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Methodology
 Survey of likely 2025 Special Election voters in San José Unified School District

 Mixed mode methodology including live telephone interviews as well as online responses by email and text 
invitation. Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish by professional interviewers. 

 Conducted December 17 – 22, 2024

 600 interviews; overall margin of error ±4.0 percentage points
• Split Sample methodology used, Split A saw ballot language with annual adjustment language (n=300; MoE= ±5.66 percentage 

points) Split B saw ballot language without it (n=300; MoE= ±5.66 percentage points)

 Where applicable, results compared with prior research:
Methodology Dates Universe Sample Size Margin of Error EMC #

Mixed-Mode April 17-22, 2024 Likely Nov ‘24 Voters 600 +4.0 percentage points 24-9243

Mixed-Mode June 13-16, 2023 Likely Nov ‘24 Voters 600 +4.0 percentage points 23-8942

Telephone June 8-16, 2016 Likely Nov ‘16 Voters 600 +4.0 percentage points 16-6044

Telephone June 12-16, 2012 Likely Nov ‘12 Voters 600 +4.0 percentage points 12-4661

Telephone January 23-27, 2011 Likely Nov ‘12 Voters 701 +3.7 percentage points 11-4397

Please note that due to rounding, some percentages may not add up to exactly 100%.
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Key Findings
 Voters are supportive of a potential Parcel Tax renewal, with support right near the 

two-thirds threshold for passage in this poll.

 Voters believe that the District has a need for additional funding and cite under-
funded schools as a top issue facing public education. 

 Informational messages highlighting that this would not be a new tax and that the 
funds will be spent locally are compelling reasons to support the renewal. 

 Including annual cost of living adjustments appears to make little difference in 
support for a renewal measure. 

 The renewal measure does show vulnerability to opposition. 
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Right Direction/Wrong Track Trend

Q4. Do you feel that things in San José are generally going in the right direction or do you feel things have 
gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

56% 58%

46%
51%

47%

57%
50% 48%

55%

34%
28%

39%
31%

35%

29%

45% 45% 42%

11%
14% 15%

18% 18%
14% 5% 7%

3%

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Apr.
2024

Dec.
2024

Right Direction Wrong Track (Don't know)

Among voters in this 2025 Special Election universe, optimism about the direction of San José is elevated compared to recent 
research among broader General Election universes.
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Most Important Issue Facing Public Education

17%
12%

9%
6%
6%
6%

6%
5%

4%
4%

2%
2%
2%
2%

9%
7%

Funding/Money/Underfunded Schools
Education Quality/Low Standards/Wrong Lesson Focus

Corruption/Mismanagement/Accountability/Politics
CRT/Wokeism/Indoctrination

Safety/Security/Crime/Guns
Homelessness

Teacher's Pay/Teacher's Benefits/Teacher's Housing
Teacher Quality/Teachers/Support Teachers

Economic Disparity/Tuition/Student Housing/Cost
Resources/Infrastructure/Facilities

Teacher Shortage/Staffing Issues
Special Needs/Disability Access

Student High Expectations/Truancy/Mental Health
Equality/Diversity/Inclusion/Access

Other
Don't Know/Refused

Funding and education quality issues continue to be top of mind, while mismanagement is also a top concern when it comes 
to issues facing public education. 

Q5. What is the most important issue facing public education in your area today? 

Dec. 
‘24

April 
’24

June 
‘23

Funding/Money/Underfunded Schools 17% 15% 12%
Education Quality/Low Standards/Wrong 
Lesson Focus 12% 15% 12%

Corruption/Mismanagement/
Accountability/Politics 9% 3% 3%

CRT/Wokeism/Indoctrination 6% 3% 4%
Safety/Security/Crime/Guns 6% 6% 12%
Homelessness 6% 5% 5%
Teacher's Pay/Teacher's Benefits/Teacher's 
Housing 6% 7% 9%

