Good Evening,
 
I come today to stress the importance of introducing three graduation required courses into the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) curriculum.  As we seek to guarantee our young leaders and Trail Blazers have a bright future, preparing them with needed tools will insure their success in academia (i.e. higher education) and beyond.  Our U. S. History courses are layered with a white washed version that does not depict even a fragment of the rich history of African Americans and Africans in the Diaspora or Latino Americans and Latinos throughout the world.  These courses that are sprinkled throughout DCPS should not be electives but mandatory for each student. Who represents the majority of the student population in the DCPS system? Blacks and Latinos. Whose history is often narrated from a perspective that is not their own? Blacks and Latinos.
 
Demographics
	Category
	SY 11-12
	SY 12-13
	SY 13-14
	SY 14-15
	SY 15-16
	SY16-17

	% Student Population Black
	71%
	69%
	68%
	67%
	64%
	62%

	% Student Population Hispanic
	15%
	16%
	16%
	17%
	18%
	20%

	% Student Population Other Ethnicity
	4%
	4%
	4%
	4%
	4%
	4%

	% Student Population White
	10%
	11%
	12%
	12%
	13%
	14%

	% Student Population in Special Education
	18%
	17%
	15%
	16%
	15%
	14%

	% Student ELL
	10%
	10%
	10%
	10%
	11%
	12%

	% Economically Disadvantaged*
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	
	


 
Fig 1. DCPS at a Glance: Enrollment 
(Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE))
1.    African American and African Diaspora Studies (0.5 unit, History requirement)
2.    Latin American and Latin Studies (0.5 unit, History requirement)
 
The District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) is such a vibrant community because of the differing ethnicities that help create a diverse and culturally-rich population.  The importance of these brown and tan young people knowing their history, understanding and appreciating the history of their neighbor, while not repeating mistakes of their predecessors and, while yet, embracing the grit and intellect of their ancestors, requires a knowledge of the story and narrative.  History classes, often tell a limited story because of content robustness.  Introducing such courses will empower that young Queen and King that didn't know what or who they were made of to dream BIG because, they just learned that they come from brilliant stock.  

The third course that I would like to introduce is a mandatory course for Juniors:
 
3. SAT Prep (1 unit, required)
 
According to the DCPS- Data Set dated Monday, November 13, 2017, out of a total of 4,158 High School SAT test takers, the average Evidence- Based Reading and Writing Average was 456 out of a total 800 and the Math average was 442 out of a total of 800.  The average overall score was a 899 out of a possible 1600. When digging a little deeper, out of 19 High Schools and programs more than half had average scores of less than 800.
 
In such an academically competitive climate, having the tools to do your best is imperative. The SAT, similar to other standardized tests, does not measure intelligence but, logic reasoning. Learning how to take the test means having study guides (i.e. courses) that assist with obtaining such knowledge. According to College Board, 40 additional hours of SAT Prep on average has increased scores by 200 points. These 200 points can make the difference between a $10,000.00 scholarship or a full-ride for 4 years.
 
I am grateful to serve some of the most amazing students in the world as a librarian here in the District of Columbia Public School System.  I consider it my duty and honor to provide them with the best care, compassion and information. I want these babies, our babies to have the best and I will ensure it. 
 
Thank you for your dedication to our present and future leaders, our students.
 
Peace,
 
Christopher A. Stewart
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