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Overview



Policy 3400

“While attendance and behavior may influence learning, 
grades assigned will reflect actual academic 
performance. Evaluation of behaviors will be reported 
separately.”

Grading Scale – Grades 3-12

What We are Doing

Grading Practices



Grading Practices: Why We Are Doing This



Grading Practices- Regulations

Every Student Succeeds Act (formerly NCLB) has changed the way school 

leaders and teachers operate. Learning targets are more rigorous, consistent, and 

transparent. 

School leaders must now ensure their system’s purpose is to develop talent rather 

than merely sort it. Thus higher scrutiny and accountability over the measurement 

of student achievement has demanded grades be more reflective of learning.



These federal initiatives have exposed that 

traditional grading practices may no longer be 

an effective way of measuring student 

performance in the classroom because they 

do not equate or correlate with performance 

on standardized tests. 

What does research say about standards-based grading? A 

research primer. Townsley and Buckmiller, January 2016

Grading Practices-

Regulations



Grading Practices – NC State Board Policy QP-C-014

Policy for Code of Ethics for North Carolina Educators:  includes in the 
standards for professional conduct a commitment to “evaluate 
students and assign grades based upon the students’ demonstrated 
competencies and performance”.



Grading Practices- Research



Grading Practices – Implications

Current NHCS Policy on grading is intended to give students a chance to 
recover even if they fail an assignment or a grading period.  Along with being 
mathematically unjust (a zero and perfect score average to still be a failing 
grade), a zero provides no information about what a student has learned. It is 
left as a distortion of the student’s overall performance.



Consistent with adopting 

grading practices to support 

student learning and self-

efficacy, local graduation 

requirements are able to be 

waived for students 

experiencing extenuating 

circumstances. 



Graduation Requirements - Reduced Elective Credits

NC State Board Policy GRAD - 004

All public high school students must meet minimum state graduation 
requirements to earn a diploma and graduate.  These graduation requirements 
are considered the Future-Ready Course of Study (FRC) requirements and 
prepare students for post-secondary success.

Although the state requires a designated number of courses and credits for 
students to graduate high school, local school districts and other public school 
units may require additional courses and credits to graduate.



Graduation Requirements - Reduced Elective Credits

NHCS Board Policy 3460

The board recognizes the importance of setting rigorous graduation 

requirements to help ensure that students are receiving an education that will 

prepare them to be career and college ready and productive members of 

society.  The policy increases the elective credit requirement count to 12 (an 

addition of 6 credits).  The policy allows for a Reduced Elective Credit option, 

eliminating the locally required electives, for students at risk of not graduating 

due to extenuating circumstances.



Graduation Requirements - Reduced Elective Credits

Consistent with NHCS Policy, Principals utilize a team approach, including the student and 
parent, to determine the need for the Reduced Elective Credit option.



Predicted Graduation Report

Prevention

Intervention

Monitoring



Predicted Graduation Report



Predicted Graduation Report



Predicted Graduation Report



Questions/Discussion

Julie Varnam, Assistant Superintendent

Lisa Brenner, Director for Student Support

Tanya Jordan, Supervisor for Counseling/Social Work


