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GREENLAND SPIRIT - Oconomowoc's Greenland Elementary
School teachers and staff worked their hamburger bung off during last
Tuesday'ss McTeachers Night at McDonald's. The two-hour event
helped raised funds for the school's student council. Lynn Clemans,
(from left} Lori Ellis, Par Biesboer, John Flannery, Judy Powell ard Fllen
Maynard were some of the super stars that helped raise $500 for their

school.

McTleacher’s mighit

By REBECCA SEYrMOUR

lakenewsEjcpgroup.com

The Oconomowoce McDon-
ald’s, with the help of area
educators dished up loads of
food and fun to a very full
restaurant and playland
area during McTeacher’s
Night last Tuesday evening.

The local McDonald's
parinered with Fox6 News
to sponsor the event, provid-

ing Oconomowoc’s Green-
land Elementary Scheol fac-
ulty, students and parents
with the opportunity te in-
crease school pride, while
also generating funds for

their school’s student coun- -

cil. .

For more than two hours,
20 Greenland t{eachers and
support staff helped work
,the counfer and drive-
through and also greeted pa-
trons as they entered a
packed McDonald's.

All their hard work paid
off as MeDonald’s donated a
percentage of the sales made
during the event, totaling
$500 fto the elementaty
school.

“The staff at McDonalds
was incredible — our staff
felt very welcome and appre-
ciated,” said Gieenland
principal, John Flannery.
“We are incredibly fortunate
to have -such a supportive
parent conmunity at Green-
land. The participation and
excitement surrounding
MecTeacher's Night was fan-
tastic and our staff did an
amazing job organizing the
event and representing
Greenlamd school.”

By DONNA FRARE
dfrakegjcpgroup.com

Oconomowoc Avea
School Dbistriet — Students
in their junior year at Ocon-
omowoc High School, and
thelr parents, are invited to
attend a workshop on post-
high school planning on
Monday, March 12.

The annual event offers
presenters from various
areas that will provide infor-
mation to help students plan
avenues to explore after
graduation,

The school has been hold-
ing its Juntor Symposium
annually since 2004.

“Wehave always had a ter-
rifie turnout and the feed-
hack from parents has been
wonderful,” OHS counselor
Scott Bakkum said.

The event offers the oppor-
tunity to investigate options
for life after graduation,
whether the student is inter-
ested in continuing educa-
tion at a college, tech school
or pursuing a career in the
military.

“'We will welcome present-
ersfrom the UW-System, pri-
vate eolleges/universities,
fechnical colleges and finan-
cial aid. We also will have
the military branches re-
presented as well,” he ex-
plained.

_The symposium will be
structured similarly tothose
hosted in the past.

A scheduling timeline for
the workshop provides the
opportunity to go to three of
the sectionals offered. The
sectionals will include
spealeer's who are experts in
their area and will provide a
presentation and offer op-
portunities for questions.

There will also be more
time for questions and infor-
mation gathering during the
booth time before and after
the secticnal presentations,

“Over the years, we have
continued with a similar foy-
mat, but we changed the ven-
ues a bitthis year as to
where the sectionals will be
offered,” Bakkum said.

“We are going to be using
the Cconomowoce Arts Cen-
ter and the 'Vic’ for the first
time this year,” he said, re-
ferring to the rehearsal area

in the OAC.

This year's junior class is
made up of 350 students.

“It is an evening for par-
ents to get infoirmation on
post-high school planning
and ask questions regarding
options their child might be
considering upon gradua-
tion,” Bakkum said. )

“We will also have bro-
chures and information
from the counseling depart-
ment vegarding post-high
school planning and ACT
testing,” he added.

Also offered at the work-
shop is information on pay-
ing for college.

“This year we also have a
sectional on Scholarship So-
lutions, that we are very ex-
cited about,” Bakktun said.

“Scholarship Solutions is
a sectional presented by
Brad Baldridge. He is a col-
lege-funding consultant that
provides information o par-

ents on financing a college
education. T think parents
are more likely now with
these economic times to be
looking for information on
how fo best help their child
with college expenses,” he
explained.

Last year the symposium
included a college test prep
section, but that has been
dropped from the curent
event schedule.

“The ACT sectional was
offered last year, but we
won't have a sectional this
year. We did however intro-
duce ACT Prep classes this
year at-OHS with good suc-
cess. The numbers went up
with each class offered,”
Bakkum explained.

The Junior Sympositum
beginsat 6 p.n. with a gener-
al session in the QAC. Set-
tionals should begin approx-
imately at 615 p.m., he add-
ed.

RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENGE - The Milwaukee Times
27th Annual Black Excellence Awards, held Friday, Feb, 24, recog-
nized Deanna Burton, principal of Ixonia Elementary Schoot. Bur-

SUBKHTIED PHOTO

tonwas hoenered with an award for Extraordinary Achigvement.
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According to students and
staff at Park Lawn Elementa-
1y School, one of the bhest
times of the year is during
One School, One Book; now a
tradition at their school.
Thanks to the school’'s PTA,
every Park Lawn family and
staff member recejved a copy
of “The Lemonade War" by
Jacquline Davies. Everyone
also got a calendar to help
thein stay connected with
book-focused activities hap-
pening  throughout  the
month of February, No mat-
ter where you went in the
school, students and staff
could talk about their com-
mon reading experience.

