative education.




Alternative Education Plan Process
2015-16

In October, a focus group will be identified that represents each
of the Alternative Education sites.

The focus group will identify the areas for review based on the

Alternative School Accountability Model (ASAM), research based

recommendations for continuation schools, and the study

cF:)on_ducted by the California Alternative Education Research
roject.

Along with the identified review areas, the questions to explore
will also produce data that will be used in the review process.

The focus group will provide input to interview questions that will
be asked to students, parents, staff and community members.

In March, the information gathered from the review, the data
analysis and the interview questions will provide the basis for
recommendations to be presented to the Board of Education

ut the future of alternative education programs in Santa.



Resources

Raising the Bar, Building Capacity — Driving
Improvements in California’s Continuation High
Schools. Link

Alternative Education Options: A Descriptive Study
of California Continuation High Schools. Link

Report on the Alternative Education Program for
the Santa Clara Office of Education. Link

ASAM School Performance, Alternative School
Performance on ASAM Accountability Indicators.

Link I—



http://gardnercenter.stanford.edu/resources/reports/Berkeley004%20Raising%20the%20bar4%20Executive%20Summary.pdf
http://www.wested.org/online_pubs/AEOIssueBrief-4-08.pdf
http://www.sccoe.org/depts/students/alternative-education/Documents/WestEd%20SCCOE%20Report%201-11.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/am/documents/asamschoolperf.pdf