Teacher Quality/Teachers/Support Teachers 5% 5% 4%



24-9560 SJUSD Parcel Tax Renewal Feasibility Poll| 6

43%

45%

48%

39%

48%

49%

33%

34%

35%

27%

31%

26%

2%

4%

4%

14%

7%

8%

10%

5%

8%

9%

4%

5%

12%

13%

5%

12%

11%

12%

76%

79%

83%

66%

79%

75%

22%

18%

13%

20%

15%

17%

+53

+61

+69

+46

+64

+58

Dec. 2024

Apr. 2024

2023

2016

2012

2011

Great need Some need (Don't know) Little need No need

San José USD: Awareness of Need for Funds

Q6. As you may know, you live in the San José Unified School District. Would you say that public schools in San José Unified School District have a 
great need for more money, some need for more money, only a little need or no real need for more money?

The perceived need for public school funding continues to be high. 

Total
Need

Total
No Need

Net
Need
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48%

42%

35%

32% 3%

8%

10%

9%

13%

83%

74%

17%

23%

+66

+51

Parent/Guardian of SJUSD
Student (16%)

Non-SJUSD Parent/Guardian
(84%)

Great need Some need (Don't know) Little need No need

San José USD: Awareness of Need for Funds

Q6. As you may know, you live in the San José Unified School District. Would you say that public schools in San José Unified School District have a 
great need for more money, some need for more money, only a little need or no real need for more money?

Voters who are parents of students in SJUSD are more likely than others to see that there is a need for funding, but nearly 
three-quarters of non-SJUSD parents in this universe recognize the need for more money. 

Total
Need

Total
No Need

Net
Need
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3%

13%

5%

3%

29%

34%

33%

18%

49%

36%

44%

43%

12%

11%

12%

19%

7%

6%

7%

16%

San José Unified School District in general

The quality of your neighborhood school

The quality of education in the District

The District’s financial management

A B C/(Don't Know) D Fail

Opinions of San José USD

Q7-10. What grade would you give the San Jose Unified School District on that? A, B, C, D, or Fail?

While ratings of the district, schools and quality of education are more positive than negative, the District receives lower 
ratings on its financial management, by comparison.  
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Opinions of San José USD – Over Time

Q7-10. What grade would you give the San Jose Unified School District on that? A, B, C, D, or Fail?

Ratings are relatively consistent in recent years.

2.96
2.88
2.87

2.73

3.37
3.20

3.14
3.18

3.33
3.33
3.38

3.31
3.21

3.15
3.09

1 2 3 4 5

2016

2023

Apr. 2024

Dec. 2024

2016

2023

Apr. 2024

Dec. 2024

2012

2016

Dec. 2024

2016

2023

Apr. 2024

Dec. 2024

The District in general

The quality of your 
neighborhood school

Quality of education in the 
District

District's financial 
management

Mean

Fail D C/(Don’t know) B A
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Opinions of San José USD – Parent Status

Q7-10. What grade would you give the San Jose Unified School District on that? A, B, C, D, or Fail?

Ratings are similar between SJUSD parents and non-SJUSD parents. 

2.72

2.76

3.16

3.28

3.38

3.38

3.09

3.09

1 2 3 4 5

Non-SJUSD Parent/Guardian (84%)

Parent/Guardian of SJUSD student (16%)

Non-SJUSD Parent/Guardian (84%)

Parent/Guardian of SJUSD student (16%)

Non-SJUSD Parent/Guardian (84%)

Parent/Guardian of SJUSD student (16%)

Non-SJUSD Parent/Guardian (84%)

Parent/Guardian of SJUSD student (16%)

The District in general

The quality of your 
neighborhood school

Quality of education in the 
District

District's financial 
management

Mean

Fail D C/(Don’t know) B A
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31%

36%

36%

29%

27%

30%

28%

27%

7%

9%

10%

34%

31%

32%

21%

23%

23%

15%

12%

35%

38%

37%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

3%

4%

2%

2%

3%

17%

17%

18%

28%

25%

26%

22%

24%

24%

26%

23%

17%

16%

14%

21%

23%

20%

32%

33%

32%

26%

28%

65%

67%

68%

49%

50%

53%

43%

38%

42%

47%

47%

34%

32%

31%

50%

49%

47%

54%

58%

56%

51%

50%

+30

+35

+37

-0

+2

+6

-11

-19

-13

-5

-3

Dec. 2024

Apr. 2024

2023

Dec. 2024

Apr. 2024

2023

2012

2011

Dec. 2024

Apr. 2024

2023

Strongly
Agree

Somewhat
Agree

(Don't
Know)

Somewhat
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Tax Sentiment Over Time

Q12-14. Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with the statement?