According to a letter sent
home to families, one of the
primary goals of the One
School, One Book program
was to build a community of
readers at the school and at
home. Reinforcing life les-
sons was also part of the cur-
rienlum.

In “The Lemonade War,”
readers found cut about a
brother who is people- smart
and his sister, who is math-
smart, With just five days left
of summer vacation, they
launched an all-out war to see
who can sell the most lemon-
ade before school began. The
book fracks their brother/
sister arguments and compe-
fition, which made it easy for
students fo connect with.

Reading specialist Andrea
Finger said that the book in-
cludes math, social situa-
tions and word definitions at
the beginning of each chap-
ter, “The short chapters
made it possible for busy fam-
ilies to sit down and read a
chapter every night for i4
nights,” she said.

During February, class-
rooms tock part in trivia
questions given in the morn-
ing on PKL-94, the school's
own television station.
School staff took turns read-
ing each chapter so that fami-
lies could stay connected
with the book, in case parents
were not avatlable on a spe-
cific night, The chapters
were posted on the schoot
wehsite,

Principal Joan Marley

SUBMTTED PHOTCS

Nate Thorson (left) and T) Narlach enjoy reading time on a béach towel.
Comfortable spots were found on floors throughout Park Lawn as stu-
dents celebrated One School, Gne Book on Feb., 23, :

Samantha

B

trsta

d (left) and Samantha Sorensen take advantage of

reading tima at the celebration for One Scheol, One Book,

wrote that the book also rein-
forced the school's theme
that encourages children fo
build each other up and be
bucket fillers instead of buck-
et dippers (the story, “Have
you filled yomr bucket?” ap-
peared in the Nov, 23, 2011 edi-
tion of Cconomowoc Focus).

Part of the One School, One
Book program was the desire
to raise money for a good

cause, so classrooms took
part in a “Box Top, Milk Cap
War” which supported the
school’s playground project.
Congratulations to the kin-
dergarten class of Pafricia
Attoe who won that competi-
tion; in addition, $1000 was
raised for the Park Lawn
playground during the three
weeks of One School, One
Book.

JRTATAYEYAS
I I S :
Teacher's notebhoolk
Ir_nppx”cant details of One School;, One Book:
© It can be challenging to find a book that
‘Interests yet is accessible to children in 4K

through founrth grade. There are “one book” -
. sites online that can offer ideas.

The value of parents reading to their children
is tremendous. At the end of the month,
parents noted that they wished the program

© 7 would continre;

@ Building a comnmunity of readers is - -
invigorating. Students of every grade could. -
connect with each other. Teachers could be

asked about a chapter by students not in their
class; support staff were also induded!

Foe i i R

Students In the fourth-grade ctassroom of Joe! Netson took over the
classroem with their eomfortable reading spots.
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Schools accused of
discriminating
against girls

By JOE TROVATO
jirovatoZjepgroup.com

. Five area school districts
facing Title IX complaints fail
to “provide opportunities for

- girls to play sperts in num-
bers substantially propor- .

tionate to their enrcliment,”
according to copies of those
complaints obtained by Lake
Country Publications
through a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request. ‘

The five districis - Kettle
Moraine, Oconcomowoc, Muk-
wonagoe, Waukesha and Elm-
brook - “cannot show a hisio-
ry and continuing practice of
program  expansion (for
girls), nor do they accommo-
date the interests and abili-
ties of female student ath-
Ietes,” the complaints say.

Inshort, asletters firom the
U.8. Department of Educa-
tion's Office for Civil Rights
(OCR) to the superintendents
of each school district state,
“the complainant alteges that
the district diseriminates
against female student ath-
letes at the high school by de-
nying them an equal opportu-
nity to participate in inter-
scholastic athletics.”

The districts all received
letters from the OCR in early
Febinary informning them of
the forthcoming investiga-
tions, Lake Country Publica-
tions broke that story and
subsequently filed the FOIA
request with the OCR fo de-
termine what violations the
complainant alleged against
each district.

Those documents indicate
that the complainant — whose
name is redacted from the
documents —alleged thateach
schaol district failed Title
IX’s “three-part participation
test.”

Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972 prohib-
its discrimination on the ba.
sis of sex in any education
program or activity operated
by arecipient of federal finan-
cial assistance.