Overall tax sentiment is similar to last year. 

Total
Agree

Total
Disagree

Net
Agree

Maintaining high quality local 
schools should be a top priority, 

even if it means raising taxes.

Taxes are already too high, 
I would never vote for a tax 

increase no matter how it might 
be used.

I trust the San José Unified School 
District to properly manage my 

tax dollars.



Potential Parcel Tax Measure
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67%

33%

69%

28%

Yes 
67%

No
 33%

Yes
69%

No
29%

Yes No Yes No

Initial Support for Parcel Tax Measure
Initial support for the Parcel Tax meets the threshold for passage with and without a COLA. 

Q11. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

To renew expiring local school funding without increasing current tax rates; attract/ retain highly-qualified teachers and 
educational staff; support strong core academic programs in reading, writing, math, the arts and science, prepare students 

for college/ careers; shall San José Unified School District’s measure be adopted, renewing its expiring $72 annual parcel tax, 
providing approximately $5 million annually, for 8 years, with senior exemptions, (SPLIT B: annual adjustments,) citizen 

oversight, no funds for district administrators’ salaries, all funds benefiting local schools? 

Split A: Straight Renewal Split B: Renewal with COLA

2/3rds
Threshold
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Net 
Yes

68%

67%
69%

63%
73%

78%
67%

60%

79%
46%

60%

86%
66%

64%

1%

2%

1%
2%

1%

2%

1%
2%

2%

1%
2%

31%

33%
29%

36%
25%

21%
33%

38%

20%
53%

38%

14%
33%

35%

+37

+34
+41

+26
+48

+58
+33
+23

+59
-7

+21

+72
+33
+29

Overall

Split A: Straight Renewal (50%)
Split B: Renewal with COLA (50%)

Male (49%)
Female (51%)

18-49 (33%)
50-64 (31%)

65+ (36%)

Democrat (58%)
Republican (20%)
NPP/Other (22%)

New or Infrequent Voter (0-3/6) (17%)
Frequent Voter (4-5/6) (29%)

Perfect Voter (6/6) (54%)

Yes (Undecided) No

Combined Initial Support by Subgroups

Q11. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

Support is particularly high among New/Infrequent Voters, those under 50, women and Democrats. 
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68%

66%

73%

78%

66%

1%

3%

1%

31%

33%

24%

22%

32%

+37

+33

+49

+56

+34

Overall

Homeowner (73%)

Non-Homeowner (27%)

Parent/Guardian of SJUSD student (16%)

Non-SJUSD Parent/Guardian (84%)

Yes (Undecided) No

Combined Initial Support by Subgroups

Q11. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

Voters who are parents of SJUSD students, and those who are non-homeowners are more likely to support the measure. 

Net 
Yes
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Issue Importance

Q15-21. How would you rate that item, with 1 being not at all important, and 7 being extremely important?

Voters place very high importance on strong core academics in reading and writing, followed closely by math, the arts and 
sciences.  Teacher retention and addressing shortage staffing are also seen as extremely important to a majority of voters

61%

57%

56%

52%

51%

44%

44%

20%

22%

23%

22%

21%

24%

19%

13%

14%

12%

16%

18%

20%

17%

94%

94%

91%

91%

90%

88%

81%

Support strong core academic programs in reading and writing

Support strong core academic programs in math, the arts and science

Attract and retain highly qualified teachers and staff

Prepare students for college and careers

Attract teachers in shortage areas such as special education, math and science

Support high student academic achievement

Support the mental health and wellbeing of students

7 - Extremely important 6 5 Total Importance

Support strong core academic programs in reading and writing

Support strong core academic programs in math, the arts and science

Attract and retain highly qualified teachers and staff

Prepare students for college and careers

Bolded items are explicitly mentioned in ballot language
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Additional Information
Information about the benefits of the measure and potential opposition themes were presented to respondents.