Heltle Moralne com]ﬂatnt

The Kettle Moraine School
District offers 12 WIAA sanc-
tioned sports for boys and 11
for girls, according fo the
complaint. The district also
offers girl's lacrosse, alpine
ski racing, rugby and field
hockey as club sports, which
are not taxpayer-funded.
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The complaint against KM
cites numbers from 2006 and
2008 as evidence that the dis-
trict does not provide oppor-
tunities for gitls to play
sports in numbers substan-
tially proportionate to their
enrollment - prong one of the
three-part test.-

In 20086, 750, or 51 percent of
the studenibody at Kettle Mo-
raine High School was male,
while 725, or 49 percent, was
female. Ofthe 775 student ath-
letes that year, 485, or 63 per-
cent were male, while 290, or
37 percent, were female.

The complaint states there
isa participation gap—the dif-
ference hetween the percent-
age of females enrolled and
the percentage of female ath-
letes — of 12 percent.

If the number of male ath-
letes remained the same, the
highschool would needtocre-
ate an additional 175 athletic
oppertunities for females for
participation rates to be pro-
portionate to emrollment, the
complaint said,

Data collected from 2008
show a similar situation,
though the participation gap
had closed slightly, to 9 per-
cent. .

The complaint also alleges
that KM has added only one
new sport for girls to its bud-
get in the last 26 years — ice
hockey in 2000. And despite
shrinking the participation
gap from 12 to 9 percent, the
complaint states, “this de-
crease cannotbeexplained by
the addition of any sports be-
ing added to the district ath-

letie budget.”

The complainant alleged
that the district failed part
three of the test as well, which
measures whether a school
accommodates the inierests
and abilities of the underiep-
resented sex. The complaint
cites the existence of girls’
club sports in lacrosse, alpine
skiing, rugby and field hocls-

ay. .
KM Superintendent Pat

DeXlotz did not respond to a
phone call seeking comment
before press time.

Oconomovioc somplalnt

The complaint against the
Oconomowoc Area School
District claims that i, too,
fails all three parts of the Title
IX participation test.

The district supports 10
WIAA sanctioned sports for
boys and 10 for givls, while al-
so offering girls lacrosse and
alpine ski club teams.

The Oconcmowoc com-
plaint cites enrollment and
participation nwmbers from
2006 and 2011.

In 2006, Oconomowoc High
School enrollment was even-
ly split between the sexes,
with 750 famale students and
745 male students, Some 800
students participated in ath-
letics that year--490 males, or
61 percent of all athietes, and
310 females.

With an t-percent partici-
pation gap, the complaint ar-
gues that the high school did
not provide opportunities for
fermnale athletes proportion-
ate to their enrollment. It
goes on to say that if male par-
ticipation remained un-
changed, the high school
would have needed to create
as many as18¢additional par-
ticipation opportunities to
achieve proportionality.

The 2011 numbers look sim-
ilar, with a10-percent partici-
pation gap. . The complaint
said 176 opportunities would
have to ba added for females
to achieve proportionality.

Like Kettle Moraine, Ocon-
omowoc's participation gap
decreased in the two com-
pared vears, but the district
has not added a female sport
to its budget in the last 28
years, leading the complain-
ant to conclude that Ocono-
mowaoc, too,fails prong two of
the participation test, -

Specifically, the complaint
points ouf that the WIAA be-
gan sponsoring girls ice

hockey in 200102, but the
high school has no team.

In the third test, the com-
plainant argues that, like Ket-
tle Moraine, Oconomowoc
fails to effectively accommo-
date the interests and abili-
ties of its female students.
Fhe club lacrosse and alpine
skiing teams indicate there is
evidence of interest in creat-
ing varsity WIAA-sanctioned
teams supported by tax dol-
lars. Furthermore, the com-
plaint chides the district for

not offering any kind of pio-

gram for girls rugby or field
hockey. .

Oconomowoc  Superinten:
dent Patricia Neudecker said
the district is cooperating
with_the investigation, but
she thinks the district's pro-
grams comply with the law.

Of the complainant, Neu-
decker said, “It gppears that
there’s one person that is ask-
ing the same information of
five schools in our area. I
don’t know specifically what
the issue or the motive is, but
obviously under Title I¥, it’s
locking at equity mostly for
girls, obvicusly. So T can only
assume that it's somebody
that's interested in eithei
protecting and upholding
that, as we all should, or find-
ing ways torequirescheols to
add sports.”

Previous Title IX complaints

The recent allegations are
not the first for the area. The
Avrowhead Union High
School District faced Title IX
complaints in 2008, when it
was alleged that the girls field
hockey program did not re-
ceive the same resources as
boys’ sports teams. Ultimate-
Iy, the investigation conclud-
ed that improvements to the
girls field hockey and softball
fields would settle the com-
plaint.

A second complaint
against Arrowhead in 2009
led the district to fund a givls
lacrosse program and a givls
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alpine skiing programn.

The OCR describes itself as
a “neutral fact-finder, collect-
ing and analyzing relevant
evidence.” The filed com-
plaints do not necessarily
mean the districts ave in vio-
lationof Fitle IX, only that the
OCR is investigating them.

A complaint can he re
solved before the conclusion
of an investigation if the
school district remedies the
complaints against it. The
school  districts have ex-
pressed a willingness to re-
solve the issues and cooper-
ate with OCR.