Supportive Information: 
Information highlighting that this 

measure would not be a new tax, that 
the funds would be spent in local 

schools and cannot be taken by the 
state, and that the measure would 

protect funding that has been in place 
since 2016

Opposition Messaging: 
Opposition themes questioning the 

need for the funds, potential 
mismanagement, and challenges 
related to cost of living, including 

respondents in Split B hearing about a 
2% annual cost of living adjustment

Respondents in Split B also heard additional information about a potential adjustment 
for inflation that could be approved by voters.
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Potential COLA

Q28-29. Is that a very convincing, somewhat convincing, not too convincing or not at all convincing reason to vote for the measure?

The intensity of voter reaction to the renewal having no increase on the parcel tax amount was greater than when voters 
heard the tax would maintain the current rate with annual adjustments for inflation.

39%

33%

28%

36%

67%

70%

split a

split b

Very Convincing Somewhat Convincing Total Convincing

(SPLIT A – Straight Renewal; n=300) This measure is NOT a new tax. It 
renews an existing voter-approved parcel tax, without increase, to 

maintain vital funding for our neighborhood schools.

(SPLIT B – Renewal with COLA; n=300) This measure is NOT a new tax. 
It renews an existing voter-approved parcel tax at the current rate, 
with annual adjustments for inflation, to maintain vital funding for 

our neighborhood schools.
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Vote After Information
Support for the measure drops below the threshold for passage after opposition statements are presented. 

Q11/30/35. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

0% 0% 1%

67% 68%

57%

33% 32%

41%

Initial Vote After Additional Info After Opposition

2% 2% 1%

69%
72%

64%

29% 26%

35%

Initial Vote After Additional Info After Opposition

Split A: Straight Renewal Split B: Renewal with COLA

2/3rds
Threshold
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Historical Context
Voters have historically been supportive of revenue measures for the District.

57% 56% 59% 61% 59% 62% 64% 67% 63% 61% 62% 65% 67% 69%75% 69% 60%
71% 67%

6/1997
Election
$165M
Bond

3/2002
Election
$429M
Bond

6/2003
Election

$98 Parcel
Tax

2004 Poll
$195

Parcel Tax

2004 Poll
$98 Parcel

Tax

2011 Poll
$400M
Bond

2011 Poll
$85 Parcel

Tax

2012 Poll
$180M
Bond

2012 Poll
$400M
Bond

2012
Election
Measure
H $290M

Bond

2016 Poll
$110M
Bond

Measure

2016 Poll
$85 Parcel

Tax

2016
Election

Measure Y
$72 Parcel

Tax

2023 Poll
$862M
Bond

2023 Poll
$1.15B
Bond

4/2024
Poll

$1.15B
Bond

2024
Election
Measure
R $1.15B

Bond
Measure

12/2024
Poll Split

A: $72
Parcel Tax

12/2024
Poll Split
B: Parcel
Tax w/
COLA

Poll Results Election Results

66.7%

55%



24-9560 SJUSD Parcel Tax Renewal Feasibility Poll| 21

Conclusions
 Voters recognize the District’s need for additional funding, and it is a top-of-mind 

issue when thinking of public education in the area. 

 A Parcel Tax renewal measure appears feasible, with initial support right near the 
two-thirds threshold in this poll.  

 Although a cost-of-living adjustment does not appear to impact support 
significantly, voters appreciate that the measure would not increase current tax 
rates. 

 Therefore, reminding voters that this measure would not represent a new tax, that 
all funds must be spent in local schools, and that the measure would prevent the 
loss of funds that SJUSD has relied upon since 2016, is recommended. 
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